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DEDICATION

�is book is dedicated to my pops, who broke his back to feed his 
family, and to my sons, son-in-law, and now grandsons who are 

future men in training.
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“Be  a l er t ,  s tand f i rm in  the  fa i th ,  ac t  l ike  a  man,  be  s t rong . 
Your  ever y  ac t ion must  be  done  with  love .” 
–1 Corinthians  16:13-14 (HCSB)

T hank you for  the  honor  of  he lping you become the 
man that  God has  dest ined you to  be .  I  am a  very 

unl ike ly  candidate  to  wri te  a  book for  Chri s t ian men.  My 
journey with Jesus  s tar ted with reading the  Bible  that  my 
high school  g i r l f r iend,  a  pastor’s  daughter  I  was  s leeping 
with,  gave  to  me as  a  g i f t .  I f  there’s  hope for  me,  there’s 
hope for  you.  I f  there’s  grace  for  me,  there’s  grace  for  you. 
	 I  grew up as  a  non-Chris t ian with Cathol ic  parents 
in  a  rough neighborhood near  the  Seat t le/Tacoma a i rpor t . 
My dad was  a  very  hard worker,  a  union drywal ler,  unt i l 
he  qui te  l i tera l ly  broke hi s  back labor ing to  provide 
for  our  fami ly.  Growing up,  I  had the  only  dad in  the 
neighborhood so he  coached our  basebal l  team,  and f r iends 
would come to  our  house  to  hang out  s ince  my mom 
was  of ten the  only  parent  around whi le  the  s ingle  moms 
were  at  work.  Though we may have  gone to  church on 
occas ion,  we had a  g iant  Bible  that  was  opened so  rare ly,  I 
could’ve  wri t ten “HELL” with my f inger  in  the  dust  on the 
enormous book the  s ize  of  the  cof fee  table  i t  sa t  on. 
	 I  was  what  you’d ca l l  a  “happy pagan.”  I  d idn’t  do 
anything too bad,  d idn’t  dr ink,  d idn’t  do drugs ,  and only 
fought  guys  who “deserved i t .”  I  jus t  d idn’t  rea l ly  care 
about  God or  re l ig ion.  Funny enough,  in  high school ,  I 
met  a  beaut i fu l  pastor’s  daughter  named Grace .  She was 
not  walking c lose ly  with the  Lord,  even though she  was  a 
Chri s t ian,  and I  was  not  saved but  be l ieved in  some sor t  of 
“God” and tr ied to  be  a  good person.  Somehow,  she  knew 
i t  because  she  gave  me a  Bible  and to ld me to  read i t .  I 
wasn’t  fool ing anyone. 
	 I  had no interes t  in  that  Bible  unt i l ,  one night ,  I  was 
in  my dorm room af ter  moving across  the  s tate  to  go to 
col lege .  I  was  get t ing a  communicat ions  degree  before 
the  internet…just  think about  that .  In  fact ,  I  rode my 
dinosaur  to  c las s  every  day.  Anyways ,  I  was  s i t t ing in  my 
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dorm room af ter  turning down frat  par ty  invi tat ions  –  and 
there  the  Bible  was .  Then,  I  d id an even craz ier  th ing and 
s tar ted reading i t .
	 There ,  in  that  dorm room, in  the  fa l l  o f  1989, 
everything changed when I  read Romans 1:6 (NIV84): 
“And you a l so  are  among those  who are  ca l led to  be long 
to  Jesus  Chri s t .”  When I  read that  verse ,  i t  was  l ike  a 
switch in  my soul  was  f l ipped f rom “of f ”  to  “on.”  It  was 
supernatura l ,  and I  now knew I  be longed to  Jesus  and 
wanted to  read my Bible  and go to  church.  Soon af ter  that , 
some other  Chri s t ian s tudents  a t  my school  invi ted me 
to  the i r  church and Bible  s tudy.  Everything changed as  I 
s tudied the  Bible ,  l earned to  ta lk  to  God,  and got  to  know 
other  be l ievers .
	 At  my f i r s t  men’s  re t reat ,  I  went  out  on a  prayer  hike 
a long the  r iver  to  ta lk  to  God,  as  the  pastor  asked us  to. 
To thi s  day,  I  s t i l l  do thi s  weekly,  taking my Bronco up to 
the  Ar izona mounta ins ,  and i t ’s  one of  the  most  es sent ia l 
par t s  of  my week.  I  couldn’t  funct ion without  i t .  On this 
prayer  walk ,  God spoke to  me audibly.  I  d idn’t  even know 
He did that .  He to ld me to  do four  things :  1)  marry  Grace , 
2)  preach the  Bible ,  3)  t ra in men,  and 4)  p lant  churches . 
My pastor  conf i rmed thi s  was  the  word of  the  Lord to  me, 
and these  have  been the  focus  of  my l i fe  and minis t r y  ever 
s ince .  I  marr ied Grace  whi le  we were  s t i l l  in  col lege ,  and 
we planted a  church in  our  mid-20s  and then aga in in  our 
mid-40s  a longs ide  our  f ive  k ids .  Since  the  beginning,  I ’ve 
preached verse-by-verse  and,  a t  the  t ime of  wr i t ing thi s 
book,  have  had the  honor  of  teaching through 37 books  of 
the  Bible .  By God’s  grace ,  I ’ l l  get  through the  ent i re  Bible 
before  I ’m done. 
	 Other  than preaching through books  of  the  Bible ,  the 
foremost  pr ior i ty  of  my minis t r y  has  been to  t ra in men.  In 
today’s  wor ld,  there  i s  a  complete  lack of  godly  examples 
of  fa therhood and manhood.  More men than ever  before 
are  s tay ing home from work,  l iv ing with the i r  g i r l f r iends , 
lacking accountabi l i ty  for  the i r  act ions ,  p lay ing v ideo 
games ,  and watching porn instead of  pursuing the i r  God-
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given ro les  as  husbands  and fathers .  When God ca l led me 
to  “tra in men” at  the  age  of  19,  l ike  most  young men,  I 
was  headed in  a  bad direct ion,  and God saved me f rom 
myse l f  and gave  me a  burden to  he lp other  men. 
	 Before  I  was  saved,  I  d idn’t  rea l ly  have  a  need for  God 
but ,  growing up,  I  d id see  a  hard-working husband and 
father  in  my dad.  In my roughly  three  decades  as  a  senior 
pastor,  br inging those  two together  –  to  t ra in men to  be 
both godly  and hard-working husbands  and fathers  –  has 
been one of  the  pr imary goal s  of  the  minis t r y  God has 
ca l led me to.  And that’s  the  goal  of  th i s  book,  which i s 
based on a  sermon ser ies  f rom our  Real  Men minis t r y.  (To 
f ind the  fu l l  sermon ser ies ,  scan the  QR code be low.)  As  an 
as ide ,  I  am se l f -publ i shing thi s  book because  no publ i sher 
would l ike ly  endure  the  ensuing war  to  cance l  me.  Al l 
proceeds  are  going to  RealFai th Minis t r ies  to  he lp me s tay 
on of fense  and f ight  the  good f ight  to  get  courageous  Bible 
teaching out  to  the  wor ld. 
	 As  a  husband,  fa ther  to  f ive  k ids ,  and grandfather  to 
a  growing parade of  l i t t le  b les s ings  led by two grandsons 
who are  future  men,  I  pray  that ,  a s  you read thi s  book,  you 
wi l l  be  encouraged in  ways  you’re  doing wel l  and convicted 
in  ways  God would l ike  to  bui ld  you up to  b les s  your  wi fe 
and kids .  Or,  as  we say  at  Rea l  Men,  “We bui ld  men up 
to  b les s  women and chi ldren.”  I  pray  that  you’l l  share  thi s 
book with your  dad,  son,  grandson,  spi r i tua l  sons ,  brother, 
or  any other  men in your  l i fe  and that  God wi l l  use  i t  to 
change l ives  and legac ies . 
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	 Before  we jump in to  the  fo l lowing chapters ,  for  fun 
and c lar i ty,  I  have  put  together  a  l i t t le  male/ female  tes t . 
This  tes t  wi l l  he lp  you f igure  out  where  you’re  s tar t ing 
f rom. Ready? 

	 1 .  Who has  up to  13 t imes  more  tes tosterone,  male  or 
	     female?  Male .
	 2 .  Who has  more  voice  box car t i lage  and tes tosterone,  	
	     caus ing a  deeper  voice ,  male  or  female?  Male .
	 3 .  Who has  ha i r ier  bodies  f rom androgen sex 
	     hormones?  Male .
	 4 .  Who has  curv ier  bodies ,  h ips ,  breas t s ,  and buttocks? 
	     Female .  ( I f  you’re  a  man and that’s  you,  I ’m sorry. 
	     Someone needs  to  lay  hands  on you and pray  for 
	     you.  You need hea l ing,  brother.  You should pray 
	     about  doing a  s i t -up.)
	 5 .  Who has  wider  hips  for  b i r thing a  chi ld?  Female .
	 6 .  Who can nurse  a  chi ld  with nour i shment?  Female . 
	     (Our cul ture  i s  so  s tupid that  we ta lk  about 
	     b i r thing people .  Don’t  go on the  internet . )
	 7 .  Who i s  s t ronger  for  hunt ing to  provide  for  and 
	     f ight ing to  protect  the  le s s  s t rong?  Male .
	 8 .  Who has  thicker  sk in and denser,  s t ronger  bones , 
	     tendons ,  and l igaments?  Male .
	 9 .  Who needs  more  i ron because  of  menstrua l  b lood 
	     loss ?  One,  two,  three ,  not  i t .  That’s  f emale .
	 10.  Who needs  more  food because  they’re  b igger, 
	     s t ronger,  and burn more  ca lor ies ?  Male .

	 Ok,  t ime to  score  thi s  quiz .  Give  yourse l f  one point 
for  each r ight  answer. 
	 I f  you got  zero to  two r ight ,  you’ve  been bra inwashed 
and probably  suppor t  t ransgender  spor ts .  You are  the 
problem with our  p lanet .  There’s  hope,  but  you’re  not 
s tar t ing in  a  great  p lace ,  and you probably  went  to  a 
government  school .  I f  you got  three  to  f ive ,  you lack 
di scernment  and/or  are  drunk (and you should sober  up 
then take  the  tes t  aga in to  see  i f  you can score  higher) .  I f 
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you got  s ix  to  seven,  you’re  mora l ly  b l ind in  one eye .  With 
e ight  or  nine  r ight ,  you s t i l l  have  something wrong with 
you.  I f  you got  a l l  10 correct ,  you’re  the  las t  hope for  the 
p lanet  and deserve  a  s teak.  In the  f i r s t  chapter,  we wi l l 
s tar t  with what  i t  means  to  be  a  man,  which one of  my 
favor i te  preachers ,  Char les  Spurgeon,  wr i tes  about  in  hi s 
book A Good Star t :

	 When I  say  that  a  man in Chri s t  i s  a  man,  I  mean 
	 that ,  i f  he  i s  t ru ly  in  Chri s t ,  he  i s  therefore  manly. 
	 There  has  got  abroad a  not ion,  somehow,  that  i f  you 
	 become a  Chri s t ian,  you must  s ink your  manl iness  and 
	 turn mi lksop. . .Young men,  to  you I  would honest ly  say 
	 that  I  would be  ashamed to  speak of  a  re l ig ion that 
	 would make you sof t ,  cowardly,  e f feminate ,  sp i r i t le s s , 
	 so  that  you would be  mere  s impletons  in  bus iness , 
	 having no souls  of  your  own,  the  prey  of  every 
	 des igning knave .  Young men,  I  have  t r ied the  fa i th  of 
	 Jesus  Chri s t ,  and I  have  found i t  g ive  me “pluck” — 
	 that  i s  an o ld Saxon word,  but  i t  i s  exact ly  what 
	 I  mean.  It  puts  soul  into a  man,  f i rmness ,  reso lut ion, 
	 courage . 1



Chapter 1
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G rowing up,  I  loved play ing basebal l  and spent  a  lot 
of  t ime in  the  crouch pos i t ion as  a  catcher.  As  I  was 

ra i s ing our  chi ldren,  whenever  I  needed to  correct  them, I 
would crouch back down in the  catcher’s  pos i t ion to  look 
them in the  eye  so  they could see  I  loved them. Since  Jesus 
Chri s t ,  who has  author i ty  over  us ,  came down to ear th to 
look us  in  the  eye ,  i t  seemed sens ib le  not  to  be  tower ing 
over  my sons  when taking teachable  moments  to  di scuss 
th ings  they needed to  learn f rom, repent  of,  and grow in. 
	 Most  every  t ime I  got  down in a  catcher  crouch for  a 
d i scuss ion with a  son,  I  would s tar t  with a  few quest ions . 
	 “Who am I?” 
	 “You’re  my dad,”  they would reply. 
	 “Who are  you?” 
	 “I  am your  son,”  they would answer. 
	 “How do I  fee l  about  you?”  was  usual ly  the  next 
quest ion,  fo l lowed by some vers ion of  the  answer,  “You 
love  me.” 
	 Next ,  I ’d  ask ,  “Of a l l  the  people  on ear th who know 
you,  who i s  the  f i r s t  person in l ine  who i s  here  to  he lp you 
become a  godly  man?”  Looking me in the  eye ,  they would 
then say  something l ike ,  “You are  for  me,  dad,  before 
anyone e l se .” 
	 I f  any of  these  answers  were  ever  askew,  I  would f i r s t 
focus  on making sure  they unders tood thei r  ident i ty  and 
our  re la t ionship before  get t ing to  the  i s sue  at  hand.  My 
assumption:  I  needed to  connec t  be fore  I  correc t . 
	 As  the  Father’s  son,  I  know that  I  l ive  and work 
f rom  His  love  and not  for  His  love .  I  know that  our 
re la t ionship,  and His  commitment  to  me,  i s  a t  the  s tar t ing 
l ine  of  our  walk  through thi s  l i fe  together.  I  know that  His 
re la t ionship with me begins  with grace ,  and that  g ives  me 
courage ,  hope,  and f reedom to l ive  a  pass ionate  l i fe  with 
the  Father’s  b les s ing and he lp. 
	 Because  many,  i f  not  most ,  men do not  have  a  hea l thy 
re la t ionship with an ear thly  fa ther,  they do not  unders tand 
thei r  ident i ty  in  re la t ion to  the i r  Heavenly  Father.  We l ive 
in  a  wor ld that  i s  broken,  confused,  and f lawed.  As  a  man, 
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near ly  everyone and everything has  l i ed to ,  d i scouraged, 
and confused you. 
	 My hope i s  that  thi s  book ser ves  and blesses  you 
because  you  matter.  Your  l i f e  matters .  Your  marr iage 
matters .  Your  kid s  matter.  Your  grandkids  matter. 
	 You have  been to ld that  a  s t rong man of  God i s 
a  problem.  That  i s  a  l i e  f rom the Father  of  Lies  to 
di scourage  our  Father’s  sons .  You are  par t  of  His  so lut ion. 
When God decided to  change the  wor ld,  He became a 
man because  men matter,  and men of  God are  par t  of  the 
so lut ion for  our  fa l len,  broken,  cursed,  dece ived,  dark,  and 
fool i sh  wor ld. 
	 What  i s  a  man?  Why did God make you a  man? 
And what  does  God have  for  you as  a  man?  There  was  a 
documentary  that  was  produced by Matt  Walsh of  Dai ly 
Wire  ca l led What i s  a  Woman? 2,  which i s  a  great  quest ion. 
I  wish they would do a  fo l low-up ca l led What i s  a  Man? 
That’s  the  quest ion we’re  going to  answer  in  thi s  chapter 
and throughout  thi s  book. 
	 A pastor  f r iend recent ly  to ld  me that ,  r ight  a f ter  the 
f i r s t  day of  the i r  k ids’  school  year,  severa l  men f rom his 
church came to  him,  and they were  very  angry.  These  dads 

love  Jesus  and thei r 
k ids  and take  the i r 
respons ibi l i ty  as  dads 
very  ser ious ly.  When 
we were  in  school , 
what  was  at  the  head 
of  our  desks?  The 

s tudents’  name tags .  Now, at  the  head of  the i r  k ids’  desks 
were  not  name tags  but  a  ra inbow with a  s l id ing sca le  for 
the  mythica l  gender  spectrum. Each day,  according to  the 
school  pol icy,  each kid gets  to  dec ide  what  the i r  gender 
i s  for  the  day.  Then,  the  other  chi ldren are  supposed to 
appropr iate ly  speak to  one another  according to  the i r  ever-
changing gender  pronouns. 
	 The point  i s  th i s :  we’re  no longer  even ident i fy ing 
people  by the i r  name or  by the i r  God-given gender. 

When God decided to change the 

world, He became a man because 

men matter, and men of God are 

part of the solution for our 

fallen, broken, cursed, deceived, 

dark, and foolish world. 
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Instead,  we’re  a l lowing chi ldren to  make l i fe -a l ter ing 
dec i s ions  about  the i r  gender  and ident i ty.  Let  me just  say 
thi s :  i f  much of  your  diet  s t i l l  inc ludes  crayons  and g lue , 
you’re  not  ready to  make major  l i fe  dec i s ions .  At  some 
point ,  numerous  k ids  wanted to  be  a  pony when they grew 
up,  and thankful ly,  a  sane adult  chose  not  to  take  them in 
for  a  horseshoe f i t t ing.  Whi le  thi s  sounds  insane,  a  recent 
ar t ic le  says :

	 A Cal i fornia  hospi ta l  execut ive  and professor  c la imed 
	 chi ldren can ident i fy  as  a  mythology- inspired creature 
	 and c la imed that  thi s  category  of  chi ldren love 
	 mermaids . . .Diane Ehrensaf t ,  a  se l f - ident i f ied 
	 “feminis t”  who suppor ts  a  “gender  revolut ion,”  i s  the 
	 d i rector  of  menta l  hea l th  and chie f  psychologis t  a t  the 
	 UCSF Beniof f  Chi ldren’s  Hospita l  gender  deve lopment 
	 center.  She i s  a l so  a  professor  a t  UCSF School  of 
	 Medic ine .  The deve lopmenta l  and c l in ica l  psychologis t 
	 spec ia l i zes  in  pediatr ic  “gender-af f i rmat ive  care  for 
	 t ransgender  and gender-expans ive  pat ients .” 

	 She goes  on to  say  that  a  chi ld  can ident i fy  as  a 
Minotaur,  a  Greek mythologica l  creature  with a  human 
body and a  bul l ’s  head,  i f  that’s  what  they fee l  l ike  they 
are ,  say ing:

	 “I  tota l ly  agree  we are  in  the  midst  of  a  gender 
	 revolut ion and the  chi ldren are  leading i t .  And i t ’s  a 
	 wonder ful  th ing to  see .  And i t ’s  a l so  humbl ing to 
	 know [chi ldren]  know more  than we do about  thi s 
	 topic  of  be ing gender  expans ive ,”[ . . . ]  dur ing a 
	 2018 ta lk  at  the  San Francisco Publ ic  Library. 
	 Ehrensaf t  be l ieves  the  t ransgender  revolut ion i s  the 
	 next  phase  of  the  60s  feminis t  movement ,  which 
	 featured chal lenging s tereotypes  about  gender. 3

	 Kids  today are  dea l ing with thi s  craz iness ,  and parents 
are  dea l ing with i t  too.  Another  f r iend pastors  a  church 
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in  a  more  rura l  area .  One of  the  g i r l s  in  the  high school 
ident i f ie s  as  a  cat .  Rather  than get t ing her  the  menta l 
hea l th  t reatment  she  needs ,  they instead placed a  cat’s 
l i t ter  box in  the  g i r l s’  bathroom. This  poor  t roubled teen 
actua l ly  uses  the  l i t ter  box.  When menta l  hea l th  becomes  a 
r ight ,  the  craz ies  have  of f ic ia l ly  taken over  the  asy lum. 
	 Making matters  worse ,  parents  are  be ing to ld by 
ly ing profess ional s  that  i f  they do not  suppor t  the  gender 
confus ion of  the i r  chi ld ,  the i r  chi ld  wi l l  k i l l  themselves , 
and the  parents  wi l l  be  respons ib le .  This  i s  an imposs ib le 
d i lemma to put  a  parent  in  –  you can have  a  chi ld  who i s 
menta l ly  unwel l  or  dead,  and those  are  your  only  opt ions . 
However : 

	 [T]he Society  for  Evidence  Based Gender  Medic ine 
	 (SEGM). . .has  publ i shed an important  new research 
	 summary on thi s  topic . . . that  a f f i rming someone’s 
	 gender  confus ion or  providing medica l  inter vent ion 
	 v ia  drugs  or  removing hea l thy body par t s  has  had no 
	 substant ia l  e f fect  on reducing suic ide  rates . . .one 
	 f inding remains  remarkably  cons i s tent  across 
	 mult ip le  s tudies :  despi te  the  wide ava i labi l i ty  of 
	 “gender-af f i rming” care  and espec ia l ly  in  recent 
	 years ,  indiv idual s  who ident i fy  as  t ransgender  cont inue 
	 to  s t ruggle  with a  s igni f icant  burden of  psychiatr ic 
	 symptoms and remain at  s igni f icant ly  e levated r i sk  of 
	 morbidi ty  and morta l i ty…including deaths  by 
	 suic ide . 4

	 I f  you are  a  young man,  you need to  be  thinking 
bibl ica l ly  about  your  sex  and gender  to  avoid the  power ful 
and pervas ive  l i e s  that  are  destroying generat ions  of 
young men.  I f  you are  a  fa ther  or  grandfather,  you need to 
sa feguard and protect  your  own chi ldren or  grandchi ldren 
f rom damaging bra inwashing on matters  of  sex ,  gender, 
and sexual i ty. 
	 Power ful  demonic  forces  in  our  cul ture  are  taking 
chi ldren with hea l thy bodies  and confused minds  and 
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muti la t ing them. 

	 The new s tudy f rom Bri t i sh  pediatr ic ian Dr.  Hi lar y 
	 Cass  conf i rms what  we’ve  a lways  known:  Chi ldren 
	 present ing with sudden onset  gender  dysphor ia  are 
	 actua l ly  suf fer ing f rom other  menta l  hea l th 
	 d iagnoses—not t rue  gender  dysphor ia .  Her  research 
	 debunks  the  gender  ideologues’  f requent  ta lk ing 
	 point :  that  the  imposi t ion of  medica l  “gender-
	 a f f i rming care”  on menta l ly  i l l  chi ldren i s  not 
	 only  necessary,  but  l i fe - sav ing.  Cass’  research instead 
	 revea l s  that  chi ldren who think they are  t ransgender 
	 d i spropor t ionate ly  have  menta l  hea l th  i s sues  s temming 
	 f rom a  di f f icul t  fami ly  s i tuat ion or  domest ic  abuse . 
	 They are  a l so  more  l ike ly  to  be  neurodiverse  and 
	 have  a  co-morbid aut i sm spectrum disorder.  Cass 
	 revea l s  that  “gender  a f f i rming” medica l  inter vent ions 
	 would not  remedy any of  these  psychologica l  i s sues . 
	 Ef fect ive ly  us ing such intervent ions  would mean 
	 turning a  b l ind eye  to  the  rea l  under ly ing 
	 psychologica l  d i s t res s  with which gender-confused 
	 chi ldren of ten s t ruggle . 5

	 I f  you are  an actua l  normal  man,  the  wor ld ca l l s  your 
mascul ini ty  “toxic .”  The problem in our  day i s  not  toxic 
mascul ini ty ;  i t ’s  the  complete  lack of  mascul ini ty  f rom the 
White  House  to  the  outhouse .  From top to  bottom, our 
wor ld i s  lacking s t rong,  hea l thy,  godly,  v ibrant ,  capable , 
conf ident ,  courageous  male  leadership.  Those  k inds  of 

men set  a  good example 
for  boys  to  aspire  to , 
lov ingly  provide  a  sa fe 
environment  for  g i r l s 
to  grow up and become 
wives ,  and protect 

gul l ib le  chi ldren,  whose  tendency i s  to  t rust  adul t s ,  f rom 
evi ldoers  with mal ic ious  theor ies  f rom the Father  of  Lies . 

Powerful demonic forces 

in our culture are taking 

children with healthy 

bodies and confused 

minds and mutilating them.
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MASCULINITY IS UNDER ATTACK

	 The wor ld has  a  lot  of  problems,  and the  so lut ion 
s tar t s  with men.  So,  i t ’s  an honor  that  you’re  reading thi s 
book.  Let  me ta lk  f i r s t  about  sex ,  gender,  and sexual i ty 
and the  way we got  into thi s  tota l  cul tura l  d i sas ter,  th i s 
soc io logica l  exper iment  that  i s  fa i l ing miserably. 
	 I f  you’re  under  25 and went  to  col lege ,  your  mind 
i s  about  to  melt  and ooze  out  of  your  ears .  How many 
categor ies  are  there  for  your  sex?  Two:  male  and female . 
It ’s  crazy,  I  know.  Sex i s  male  and female ,  and thi s  i s  your 
bio logica l  s ta tus .  This  i s  chosen by God,  not  you.  I f  you’ve 
at tended a  publ ic  univers i ty  or  watched mainstream media 
la te ly,  you might  be  very  confused r ight  now.  You say, 
“How do I  know which one I  am?” If  you have  a  mirror. 
That’s  how you know.  We know someone i s  male  or  female 
based on thei r  sex  chromosomes ,  reproduct ive  organs ,  and 
external  geni ta l ia ,  a l l  t rue  s tatements  that  have  gotten me 
cance led on soc ia l  media .  
	 You may have  heard the  argument ,  “What  about  the 
babies  born where  the i r  sex  i s  unclear?”  The percentage 
i s  smal l ,  wi th only  .1- .2% of  babies  born with ambiguous 
external  geni ta l ia  and another  1-2% have  le s s  ambiguous 
but  somewhat  confus ing bio logica l  sex  at  b i r th .  So,  that’s 
not  rea l ly  a  good argument  to  erase  long-es tabl i shed 
gender  categor ies .  It  i s  t rag ic  that  some people  are  born 
with bio logica l  anomal ies .  However,  the  fact  remains 
that ,  on average ,  what  i s  natura l  and normal  i s  males  and 
females . 
	 Sex  and gender  go together  by God’s  d iv ine  des ign. 
Gender  i s  supposed to  f low from sex .  We used to  know 
this  before  we got  educated beyond our  inte l l igence .  When 
babies  were  born,  we used to  say  i t ’s  e i ther  a  boy or  a  g i r l . 
We used to  wrap them in e i ther  a  b lue  or  p ink blanket . 
Now, we say  the  chi ld  wi l l  determine the i r  gender  around 
third grade,  and we wrap the  baby in  a  ra inbow blanket . 
That’s  where  we f ind ourse lves  –  tota l  confus ion.
	 Our wor ld has  los t  i t s  mind about  sex  and gender. 
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We now have  USA Boxing sanct ioning bio logica l  men to 
f ight  women,  which was  prev ious ly  ca l led abuse ,  but  now 
men punching women i s  apparent ly  what  equal i ty  looks 
l ike . 6 We a l so  have  the  Centers  for  Disease  Control  and 
Prevent ion (CDC) post ing breas t feeding guide l ines  for 
men.  As  a  man who does  not  hi t  women or  breas t feed 
chi ldren,  I  would humbly suggest  that  thi s  i s  poss ib ly,  a t 
l eas t ,  a  waste  of  taxpayer  dol lar s . 7 In  rea l i ty,  gender  f lows 
f rom God-determined sex  then sexual i ty  i s  a t t ract ion 
toward the  oppos i te  sex .  But  that’s  not  the  wor ld we l ive 
in .

THE WORD VS.  THE WORLD

	 This  bat t le  of  sex ,  gender,  and sexual i ty  i s  a  c las s ic 
example  of  the  Word versus  the  wor ld.  The batt le  i s  a lways 
between what  the  wor ld says  and what  the  Word says . 
There  i s  nothing holding back the  complete  decept ive  and 
demonic  destruct ion of  Western cul ture  other  than the 
Word of  God. 
	 The Church of  Jesus  Chri s t  i s  supposed to  l ive  under 
the  cul ture  of  the  Kingdom of  God.  Jesus  taught  us  to 
pray  thi s  very  thing in  Matthew 6:10:  “Your  k ingdom 
come,  your  wi l l  be  done,  on ear th as  i t  i s  in  heaven.”  Paul 
says  in  Coloss ians  3 :2 ,  “Set  your  minds  on things  that  are 
above,  not  on things  that  are  on ear th.”  Jesus’  ha l f -brother 
says  of  the  wor ld in  James  3 :15,  “This  i s  not  the  wisdom 
that  comes  down from above,  but  i s  ear thly,  unspir i tua l , 
demonic .”  He contras t s  th i s  a  couple  verses  la ter  in  3 :17, 
say ing “…the wisdom from above i s…pure…” The cul ture 
of  the  Kingdom comes  down to God’s  people ,  the  Church, 
throughout  the  Bible  in  such ways  as  the  fa l l ing of  the 
Holy  Spir i t  and the  descent  of  Jesus  to  save  s inners .  To 
l ive  Kingdom down i s  to  l ive  by the  power  of  the  Holy 
Spir i t . 
	 The wor ld l ives  over  the  cul ture  of  Hel l  and pul l s  the 
demonic  va lues  of  Hel l  up into the  cul tures  of  the  wor ld. 
Examples  of  wor ld l iness  inc lude ly ing,  s tea l ing,  b i t terness , 
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sexual  s in ,  murder,  chaos ,  pr ide ,  and counter fe i t 
sp i r i tua l i ty.  People  in  the  wor ld l ive  by the  power  of  the 
f le sh. 
	 Between the  Church and the  wor ld i s  supposed to  be 
the  Word of  God.  The Word of  God i s  the  l i tera l  d iv iding 
l ine  between the  Church and the  wor ld.  In our  day,  there 
i s  a  growing pressure  to  move the  l ine  of  God’s  Word on 
sex  and gender.  This  i s  the  s in  of  syncret i sm – pol lut ing 
the  Church with the  wor ld.  This  leads  to  apostasy  –  people 
who profess  to  be  Chri s t ians  denying repentance  of  s in 
in  favor  of  to lerance  or  even ce lebrat ion of  s in .  Those 
“churches”  f ly ing ra inbow f lags ,  of f ic ia t ing same-sex 
marr iages ,  and honoring unbibl ica l  gender  pronouns are 
obvious  examples .  When the  l ine  of  God’s  Word i s  moved, 
eventual ly,  the  Word of  God i s  removed a l together,  and the 
Church col lapses  into the  wor ld so  there  i s  no di f ference 
between the  two.  This  i s  sp i r i tua l  war fare  as  Satan and 
demons seek to  rule  the  Church a long with the  wor ld,  jus t 
l ike  they t r ied to  over take  Heaven. 

Kingdom of  God
Church

Word of  God

World
Hel l

	 The only  thing le f t  that  provides  some sani ty,  some 
sense  of  order  and law for  human l i fe  and f lour i shing,  i s 
the  Word of  God.  No longer  i s  a  grown man in a  pr incess 
dress  wear ing l ips t ick  a  minor i ty  weirdo.  I f  you want  to 
t ru ly  be  a  radica l  minor i ty  today,  read your  Bible  and 
be l ieve  the  crazy  par t s  l ike  God i s  your  Father,  Jesus  i s  the 
Son of  God,  and you too are  a  son of  God.  That  wi l l  make 
you a  complete  weirdo in  our  day when the  weirdos  are 
now the  major i ty. 
	 There  has  a lways  been,  and wi l l  a lways  be ,  constant 
conf l ic t  between the  wor ld and the  Word.  There  was  a 
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day when Western cul ture  was  rather  pos i t ive  toward 
Chri s t iani ty ;  we di sp layed the  10 Commandments  in 
publ ic  p laces ,  expected our  pol i t ic ians  to  be l ieve  in  God, 
and had our  weddings  and funera l s  in  churches .  The 

wor ld then shi f ted to  neutra l  in 
re la t ion to  the  Church – people 
did not  rea l ly  care  whether 
you went  to  church and,  i f  you 
were  a  nice  person,  whatever 
you be l ieved was  seen as  good 
for  you.  More recent ly,  however, 

the  wor ld has  become increas ingly  negat ive  toward 
Chri s t iani ty  and the  Bible . 8

	 Today,  the  cul ture  sees  the  Bible ,  and the  God i t 
revea l s ,  a s  ev i l ,  b igoted,  patr iarchal ,  oppress ive ,  and 
unjust .  This  inc ludes  soc ia l  jus t ice  and demonic  groups 
l ike  Black Lives  Matter,  whose  or ig ina l  miss ion s tatement 
on thei r  own webs i te  sa id  the  fo l lowing (unt i l  i t  was  taken 
down and cur ious ly  removed f rom the internet) : 

	 We make space  for  t ransgender  brothers  and s i s ter s 
	 to  par t ic ipate  and lead.  We. . .do the  work required to 
	 d i smant le  c i sgender  pr iv i lege  and upl i f t  Black t rans 
	 fo lk ,  e spec ia l ly  Black t rans  women[. ] . . .We bui ld 
	 a  space  that . . . i s  f ree  f rom sex i sm,  misogyny,  and 
	 environments  in  which men are  centered[ . ] . . .We 
	 di smant le  the  patr iarchal  pract ice  that  requires 
	 mothers  to  work “double  shi f t s”  so  that  they can 
	 mother  in  the  pr ivate  even as  they par t ic ipate  in 
	 publ ic  jus t ice  work.  We disrupt  the  Western-prescr ibed 
	 nuclear  fami ly  s t ructure[ . ] . . .We foster  a  queer-
	 a f f i rming network.  When we gather,  we do so  with 
	 the  intent  of  f ree ing ourse lves  f rom the t ight  gr ip  of 
	 heteronormat ive  thinking,  or  rather,  the  be l ie f  that  a l l 
	 in  the  wor ld are  heterosexual  (unless  s /he  or  they 
	 d i sc lose  otherwise) .

	 The growing movement  of  cul tura l  Marxi sm in the 

The only thing left 

that provides some 

sanity, some sense 

of order and law 

for human life and 

flourishing, is the 

Word of God.
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name of  soc ia l  jus t ice  and groups  l ike  Black Lives  Matter 
(a t tacking fathers ,  fa i th ,  and fami ly)  are ,  in  large  par t , 
seeking to  s lander  Bible-be l iev ing Chri s t iani ty  as  ev i l 
and s top i t s  growth a l together.  Among young Br i t s ,  for 
example ,  near ly  one quar ter  are  open to  banning the  Bible 
as  hate  speech. 9

	 I  have  only  known the  negat ive  wor ld having preached 
in  large ,  secular  c i t ie s .  The kind of  courage  and c lar i ty 
required in  the  negat ive  wor ld seems unloving,  harsh,  and 
too intense  for  Chri s t ians  who wrongly  be l ieve  we are  in  a 
pos i t ive  or  neutra l  wor ld.  There  i s  a  war  for  our  k ids  and 
grandkids ,  and any pastor  who does  not  be l ieve  that  i s  par t 
of  the  problem. 
	 The Into l er i s ta  i s  having great  success  bra inwashing 
emerging generat ions .  The la tes t  Gal lup survey data  shows 
that  every  younger  generat ion i s  twice  as  l ike ly  to  be 
something other  than sexual ly  s t ra ight ,  which means  we 
may be  a  generat ion or  two away f rom the end of  Western 
c iv i l i zat ion because  you can only  be  f rui t fu l  and mult ip ly 
i f  you unders tand male  and female . 10 11

	 People  educated beyond thei r  inte l l igence  are  wr i t ing 
journal  ar t ic les  for  the  Devi l  with award-winning t i t le s 
l ike  “Theor iz ing White  heteropatr iarchal  supremacy, 
marr iage  fundamenta l i sm,  and the  mechanisms that 
mainta in fami ly  inequal i ty.” 12 Since  you probably  do 
not  have  a  thesaurus  handy,  le t  me summarize  thi s  for 
you:  White  fami l ies  with a  mother  and father  ra i s ing a 
chi ld  are  inherent ly  rac i s t ,  sex i s t ,  and homophobic .  The 
author  ident i f ie s  as  “she/her/hers ,”  which I  f ind hi lar ious 
because  I  ident i fy  as  a  “white/heteropatr iarchal /marr iage 
fundamenta l i s t”  with f ive  k ids  and a  growing dance  par ty 
of  cute  grandkids .  As  thi s  gender  cul t /demonic  decept ion 
possesses  emerging generat ions  through soc ia l  media  and 
educat ion,  research shows that  younger  generat ions  have 
the  worst  menta l  hea l th  on record because  they have  been 
to ld that  the i r  geni ta l ia  and not  the i r  God i s  the  center  of 
the  universe .  Even the  CDC admits  that  today’s  youth have 
unprecedented menta l  hea l th  s t ruggles . 13
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	 In  the  Word,  sex  i s  f ixed.  It’s  b inary :  male  and female . 
Gender  i s  f ixed and i s  b inary :  mascul ine  and feminine. 
Sexual i ty  i s  f ixed:  one man and one woman in the 
covenant  context  of  consummated marr iage .  This  i s  God’s 
d iv ine  des ign.  God got  i t  r ight  the  f i r s t  t ime,  and any 
changes  we make are  wrong. 
	 In  the  wor ld,  sex  i s  f lu id  on an intersex  spectrum. 
Today,  you might  fee l  d i f ferent ly  than you do tomorrow. 
Sex i s  not  determined by God;  i t ’s  determined by you.  It’s 
not  f ixed or  b inary ;  i t ’s  on a  spectrum. Gender  i s  a l so  f lu id 
and ever-changing.  One day you fee l  mascul ine ,  the  next 
day you fee l  feminine,  and the  next  day you’re  somewhere 
in  the  middle .  Sexual i ty  i s  a l so  f lu id on an unf ixed 
spectrum. Today,  I ’m at t racted to  a  male .  Tomorrow, 
I ’m at t racted to  a  female .  My sexual  ident i ty,  my gender 
proc l iv i ty,  and my sexual  rea l i ty  are  complete ly  and 
cont inual ly  moving targets .  There’s  no cons i s tency.  This 
chaos  creates  menta l  hea l th  i s sues . 
	 There’s  now a  whole  secular  cul t  ca l led wokei sm .  It ’s 
a  non-re l ig ious  but  highly  spir i tua l  pagan cul t  that  has 
over taken Western cul ture .  Everything God creates ,  Satan 
counter fe i t s .  Woke i s  the  oppos i te  of  be ing born aga in. 
In Chri s t iani ty,  you’re  born aga in;  in  wokeism,  you’re 
awakened to  see  how you’re  a  “v ict im,”  not  a  v i l la in . 
In wokeism,  you’re  a  good person,  not  a  bad person. 
Nothing in  you needs  to  change,  but  everyone e l se  needs 
to  change how they respond to  you.  In Chri s t iani ty,  when 
you get  saved and are  born aga in,  you get  bapt ized.  The 
counter fe i t  of  that  in  woke cul ture  i s  coming out  of  the 
c loset .  That’s  the i r  way of  taking the i r  pr ivate  be l ie f s 
publ ic  and no longer  be ing ashamed of  the i r  shameful 
behavior.  Everything I ’m say ing here  i s  h ighly  of fens ive  to 
the  wor ld,  but  i t  i s  fact . 
	 There  i s  great  pressure ,  e spec ia l ly  on pastors  who are 
supposed to  de l iver  a  pure  Word f rom God each week, 
to  to lerate  the  demonic  forces  behind the  pervas ive 
pervers ion.  In my book New Days ,  Old Demons ,  I  expla in 
how people  l ive  and die ,  but  the  demons remain the  same. 
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In the  Old Testament ,  Baa l  was  cons idered the  senior, 
mainly  male ,  demon,  the  archenemy of  God,  worshiped 
for  weal th,  power,  success ,  and s tatus ,  and i s  ment ioned 
over  one hundred t imes  as  th i s  demon was  a  constant 
problem.  In the  ancient  wor ld,  h i s  mainly  female  par tner 
in  cr ime,  Asherah (a l so  known as  Venus) ,  was  worshiped 
with prost i tut ion,  pornography,  and pleasure . a To worship 
Baal  and Asherah,  sex  cul t s  arose  that  erased any of  the 
God-given sexual  boundar ies  in  Scr ipture  and promoted 
gender  confus ion,  sexual  s in  of  every  sor t ,  and to lerance 
and pr ide  of  these  things  in  the  greater  cul ture .  These 
power ful  sexual  demons were  a  problem throughout  the 
Old Testament  and espec ia l ly  prominent  in  the  days 
of  Judges  when,  as  the  c los ing l ine  of  the  book repor ts 
a f ter  surveying 300 years  of  apostasy  that  sounds  just 
l ike  l ibera l  mainl ine  Protes tant  denominat ions  that  are 
abominat ions ,  “Everyone did what  was  r ight  in  hi s  own 
eyes .” b

	 These  same demons are  power ful ly  a t  work in  our 
cul ture ,  seducing God’s  people  into ev i l  and s in ,  jus t  as 
they a lways  have .  The r i se  in  everything f rom worship 
of  the  environment  as  our  sacred goddess  Mother ;  greed 
that  worships  the  demon Mamon in everything f rom 
cr ime to  skyrocket ing debt ;  murder  of  the  innocents 
s tar t ing with the  unborn;  and the  mainstream acceptance 
of  pornography,  polygamy,  fornicat ion,  adul ter y, 
homosexual i ty,  t ransgender i sm,  and every  other  sexual 
deviancy i s  a l l  the  work of  Baa l  and Asherah waging 
spir i tua l  war fare  that  manifes t s  in  our  phys ica l  wor ld. 
	 These  power ful  demonic  forces  are  re ferred to  as  a 
“god” or  the  “gods”  throughout  books  of  the  Bible  such as 
Judges . c L ike  any bus iness ,  government  agency,  or  mi l i tar y 
f ight ing unit  with human beings ,  demonic  div ine  be ings 
in  the  unseen rea lm a l so  have  a  chain of  command.  At  the 
top i s  the  demon “Baal ,”  and working under  them are  the 
__________
a Judges  2 :13,  3 :7 ,  6 :25-30,  10:6 b Judges  21:25 c Judges  2 :3 ,  2 :12, 
2 :17,  2 :19,  3 :6 ,  5 :8 ,  6 :10,  6 :31,  8 :33,  9 :9 ,  9 :27,  10:6,  10:13-14, 
10:16,  11:24,  16:23-24,  17:5,  18:14,  18:17-18,  18:20,  18:24
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var ious  demon “Baal s .”  Throughout  the  Bible ,  inc luding 
Judges ,  when you see  Baa l  fo l lowed by another  name,  i t  i s 
of ten a  locat ion over  which that  demon has  dominion.  For 
example ,  Judges  ment ions  “Mount Baal -hermon” a,  “Baa l -
ber i th” b, and “Baal - tamar” c.Today,  there  are  demons who 
have  dominion over  geographic  areas  and,  i f  repor ted in 
the  Bible  today,  we would read of  p laces  l ike  Baa l -Seat t le , 
Baa l -San Francisco,  Baa l -New York,  Baa l -Washington 
D.C. ,  Baa l -London,  Baa l -Tokyo,  or  Baa l -Amsterdam. 
Power ful  demonic  spir i t s  ru le  over  reg ions ,  which expla ins 
why var ious  p laces  have  the  same ev i l s  no matter  who i s  in 
leadership – because  the  demons are  running the  show. 
	 Throughout  the  Old Testament ,  in  books  l ike  Judges , 
Baa l  i s  a l so  of ten ment ioned as  working with Ashtaroh, 
or  Asherah. d This  demon appeared as  a  female  goddess 
of  fer t i l i ty  and sex .  The worship of  Baa l  and Ashtaroh 
inc luded sex  without  any l imits ,  p leasure  and indulgence 
of  every  k ind,  and even chi ld  sacr i f ice .  Ancient  ar twork 
devoted to  her  was  incredibly  pornographic ,  as  she  i s  the 
demon goddess  of  the  modern-day porn industr y. 
	 Demons are  not  engendered because  they do not  have 
a  phys ica l  body.  Demons,  however,  can appear  as  male  or 
female .  Throughout  the  Bible ,  whi le  we never  see  angel s 
involved in  human sexual i ty,  we of ten see  demons involved 
in  human sexual i ty,  par t icular ly  with Baal  and Asherah. 
Since  demons do not  have  a  phys ica l  body,  they are 
t ransgender.  Because  they can appear  as  male  or  female , 
they operate  on an ever- s l id ing gender  spectrum. While 
God made us  male  and female  in  His  image,  demons want 
to  remake us  in  the i r  image and l ikeness  –  t ransgender, 
l iv ing on a  gender  spectrum, and having perver ted sex 
l ives . 
	 The gospel  of  Jesus  Chri s t  i s  about  the  repentance  of 
s in .  Matthew 4:17 says :  “Jesus  began to  preach,  say ing, 
‘Repent ,  for  the  k ingdom of  heaven i s  a t  hand.’”  The 

__________
a Judges  3 :3  b Judges  8 :33,  9 :4  c Judges  20:33 d Judges  2 :13,  3 :7 ,  6 :25-
30,  10:6
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counter fe i t  message  of  demonism i s  to lerance ,  which 
remains  the  pr imary message  be ing preached by the  wor ld 
today.  Behind the  message  of  to lerance  are  the  same 
demons working for  the  Jezebe l  Spir i t .  In  Reve lat ion 2:20, 
Jesus  says  to  a  progress ive  and to lerant  church,  who were 
perhaps  f ly ing a  ra inbow f lag  approved by a  t ransgender 
b i shop,  “But  I  have  thi s  aga inst  you,  that  you to lerate 
that  woman Jezebel ,  who ca l l s  herse l f  a  prophetess  and 
i s  teaching and seducing my ser vants  to  pract ice  sexual 
immoral i ty. . .” 
	 This  i s  a l l  dr iven by the  porn industr y.  The more  porn 
you watch,  the  more  confused you get  about  sex ,  gender, 
and sexual i ty.  The ent i re  goa l  of  pornography i s  to  l i tera l ly 
re-hardwire  the  neura l  pathways  in  your  bra in so  you don’t 
unders tand sex ,  gender,  and sexual i ty  according to  the 
Word.  Instead,  you’re  corrupted according to  the  wor ld. 
To be  de l ivered,  Jesus  Chri s t  must  be  the  Lord over  your 
lo ins . 
	     The Jezebe l  Spir i t  i s  a lways  at  work in  the  Church, 
pol i t ic s ,  and cul ture ,  seeking to  hold pos i t ions  of  power  to 
put  for th fa l se  teaching and encouraging gender  confus ion 
and sexual  s in ,  as  was  the  case  in  the  days  of  El i jah and 
la ter  in  the  church at  Thyat i ra . a The Church needs  leaders 
l ike  El i jah who wi l l  s tand up aga inst  the  Jezebe l  Spir i t  to 
preser ve  the  pur i ty  of  God’s  people  by ca l l ing them to be 
repent ing of  what  they had previous ly  been to lerat ing. 

Jezebe l  i s  a lways  looking 
for  pass ive  Ahabs  who 
wi l l  to lerate  so  they can 
dominate .  In a  church, 
Jezebe l s  a lways  look for 
pos i t ions  of  author i ty, 
usual ly  a longs ide  a  senior 
leader,  so  they can teach 
fa l se  doctr ine ,  br ing a 

spi r i t  of  seduct ion,  and cause  gender  confus ion and sexual 

While God made us male 

and female in His image, 

demons want to remake 

us in their image and 

likeness - transgender, 

living on a gender 

spectrum, and having 

perverted sex lives.  

__________
a Reve lat ion 2:20-21
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rebe l l ion,  jus t  as  in  the  church at  Thyat i ra .  An Ahab 
pastor,  board member,  or  person on s ta f f  or  in  leadership 
i s  the  entry  point  for  the  demonic .  Nice ,  pass ive , 
cowardly,  to lerant ,  fear fu l ,  weak,  Ahabian men a lways 
have  a  problem with El i jahs  –  rea l  men of  God f i l l ed with 
the  Spir i t  who s tand up to  rea l  ev i l  and have  the  head-on 
col l i s ion with the  Jezebe l s  who want  you to  to lerate  them 
so they can dominate  you.  When an El i jah s tands  up to  a 
Jezebe l ,  you should expect  the  Jezebe l  to  speak about  how 
they were  spir i tua l ly  abused,  not  loved,  and fe l t  the  leader 
was  domineer ing.  This  i s  what  counse lors  ca l l  project ion: 
accus ing someone who i s  not  gui l ty  of  exact ly  what  you 
are  gui l ty  of.  Today,  ent i re  ant i -minis t r ies  onl ine  are  led 
by Jezebe l s ,  who are  fa l se  prophets  a t tacking El i jahs  to 
generate  fa l se  prof i t s . 
	 I f  you’re  a  man,  God made you a  man.  He didn’t  make 
a  mistake  by making you a  man.  The answer  i s  not  to 
be  le s s  of  a  man but  to  be  more  of  a  man l ike  Jesus .  The 
whole  reason our  cul ture  does  not  unders tand what  a  man 
i s  supposed to  look l ike  i s  because  they do not  look to 
Jesus  Chri s t . 

IT ALL STARTED IN THE GARDEN

	 Here’s  what  the  Bible  says  in  Genes i s  1 :27:  “God 
created man…” That’s  mankind,  and thi s  i s  before  s in 
entered the  wor ld.  In the  or ig ina l  Hebrew,  “Adam” i s 
mankind.  The whole  human race  i s  named af ter  our  fa ther, 
Adam. When God wanted to  s tar t  humanity,  He s tar ted 
with a  man.  When He wanted to  save  humanity,  He came 
as  a  man.  I f  we have  problems,  we need the  men to  be  the 
beginning of  the  so lut ion.  This  verse  says ,  “God created 
man in hi s  own image…” and r ight  a f ter  that ,  i t  l i s t s  these 
crazy,  b inary  sex  categor ies  say ing,  “…male  and female 
he  created them.”  The quest ion i s ,  “Are  we s t i l l  male  and 
female  a f ter  s in  enters  the  picture?”  Genes i s  5 :2  echoes  i t 
aga in:  “Male  and female  he  created them…” 
	 Some people  are  going to  come a long,  espec ia l ly  the 
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woke joke fo lk  and the  ra inbow-wear ing conga l ine  to 
Hel l ,  and say,  “Not  Jesus ;  Jesus  was  a  hippie .  He wore  a 
dress .  He was  a  vegetar ian.  He’s  a  pac i f i s t .  He’s  on our 
team. He probably  smoked weed.  He had long hair.”  They 
think Jesus  would never  say  anything that  was  so  of fens ive 
as  male  and female .  But  Jesus  does .  Jesus  quotes  Genes i s . 
He says ,  “…he who created them from the beginning made 
them male  and female…” a Jesus  says ,  “Hey,  we’re  s t i l l 
s t icking with plan A.”  There  was  no confus ion.  There  was 
no sex  or  gender  confus ion unt i l  s in  entered the  wor ld. 
God doesn’t  depar t  f rom His  or ig ina l  p lan because  God 
got  i t  r ight  the  f i r s t  t ime.  Al l  the  pressure  to  conform to 
the  corrupt  wor ld instead of  Chri s t’s  words  i s  sp i r i tua l 
war fare . 
	 Today,  we see  an at tack on mascul ini ty  and feminini ty, 
and there’s  a  heavier  war  on men.  You see  thi s  anyt ime 
you turn on the  TV. The butt  of  every  joke  i s  the  husband 
and father.  You turn on a  movie  with your  k ids ,  and the 
dad i s  the  dumbest  person in the  s tory l ine .  You turn on 
a  s i tcom, and the  fool  i s  a lways  the  husband and father. 
You go to  work and,  God forbid,  you choose  the  wrong 
pronoun,  because  you’re  going to  get  cruci f ied by the 
perver ted Phar i sees  in  the  Human Resources  depar tment . 
You send your  k ids  to  government  schools ,  they bra inwash 
them, and i f  you say  something,  you’re  the  problem.  So, 
they se ize  your  k ids  and make them proper ty  of  the  s tate 
to  muti la te  the i r  geni ta l ia  and pump them ful l  of  drugs  for 
the  res t  of  the i r  l ives .  This  i s  the  wor ld we l ive  in .  It ’s  a 
suburb of  Hel l . 

SATAN HAS A MARKETING FIRM

	 There  i s  a  gul f  the  di s tance  of  the  Grand Canyon 
between being smar t  and wise .  You can have  an IQ that 
would make Alber t  Einste in b lush,  have  more  degrees  than 
Fahrenhei t ,  and be  a  use les s  id iot .  Jesus  says ,  in  e f fect , 

__________
a Matthew 19:4
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“Don’t  say  something i s  s tupid unless  i t ’s  s tupid,” a and thi s 
i s  s tupid – t ransgender  spor ts . 
	 We used to  have  male  and female  spor ts ,  but  now 
there’s  no such thing as  male  and female ,  and we have 
males  compet ing in  spor ts  aga inst  females .  The f i r s t  th ing 
my dad to ld me was ,  “We don’t  h i t  g i r l s .”  I  s t i l l  th ink 
that’s  a  good idea .  There’s  a  dude who was  born a  man, 
goes  into cage  f ight ing,  and then fee l s  l ike  he’s  a  woman, 
so  he  s tar t s  f ight ing women.  He cracks  a  woman’s  skul l , 
and I  ta lked about  i t  onl ine ,  and then people  cr i t ic ized 
me.  I  would f ight  back,  but  I  don’t  f ight  g i r l s ,  and 
apparent ly  he’s  a  g i r l .  I f  you e l iminate  these  God-given 
categor ies ,  you’re  no longer  able  to  dea l  with rea l i ty. 
Women are  be ing beat  up by men in the  name of  equal i ty. 
It ’s  b izarre . 
	 This  inc ludes  the  eradicat ion of  gender  and absolute 
as saul t  on our  chi ldren.  I f  you look at  the  LGBTQIA, 
the  a lphabet  soup people ,  there’s  a  group that’s  t r y ing to 
add in an “M” for  “minor-at t racted persons .”  We used to 
ca l l  them pedophi les .  Apparent ly,  Satan got  a  market ing 
f i rm and rebranded thi s  idea .  Minor-at t racted persons  are 
adult s  who are  a t t racted to  chi ldren.  To paraphrase ,  Jesus 
sa id  these  people  should get  f ree  mi l l s tone jewelr y  and a 
one-way boat  t r ip  to  the  middle  of  an ocean. b 
	 The wor ld i s  te l l ing our  chi ldren,  “God didn’t  make 
you a  boy.  God didn’t  make you a  g i r l .  And i f  He did, 
maybe God made a  mistake  and He s inned aga inst  you.  So, 
we need to  undo the  error  God has  done,  and you need 
to  go explore  your  gender.  To atone for  God’s  s in ,  we are 
going to  cut  your  body and shed your  b lood to  remake you 
and f ix  God’s  s in  of  making you the  wrong gender.”  As 
Chri s t ians ,  we need to  say  three  things .  One,  “No!”  Two, 
“No!”  Three ,  “Hel l  no !”  God te l l s  us  who we are .  God 
made us  in  two categor ies :  male  and female .  Jesus  a toned 
for  our  s in  aga inst  Him by shedding His  b lood;  we do not 
atone for  His  s in  aga inst  us  by shedding our  b lood. 

__________
a Matthew 5:22 b Matthew 18:6
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	 Whenever  I  ta lk  about  men,  t r iggered fools  say, 
“You hate  women.”  I  actua l ly  marr ied one,  and I  have 
two daughters ,  and at  the  t ime of  wr i t ing thi s ,  I  have  a 
granddaughter  on the  way.  I  actua l ly  f ind women more 
enjoyable  than men,  to  be  tota l ly  honest  with you.  They 
smel l  bet ter,  they’re  p leasant ,  and they tend to  be  more 
re la t ional .  So,  I ’m not  ant i -woman.  Just  because  I ’m for 
men doesn’t  mean I ’m agains t  women.  As  we say  at  Rea l 
Men,  “We bui ld  men up to  b les s  women and chi ldren.” 
Since  ha l f  of  abor t ions  are  taking the  l ives  of  females , 
young women are  get t ing sexual ly  as saul ted in  record 
numbers ,  and we are  encouraging men to  shower  in 
women’s  locker  rooms af ter  crushing them in spor ts ,  I 
would s t renuous ly  argue that  our  woke wor ld i s  not  warm 
toward women. 
	 But  you need to  know that  thi s  war  on sex  and gender 
i s  for  your  chi ldren,  and i t ’s  for  the  next  generat ion.  The 
wor ld i s  taking chi ldren and say ing,  “You don’t  have  a 
sex ,  and you’re  not  actua l ly  male  or  female .  You don’t 
have  a  gender ;  you can be  very  confused.”  The wor ld 
i s  se t t ing them up for  a  lot  of  sexual  exper imentat ion 
as  a  chi ld .  In what  universe  does  an e ight-year-o ld k id 

have  a  sexual  ident i ty?  I f  a 
k id  i s  e ight  and sexual , 
somebody has  committed a 
cr ime.  That’s  not  educat ion; 

that’s  indoctr inat ion.  Encouraging kids  to  explore  the i r 
geni ta l ia ,  a long with the i r  f r iends’  geni ta l ia ,  i s  not 
he lping;  i t ’s  grooming. 

CHEMICAL CASTRATION OF MINORS

	 The Assoc ia ted  Pre s s  came out  with a  s tory  f rom the 
World Profess ional  Associat ion for  Transgender  Heal th. 14 
The ini t ia l s  are  WTH, which should s tand for  “What  the 
Heck?”  This  profess ional  as soc iat ion of  people  cer t i f ied 
to  care  for  chi ldren sa id  sex-change hormones  could be 
s tar ted for  chi ldren as  ear ly  as  age  14.  14 year s  o f  age .  I f 

Just because I ’m FOR 

men doesn’t mean I ’m 

AGAINST women.
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you fee l  l ike  you were  born the  wrong sex ,  we’re  now going 
to  g ive  you medicat ion to  assaul t  your  per fect ly  hea l thy, 
God-given body that  hasn’t  even f in i shed puber ty  and i sn’t 
fu l ly  grown.  Some of  these  prescr ipt ions  we’re  g iv ing to 
chi ldren as  young as  14 inc lude the  same chemica l s  that 
we g ive  pedophi les  for  chemica l  cas t rat ion.  The ar t ic le  sa id 
thi s  was  two years  ear l ier  than the  group’s  prev ious  advice ; 
the  wor ld keeps  dropping the  age  to  muti la te  chi ldren.  The 
Bible  does  not  encourage  us  to  muti la te  a  chi ld  in  the  way 
they should go but  rather  to  t ra in  a  chi ld  in  the  way they 
should go. 
	 This  ar t ic le  even sa id  some surger ies  are  done at  the 
age  of  15.  Did you make any dumb deci s ions  at  15 years 
o ld?  At  15,  we don’t  yet  t rust  k ids  with a  car,  but  they can 
determine to  muti la te  the i r  geni ta l ia .  This  i s  complete 
insani ty,  and we keep lower ing the  age ,  and eventual ly 
we wi l l  a l so  be  lower ing the  age  of  consent  so  that  adul t s 
can have  sex  with confused kids .  The goal  of  moving 
the  l ines  i s  a lways  to  end up with no l ines .  I f  you don’t 
be l ieve  in  sex ,  gender,  and sexual i ty,  then people  obvious ly 
get  confused.  I f  you’ve  been exposed to  pornography, 
bra inwashing,  bad educat ion,  or  sexual  abuse ,  that’s 
terr i fy ing and traumat iz ing,  and I ’m sorry.  But  to  not  he lp 
someone through that ,  e spec ia l ly  a  chi ld ,  and a l low them 
to cont inue in  that ,  i s  not  lov ing. 
	 This  i s  e spec ia l ly  t rue  s ince  some s tudies  have  shown 
that  most  chi ldren ac tual l y  outgrow the ir  gender  confus ion . 15 
This  i s  actua l ly  a  medica l  d iagnos i s  ca l led gender 
dysphor ia ,  meaning your  body and bra in don’t  agree .  So, 
your  body i s  male ,  but  your  mind says  you’re  female ,  or 
v ice  versa .  We have  two opt ions :  we can hea l  the  bra in,  or 
we can muti la te  the  body.  We,  as  a  cul ture ,  have  dec ided 
that  we’re  going to  choose  muti la t ion and,  in  some s tates , 
i t ’s  not  even lega l  to  counse l  someone to  maybe recons ider 
that ,  i f  the i r  mind i s  incongruent  with the i r  body,  the i r 
mind needs  to  change. 16 In  our  cul ture ,  the  las t  th ing we 
would ever  te l l  someone i s ,  “Just  pract ice  se l f -control . 
Maybe don’t  be  sexual ly  act ive  for  a  whi le  and see  how you 
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are  doing.”  The best  l i fe  l ived in  the  hi s tory  of  the  p lanet 
was  Jesus  Chri s t ,  and He le f t  the  p lanet  a  v i rg in. 
	 We now have  a  cul ture  that’s  dr iven by sexual i ty  and 
pervers ion,  so  we re invent  gender,  muti la te  the  body,  and 
at tack God-given bio logica l  sex .  I  had the  oppor tunity  to 
interv iew Dr.  Michae l  Mil ler,  the  former  head of  p las t ic 
surgery  at  The Ohio State  Univers i ty. 17 On his  f i r s t  day on 
the  job,  the  f i r s t  surgery  he  was  as s igned was  a  t ransgender 
reass ignment  surgery.  He couldn’t  per form i t  because  he’s 
a  Chri s t ian.  I f  the  Great  Phys ic ian made you a  man,  a 
human phys ic ian has  no r ight  to  come in and muti la te 
your  manhood.  Dr.  Mil ler  u l t imate ly  had to  leave  hi s  job 
because  he  wouldn’t  per form these  k inds  of  surger ies . 
He says  you can’t  change someone’s  sex ;  i t ’s  phys ica l ly, 
anatomica l ly  imposs ib le .  But  you can fake  i t .  You can t r y 
to  create  geni ta l ia  that  are  of  the  oppos i te  sex ,  but  i t ’s  not 
the  same.  There’s  not  the  same pleasure ;  there’s  not  the 
reproduct ive  poss ib i l i ty ;  there’s  not  the  natura l  funct ion 
of  creat ion.  You can pump a  body fu l l  of  tes tosterone or 
es t rogen,  but  i t ’s  s t i l l  a  male  or  female  body that  i s  now 
under  at tack f rom fore ign substances  for  the  res t  of  the 
person’s  l i fe .  We are  not  fu l ly  aware  of  what  the  emotional , 
menta l ,  sp i r i tua l ,  or  medica l  to l l  may be  long-term. 
What  we are  see ing i s  a  t rend of  mass  shooters  who are 
t ransgender  females  on male  hormones ,  but  the  media  i s 
t r y ing to  keep thi s  fact  quiet ,  inc luding the  mass  shoot ing 
at  a  large  church in  Houston. 18

	 We have  now created an exper iment  on a  whole 
generat ion of  young people .  Espec ia l ly  young men.  They’re 
confused,  they’re  pressured,  they’re  cul tura l ly  bul l ied,  and 
they’re  in  harm’s  way.  The resul t  i s ,  for  k ids  who walk thi s 
path,  i t  get s  darker  and darker.  The CDC, by no means  a 
bast ion of  r ight-wing conservat i sm,  has  documented that 
emerging generat ions  have  record leve l s  of  menta l  hea l th 
problems,  depress ion,  and suic ida l  ideat ion.  It’s  l ike  we are 
having kids  dr ink ant i - f reeze ,  are  shocked when they aren’t 
hea l thy,  and then dec ide  we need the  government  to  s tep 
in  and make more  ant i - f reeze  for  them to dr ink. 19 
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	 The more  we encourage  thi s  k ind of  gender  confus ion, 
the  worse  things  get .  Our “he lping” i s  actua l ly  hur t ing. 
Kids  don’t  need to  just  be  loved;  they a l so  need to  be  led. 
There  i s  incredible  cul tura l  pressure  to  cave  to  thi s  gender 
cul t .  Each year,  there  i s  an ent i re  month – Pr ide  month 
– devoted to  these  gender-confus ing demons.  Curious ly, 
pr ide  i s  the  root  s in  that  caused Satan’s  Fa l l , a and our 
Lord Jesus  i s  repeatedly  sa id  to  be  humble ,  which i s  the 
oppos i te  of  pr ide . b I ’m Ir i sh ,  and we have  St .  Patr ick’s 
Day,  so  we get  one day where  you dr ink green beer,  pat  a 
leprechaun,  and that’s  about  i t .  But  Pr ide  and Tolerance 
demons get  a  whole  month.  I f  a  Chri s t ian acc identa l ly 
goes  to  Target  that  month,  they wi l l  see  every  a i s le  jus t 
preaching convers ion to  something other  than God-given 
sex ,  gender,  and sexual i ty.
	 At  the  end of  the  day,  i t  may just  be  that  people  are 
hur t ing themselves ,  and i f  you rea l ly  love  them, you te l l 
them that  they’re  hur t ing themselves  and that  other  people 
are  ly ing to  them. When you’re  working in  your  God-
given sex ,  gender,  and sexual i ty,  you’re  working according 
to  God’s  d iv ine  des ign,  and you’re  not  f ight ing grav i ty 
and tr y ing to  row upstream against  your  Creator.  Instead, 
you’re  working with grav i ty  and f lowing in  God’s  grace . 
Repentance  i s  l ike  turning your  canoe around and rowing 
downstream with God instead of  upstream against  Him. 

ACT LIKE A MAN

	 You are  a  man.  We have  of f ic ia l ly  es tabl i shed that ,  i f 
God made you a  man,  you’re  a  man.  I f  you’re  a  man,  what 
does  God want  you to  act  l ike?  A man.  Deuteronomy 22:5 
says :  “A woman sha l l  not  wear  a  man’s  garment ,  nor  sha l l  a 
man put  on a  woman’s  c loak,  for  whoever  does  these  things 
i s  an abominat ion to  the  Lord your  God.”
	 God looks  down and sees  two groups  of  people :  male 
and female .  He wants  men to  look and act  l ike  men and 
__________
a Ezekie l  28:17;  1  Timothy 3:6 b Matthew 11:29;  Mark 10:45; 
Phi l ippians  2 :5-11
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for  women to  look and act  l ike  women.  I ’m g lad my wife , 
Grace ,  doesn’t  look l ike  me.  I ’m not  compla ining at  a l l .  I f 
I  woke up and looked at  myse l f  a s  the  object  of  my des i re 
for  the  res t  of  my days ,  I ’d  throw up and go back to  bed. 
I ’d  think,  “My l i fe  i s  over.  There’s  no reason to  cont inue.” 
	 God’s  people  do things  di f ferent ly.  Even a l l  the  way 
back in  Deuteronomy,  Moses  dea l t  with drag queens , 
large  men wear ing c lear  hee l s ,  and pet i te  women who 
desperate ly  wanted to  grow a  beard and could never  f igure 
out  how to get  an Adam’s  apple ,  much to  the i r  f rustrat ion. 
Paul  says  that  knowledge puff s  up,  and people  with degrees 
can be  arrogant ,  wrongly  thinking they are  progress ive ly 
t rending into new cul tura l  terr i tory  not  yet  explored.  God 
had been dea l ing with naughty,  confused people  who don’t 
unders tand which bathroom to use  s ince  the  bad old days . 
The f i r s t  t ime a  bearded t ransgender  guy wear ing a  dress 
and hee l s  walked into a  church I  was  the  senior  pastor  of 
was  in  the  mid-1990’s .  Anyone who has  l ived in  a  br ight 
b lue  urban dot  has  seen the  future ,  and i t  makes  every 
day look l ike  Hal loween meets  The Purge  a t  an El ton John 
concer t . 
	 Ult imate ly,  God i s  say ing,  “Everybody e l se  does 
things ,  but  my people  are  going to  do things  di f ferent ly.” 
The word holy  means  di f ferent .  As  God’s  men,  we’re  going 
to  do things  di f ferent .  We’re  going to  do sex  di f ferent , 
marr iage  di f ferent ,  parent ing di f ferent ,  money di f ferent , 
gender  di f ferent ,  everything di f ferent  than the  wor ld that 
does  not  know our  God.  I f  you’re  a  Chri s t ian,  you’re  a 
weirdo,  a  minor i ty,  an out l ier,  a  f reak.  Wear  i t  proudly ; 
everyone e l se  does .  Today,  the  t rue  rebe l  i s  a  heterosexual 
guy who dr ives  a  t ruck to  work so  he  can feed his  fami ly 
and t i the  to  hi s  church.  That’s  the  only  rebe l l ion le f t , 
because  no one i s  doing that . 
	 As  an homage to  the  o ld guys  reading thi s  book,  here’s 
another  verse ,  and thi s  one i s  in  the  King James  Vers ion.  It 
says ,  “Know ye  not  that  the  unr ighteous  sha l l  not  inher i t 
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the  k ingdom of  God?” a So,  who’s  not  going to  make i t 
into Heaven?  It  cont inues ,  “Be not  dece ived:  ne i ther 
fornicators ,  nor  idolaters ,  nor  adulterers ,  nor  e f feminate , 
nor  abusers  of  themselves  with mankind…” Effeminate 
men wi l l  not  inher i t  the  Kingdom of  God.  God made you a 
man.  He made you to  act  l ike  a  man. 

MEN SHOULD BE CHRISTLIKE,  NOT CHAUVINISTIC 

	 In  our  cul ture ,  men tend to  be  pushed too far  to  the 
le f t  in  confus ion,  which can cause  them to overreact  on 
the  r ight  with chauvinism.  These  are  the  guys  who think 
that  bul ly ing,  domineer ing,  and int imidat ing women and 
chi ldren i s  a  manly  thing to  do.  That’s  not  a  terr i f ic  man; 
that’s  a  terr ib le  man. 
	 One example  i s  the  “Red Pi l l”  community,  which takes 
i t s  name f rom the movie  The Matr ix ,  where  Keanu Reeves’ 
character  pops  a  red pi l l  to  f ree  hi s  mind f rom a  s imulated 
wor ld and instead enjoy genuine rea l i ty.  Their  genera l  v iew 
of  the  wor ld i s  that  female  oppress ion i s  a  s i l ly  myth,  and 
men are  the  ones  get t ing raked over  the  coa l s .  Because  of 

evolut ion,  men and women are 
di f ferent ,  and men are  bas ica l ly 
super ior.  Women should ser ve 
men and chi ldren,  and men 

should have  sex  with a  lot  of  women and not  be  expected 
to  emotional ly  care  for  them. This  i s  an overreact ion to 
feminism and what  happens  when people  do not  know the 
Bible  and God’s  d iv ine  des ign for  men and women. 
	 Chauvinis t ic  men wi l l  brag  about  how many women 
they have  s lept  with and thei r  “body count .”  Chauvinis t ic 
men wi l l  date  and s leep with mult ip le  women at  a  t ime, 
bul ly  women,  and brag on soc ia l  media  about  the i r  sexual 
exploi t s  for  fe l low bro-hos  to  admire .  Chri s t ian men 
should not  be  chauvinis t ic  men. 
	 A good,  godly  man f i l l ed with and led by the  Holy 

Effeminate men 

will not inherit 

the Kingdom of God.

__________
a 1  Corinthians  6 :9
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Spir i t  b les ses  women and chi ldren,  i s  not  confused about 
himse l f,  and i sn’t  overbear ing and domineer ing.  He’s 
lov ing and present ,  h i s  wi fe  fee l s  secure ,  and his  k ids  love 
him.  This  k ind of  man wi l l  s tand up for  hi s  fami ly  and 
knee l  down for  hi s  Lord. 
	 1  Corinthians  16:13-14 [HCSB] says ,  “Be a ler t ,  s tand 
f i rm in the  fa i th ,  act  l ike  a  man,  be  s t rong.  Your  every 
act ion must  be  done with love .”  A man i s  to  be  both l ion 
and lamb,  and Jesus  shows us  as  men how to be  both. 
Women fee l  sa fe  around Jesus ,  and chi ldren f lock to  Jesus 
because  He’s  lov ing.  The book of  Reve lat ion a l so  descr ibes 
Jesus  as  “the  Lion of  the  t r ibe  of  Judah” a a s  wel l  a s  “the 
Lamb who was  s la in .” b To be  a  man l ike  Jesus  i s  to  be  a 
l ion for  women and chi ldren and a  lamb with  women and 
chi ldren.  I f  you’re  a lways  a  l ion,  you’re  going to  harm 
women and chi ldren because  you’re  unsafe .  I f  you’re  only 
a  lamb,  you’l l  be  a  weak coward and le t  someone e l se  harm 
women and chi ldren as  you avoid conf l ic t  and hardship. 
The goal  i s  to  s top bad guys  but  not  to  be  a  bad guy.
	 For  most  of  my minis t r y,  I  have  seen women with 
t raumat ic  fa ther  wounds ini t ia l ly  t r iggered by my voice 
and presence .  Over  and over,  a s  they s tay  in  our  church, 
l i s ten to  my preaching,  and unders tand my father ly  hear t 
for  them, they begin to  hea l  f rom abus ive  and dangerous 
fa thers  and father  f igures  f rom their  past .  For  example , 
there  was  a  young woman who had a  very  abus ive  and 
dangerous  fa ther  that  she  cut  of f  f rom her  l i fe .  The f i r s t 
t ime she  was  in  a  crowded room f i l l ed with people ,  she 
sensed my presence  and heard my voice ,  and her  anxiety 
caused her  to  f lee  the  house .  Today,  she  smi les  and v i s i t s 
with me at  church,  knowing I  am a  lamb with  her  but  wi l l 
a lways  be  a  l ion for  her.  As  men,  i t ’s  important  for  us  to 
unders tand the  damage done by men,  espec ia l ly  husbands , 
fa thers ,  and grandfathers ,  who are  a  l ion with  women and 
chi ldren.  By being a  lamb with  them and a  l ion for  them, 
God can use  us  to  s tar t  to  hea l  and de l iver  them. 
__________
a Reve lat ion 5:5 b Reve lat ion 5:12,  13:8
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	 The key to  Chri s t ian mascul ini ty  i s  to  s tudy the  l i fe 
of  Jesus  and learn what  i t  means  to  act  l ike  a  man.  In a 
book I  wrote  ca l led Spir i t -Fi l l ed  Je su s ,  I  wr i te  that  Jesus’ 
emotions  are  ment ioned some 60 t imes  in  the  four  gospe l s . 
The Bible  says  Jesus  had humor,  marve led,  gr ieved,  loved, 
re jo iced,  and was  sorrowful ,  t roubled,  d i s t res sed,  sad, 
angry,  and g lad.  Jesus  had the  fu l l  range of  emotions ,  and 
He demonstrates  them in a  mascul ine  way.  Most  unheal thy 
men think there  are  feminine and mascul ine  emotions . 
This  would mean women say  they’re  sorry,  not  men; 
women cry,  not  men;  women are  a f fect ionate ,  men are  not . 
This  i sn’t  t rue .  Men and women both bear  the  image and 
l ikeness  of  God and have  the  same emotions ;  they’re  jus t 
expressed in  mascul ine  and feminine ways . 
	 Jesus  i s  per fect ,  and He exper ienced the  fu l l  range of 
emotions .  The shor tes t  verse  in  the  whole  Bible  i s  “Jesus 
wept .” a I  have  two daughters .  My daughters  know me as  a 
lamb.  They’ve  seen me cry  more  than anyone.  I f  you have 
a  daughter,  you know the  cute  face  of  your  pr incess  i s  l ike 
kryptonite .  Her  face  melt s  your  hear t .  I  love  be ing a  g i r l 
dad with a l l  my hear t . 
	 A couple  of  years  ago,  we dropped our  youngest 
daughter  of f  a t  co l lege  and got  her  moved in.  When i t  was 
t ime to  go,  I  went  to  pray  for  her.  Guess  what  happened?  I 
sprung a  leak.  I  looked l ike  I  had just  won Miss  America . 
I  couldn’t  s top cry ing.  It  was  a  hot  mess ,  minus  the  hot . 
Then my daughter  saw me,  and she  s tar ted cry ing and sa id , 
“I  knew you were  going to  cr y,  and then you’d make me 
cry.”  My daughters  make me cry  a l l  the  t ime.  My hear t  i s 
open to  my daughters ,  and I  love  them dear ly.  Every  t ime 
e i ther  of  my daughters  i s  in  the  room, I  k i s s  her  on top of 
her  head and te l l  her  I  love  her. 
	 I  have  been fa i thful  to  my wife  s ince  our  f i r s t  date 
on March 12,  1988.  I  have  never  ra i sed a  hand against 
any woman.  On one of  our  f i r s t  dates ,  an ex-boyfr iend, 
who was  s ta lk ing her,  came barre l ing at  us  out  of  the  dark 
__________
a John 11:35
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on a  motorcyc le ,  and I  jumped in f ront  of  her  ensur ing 
that ,  i f  one of  us  was  going to  get  run over,  i t  would be 
me.  I  wasn’t  a  Chri s t ian at  the  t ime,  but  I  was  a  man,  so 
I  d id what  men should do – get  between bad guys  and 
vulnerable  women. 
	 To act  l ike  a  man as  God intends  i s  not  to  act  l ike  a 
man as  you would see  the  wor ld – very  confused,  pass ive , 
and e i ther  feminine or  chauvinis t ic .  Men should be  l ike 
Jesus .  I f  you dr ink whiskey and eat  meat ,  I ’m f ine  with 
that .  In  fact ,  I ’ l l  come to  your  house  so  we can do those 
things  together.  But  at  the  end of  the  day,  I  could get  an 
orangutan to  dr ink whiskey and eat  meat ;  to  be  a  man 
must  require  more  than that .
	 So,  when the  Bible  says ,  “Be watchful ,  s tand f i rm in 
the  fa i th ,  act  l ike  men,  be  s t rong.  Let  a l l  that  you do be 
done in  love ,” a women and chi ldren should fee l  l ike  a  lamb 
i s  with them but ,  i f  needed,  a  l ion wi l l  be  there  to  protect 
them. 

REAL MEN, NOT PERFECT MEN

	 Par t  of  the  brokenness  in  our  country  s tems f rom the 
fact  that ,  according to  our  Father  and His  Word,  we don’t 
jus t  ra i se  chi ldren – we ra i se  sons  and daughters .  There 
are  some commonal i t ie s  in  ra i s ing sons  and daughters 
but ,  b io logica l ly,  chemica l ly,  and hormonal ly,  they are 
male  and female .  I f  you,  l ike  me,  have  ra i sed both sons 
and daughters ,  you fu l ly  unders tand that  boys  and g i r l s 
are  d i f ferent .  At  some point ,  everyone who has  ra i sed a 
son thinks ,  “Now I  be l ieve  in  evolut ion.  This  k id  i s  a  few 
s teps  back on the  evolut ionary  char t .”  Unti l  a  boy has  a 
fu l l  te s tosterone bath and gets  to  a  point  of  matur i ty,  he  i s 
a t  r i sk  of  complete  se l f -destruct ion a l l  the  t ime.  But  then, 
h i s  s i s ter  gets  her  per iod and becomes  a  young woman 
with increased emotional  sens i t iv i ty,  and the  dad i s  l ike , 
“Whoa!  Help !  Wife ,  p lease ,  now!” 
__________
a 1  Corinthians  16:13-14
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	 Here’s  the  language of  the  Bible :  i t  speaks  of  “men” 
or  a  “man” 4,000 t imes ,  a  “husband” over  a  hundred 
t imes ,  a  “wife”  over  400 t imes ,  a  “woman” or  “women” 
600 t imes ,  “sons”  4 ,000 t imes ,  and “daughters”  700 t imes . 
Just  reading those  words  t r iggers  some people ,  but  God 
does  not  care  because  His  Word i s  a  very  unsafe  space  for 
unrepentant  s inners .  Par t  of  the  wor ld’s  problem i s  that 
they don’t  know what  a  man i s  or  does ,  so  they don’t  know 
how to take  a  l i t t le  boy and grow him into a  man.  Men are 
far  more  important ,  v i ta l ,  and necessary  than our  wor ld 
thinks .  Arguably  every  s ingle  cul tura l  problem,  pain,  and 
per i l  i s  because  men have  fa i led to  do what  God created 
them to do.  The only  so lut ion i s  not  more  government 
but  bet ter  men.  The best se l l ing t - shir t  a t  our  church 
was  a  quip f rom one of  my sermons,  “More Fathers .  Less 
Government .” 
	 I f  you commit  to  reading thi s  book,  you don’t  need 
to  be  good,  you don’t  need to  be  tough,  you don’t  need to 
be  r ight ;  you just  need to  be  honest  to  get  s tar ted on your 
path to  manhood.  That’s  why we ca l l  our  men’s  minis t r y 
“Real  Men.”  I f  we ca l led i t  “Per fect  Men,”  Jesus  would 
come,  and He’d be  a lone.  We wanted to  have  a  bet ter 
turnout ,  so  we ca l led i t  “Real  Men.” 
	 Wherever  you’re  a t ,  jus t  s tar t  there .  Do you have 
a  wi fe  and kids?  Great .  Do you have  a  g i r l f r iend who’s 
pregnant?  Not  great .  You did the  f i re ,  a im,  ready process , 
but  i t ’s  not  too la te  to  turn things  around.  You don’t  need 
to  pretend you have  i t  a l l  f igured out .  Just  be  honest  and 

repentant ,  and God can turn 
around your  l i fe  and legacy. 

	 There  aren’t  a  lot  of  p laces 
or  people  in  thi s  wor ld that 

are  here  to  he lp men.  There’s  a  group ca l led the  Nat ional 
Organizat ion for  Women but  no Nat ional  Organizat ion 
for  Men.  You can get  a  degree  in  Women’s  Studies ,  but  the 
hair y  pi t ted,  non-binary,  pronoun pol ice  professors  do not 
a l so  of fer  a  degree  in  Men’s  Studies .  There’s  no c las s  on 
how to be  a  man.  The s t r ip  c lub wi l l  take  your  money and 

The only solution is 

not more government 

but better men.
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put  your  hepat i t i s  shot  to  work.  The spor ts  bar  wi l l  feed 
you wings ,  pour  you a  beer,  and le t  you ye l l  but  doesn’t 
have  a  lot  of  wisdom to of fer.  Most  churches  are  run by 
men who might  die  i f  shot  with a  Ner f  gun.  But  who i s 
there  to  he lp?  That’s  the  goal  of  th i s  book.
	 I f  you’re  reading thi s  book and you’re  a  man,  you 
matter.  I  don’t  care  where  you s tar t ;  th ings  can get  bet ter. 
Don’t  worry  about  your  s tar t ing l ine ;  s tay  focused on His 
f in i sh l ine .  Keep running the  race  se t  before  you as  a  man 
of  God.  I f  a  man surrenders  h imse l f  to  hi s  Heavenly  Father 
and wants  to  be  a  good son,  the  Father  i s  very  grac ious  to 
pour  out  b les s ing and he lp that  man.  How do I  know? 
	 I  grew up down the  s t reet  f rom a  few s t r ip  c lubs  near 
where  Ted Bundy and the  Green River  Ki l ler  were  ser ia l 
k i l l e r s .  I  d id not  know Jesus .  When I  was  17,  I  met  a 
pastor’s  daughter  and s tar ted s leeping with sa id  pastor’s 
daughter.  You get  cuts  in  the  l ine  to  Hel l  for  that .  That’s 
where  I  s tar ted.  But  now,  she’s  my wife ,  and she’s  teaching 
women,  and I ’m teaching men what  not  to  do,  because 
that’s  what  we did.  I  s tar ted with a  crania l - recta l  inser t ion 
so  deep I  could not  see  dayl ight .  God has  a  funny sense  of 
humor us ing me to  t ra in men. 
	 I f  there’s  hope for  me,  there’s  hope for  you.  We a l l 
s tar t  in  a  bad place  in  one way or  another.  I f  you got  i t 
wrong,  God can he lp you make i t  r ight .  Al l  you have  to 
do i s  jus t  s tar t  by  say ing,  “You’re  the  Father,  I ’m the  son. 
Father,  he lp  me become l ike  your  Son,  Jesus .”  The “want 
to”  precedes  the  “how to,”  and I  pray  thi s  book g ives  you 
some pract ica l  s teps  to  become a  man more  l ike  Jesus .  We 
wi l l  s tar t  in  the  next  chapter  with worshiping your  Father, 
because  we become l ike  who or  what  we worship. 

Quest ions  for  Personal  Ref lect ion or  Group Discuss ion
	 1 .  Do you agree  that  the  Bible  should be  the  div iding 
	     l ine  between the  Church and the  wor ld?  I f  not , 
	     why? 
	 2 .  What  i s  most  concerning and/or  f rustrat ing about 
	     what  cul ture  i s  teaching emerging generat ions  about  



	     men and mascul ini ty? 
	 3 .  What  i s  the  di f ference  between a  s t rong Chri s t - l ike 
	     man and a  chauvinis t ic  man? 
	 4 .  What  did the  Holy  Spir i t  h ighl ight  in  thi s  chapter 
	     for  you?  Why do you think He emphas ized that 
	     i s sue  for  you?  
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H ave  you ever  heard the  say ing,  “Like  fa ther,  l ike  son?” 
Somet imes ,  what’s  t rue  in  the  phys ica l  i s  a l so  t rue  in 

the  spir i tua l .  Not  only  are  sons  l ike  the i r  phys ica l  fa thers , 
but  spir i tua l  sons  can be  l ike  the i r  sp i r i tua l  fa thers .  I ’ l l 
g ive  you an example .
	 I  of tent imes  wear  boots  because  no one needs  to  see 
my hair y  toes .  I ’ve  been wear ing boots  s ince  I  was  a  l i t t le 
boy,  and someone recent ly  asked me,  “Why do you wear 
boots?”  They add an inch,  which i s  he lpful  because ,  a t 
th i s  point ,  my sons  are  a l l  looking down on me,  so  I ’ l l 
take  what  I  can get .  The Bible  says  the  las t  wi l l  be  f i r s t . 
Hopeful ly,  my resurrected body wi l l  be  l ike  e ight  feet  ta l l , 
and I  can dunk over  my sons ,  but  unt i l  then,  I ’ l l  wear 
boots . 
	 The other  day,  I  was  thinking about  the  rea l  reason 
why I  wear  boots ,  and I  remembered my dad wore  s tee l -
toed boots  to  work every  day as  a  construct ion worker, 
a  drywal ler.  I  remember  when my mom took me to  the 
s tore  and sa id ,  “Marky,  here  are  your  tennis  shoes ,”  and 
I  loved and looked up to  my dad,  so  I  sa id ,  “No,  I  want 
boots  because  I  want  to  be  l ike  my dad.”  I  even got  a  l i t t le 
lunchbox,  toolbox,  and hard hat  jus t  l ike  him,  and when 
he’d le t  me,  I ’d  jump in hi s  t ruck and go to  work with him 
because  I  wanted to  be  just  l ike  my dad.
	 The same was  t rue  for  my grandpa George .  He was 
a  d iese l  mechanic ,  and he wore  the  same thing – boots 
and jeans  –  a l though he eventual ly  switched to  overa l l s 
because  he  gave  up on anything with a  wais t l ine .  When i t 
came to  desser t ,  he  seemed to  s ing the  o ld worship l ine ,  “I 
surrender  a l l .”  I  loved my grandpa with a l l  my hear t ,  so  I 
a l so  wanted to  be  l ike  my grandpa.
	 Men unders tand want ing to  be  l ike  the i r  dads  and 
granddads ,  but  most  men don’t  l ike  or  unders tand worship. 
Most  men come to  church for  the  sermon and leave  when 
the  s inging begins .  So,  in  thi s  chapter,  I  want  to  look at 
worship f rom a  mascul ine  perspect ive . 
	 Let’s  go back to  the  beginning of  the  chapter  and the 
phrase  “Like  fa ther,  l ike  son.”  God and Satan are  both 
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fa thers  with sons ,  so  you better  make sure  you have  the 
r ight  fa ther.  Which father  you worship determines  whose 
son you become. 

GOD IS A FATHER JUST LIKE WE ARE

	 1  John 3:10 says ,  “By thi s  i t  i s  ev ident  who are  the 
chi ldren of  God,  and who are  the  chi ldren of  the  devi l…” 
Here’s  the  big  idea :  There  are  two fathers ,  and they have 
sons .  Satan i s  a  fa ther,  and he has  sons .  God i s  a  fa ther, 
and He has  sons .  So,  i t ’s  rea l ly  important  for  you to 
determine who your  fa ther  i s  and whose  son you are . 
	 When i t  comes  to  God as  Father,  Jesus  t ransforms our 
unders tanding of  God.  In the  Old Testament ,  i t  ment ions 
God as  Father  around 15 t imes .  Almost  every  t ime,  i t ’s 
corporate  and not  indiv idual .  So,  God i s  our  Father,  but 

He’s  not  my  Father.  The language 
i sn’t  a s  warm and personal  as 
what  I  would say  toward my sons . 
For  instance ,  my sons  would 
say,  “You’re  my dad,”  and I ’d 
say,  “You’re  my son.”  It’s  very 
personal  and int imate .  But  the i r 

unders tanding was  more  nat ional  than personal . 
	 Jesus  then comes  and i s  ca l led the  Son of  God – l ike 
Father,  l ike  Son.  Jesus  Chri s t  comes  as  the  Son of  God, 
and He s tar t s  ca l l ing God “Father.”  He i s  the  f i r s t  and 
only  major  re l ig ious  leader  in  the  hi s tory  of  the  wor ld 
with any s igni f icant  inf luence  who re fers  to  God as  Father 
in  a  very  personal  way.  About  65 t imes  in  the  f i r s t  three 
Gospel s  –  Matthew,  Mark,  and Luke – He ca l l s  God 
“Father.”  In John’s  Gospel ,  Jesus  ca l l s  God “Father”  an 
as tonishing roughly  100 t imes .  His  favor i te  name for  God 
i s  Father. 
	 God i s  a  Father,  and Jesus  Chri s t  i s  the  Son of  God. 
Then,  the  di sc ip les  come to  Jesus  and ask,  in  e f fect , 
“Teach us  how to pray  because  we don’t  know how to do 
that .”  The f i r s t  th ing Jesus  says  i s  to  pray  to  “Our Father.” 
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The key i s  th i s :  i f  you want  to  learn how to pray,  get  to 
know God as  Father.  I f  you want  to  learn how to worship, 
which i s  praying in  song,  get  to  know God as  Father.  Once 
you know who your  Father  i s ,  you can become a  son who’s 
l ike  your  Father.  That’s  the  es sence  of  prayer  and worship. 
A loved son who has  a  present  fa ther  natura l ly  speaks  to 
him,  l i s tens  to  him,  and becomes  l ike  him. 
	 Research has  proven that  “young men learn a  lot  about 
how to be  a  man f rom their  dads .  This  i s  an intui t ive 
f inding,  but  we had l i t t le  empir ica l  ev idence  of  i t  unt i l 
now.  Conf i rming that  dads  ‘pass  on’  the i r  mascul ini ty 
be l ie f s  to  the i r  sons  has  far - reaching impl icat ions .” 20  
What  i s  t rue  of  phys ica l  fa ther ing i s  a l so  t rue  of  sp i r i tua l 
fa ther ing.  Men in a  church become l ike  the  pastor  or 
fa ther  of  the  church fami ly.  Men who worship God as 
Father  become sons  increas ingly  l ike  the i r  b ig  brother 
Jesus  Chri s t ,  who i s  the  Son of  God. 
	 Jesus  changes  and radica l ly  a l ter s  l i tera l ly  a l l  o f  wor ld 
hi s tory.  The word He uses  for  Father  in  the  or ig ina l 
language i s  “Abba.”  Somet imes  i t ’s  mis t rans lated as  daddy, 
but  i t ’s  not  daddy;  i t ’s  fa ther.  Daddy would be  the  k ind 
of  word a  l i t t le  k id  would use  for  the i r  dad.  For  instance , 
r ight  now,  I  have  three  sons  who are  young men,  and thei r 
voices  are  as  deep as  mine.  They don’t  ca l l  me daddy;  they 
ca l l  me father  or  dad.  I  ca l l  my dad pops ,  fa ther,  or  dad. 
I  don’t  ca l l  h im daddy because  I ’m not  weird,  and my dad 
would hate  that . 
	 Somet imes ,  people  pray  nonsense  l ike  “Dear  Daddy 
God,”  and my gag re f lex  t r iggers  the  thought ,  “If  you’re 
four  years  o ld  with a  b inky,  then you can ca l l  God 
‘Daddy.’  Otherwise ,  jus t  ca l l  h im ‘Father,’  okay?”  That’s 
the  language Jesus  uses . 
	 Here’s  what  Jesus  says  in  John 8:44:  “You are  of 
your  fa ther  the  devi l ,  and your  wi l l  i s  to  do your  fa ther’s 
des i res .”  Jesus  says  to  ev i l  men,  “You want  to  do what  your 
dad does .”  True or  fa l se ,  i f  you have  a  dad and you’re  the 
son,  odds  are  you’re  going to  want  to  do what  your  dad 
does .  The verse  cont inues :  “He was  a  murderer  f rom the 
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beginning,  and does  not  s tand on the  t ruth…he i s  a  l ia r 
and the  fa ther  of  l i e s .” 
	 Jesus  shows up,  looks  at  re l ig ious  guys ,  and says , 
“Your  fa ther  i s  the  devi l .  You want  to  do what  he  does . 
You say  the  l ie s  he  says .  I f  you can hur t  someone or 
destroy something,  cance l  something or  cruci fy  someone, 

you’re  going to  do i t  because  you’re  a 
murderer  jus t  l ike  your  o ld man.” 
Not  exact ly  what  you’d want  to 
hear  Jesus  say  to  you.  Rather  than 
repent ing of  the i r  s in ,  the  re l ig ious 
leaders  only  proved Jesus’  point  by 
murder ing Him, s ince  the i r  o ld  man 

was  a  murderer.  Make no mistake ,  the  Devi l ’s  sons  are 
of ten very  re l ig ious  and very  unr ighteous . 

GENERATIONAL CURSES AND GENERATIONAL 
BLESSINGS

	 Have you ever  seen a  fami ly  l ine ,  generat ion af ter 
generat ion,  where  each person i s  jus t  demonic  and ev i l ? 
That  i s  a  generat ional  curse .  This  expla ins  why God 
commands that  some people  groups  be  wiped out  –  because 
they are  demonic  to  the  core  and only  increase  the i r  ev i l 
deeds  f rom generat ion to  generat ion.  The converse  of  that 
i s  i f  you have  a  fa ther  who loves  the  Lord and loves  you, 
you grow up to  love  your  fa ther  and love  the  Lord,  so  i t ’s 
a  generat ional  b les s ing.  It ’s  movement  towards  l i fe ,  not 
death,  generat ion af ter  generat ion.  Every  man leaves  a 
legacy,  and the  opt ions  are  curs ing or  b les s ing. 
	 No man i s  complete ly  independent  and autonomous. 
Many men l ike  to  say,  “I  s tand on my own two feet .” 
That’s  a  l i e ,  and the  Father  of  Lies  to ld  you that .  Every 
man has  a  fa ther  not  just  on ear th but  beyond the  seen 
rea lm,  and that’s  e i ther  God the  Father  or  Satan.  Who your 
div ine  fa ther  i s  determines  what  k ind of  l i fe  you l ive ,  what 
k ind of  legacy you leave ,  and what  k ind of  man you are .  In 
the  context  of  worship,  i t ’s  th i s  b ig  cosmic  unders tanding 
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of  “Like  fa ther,  l ike  son.”
	 So,  what  i s  worship?  Worship i s  not  just  a  genre 
of  music .  It  inc ludes  music ,  but  i t ’s  much bigger  than 
that .  Worship i s  not  something that  s tar t s  and s tops .  In 
Hebrews 13:15,  i t  says  we cont inual ly  of fer  i t  up.  It’s 
not  something that  begins  and ends ;  i t ’s  a  l i fe s ty le .  In 
addit ion,  worship i sn’t  something that  jus t  happens  in  the 
Church.  It  happens  in  church to  be  sure ;  i t  happens  when 
we s ing together  for  sure .  But  i t ’s  b igger  and much broader 
than that .
	 The wor ld i s  not  div ided into people  who worship 
and people  who don’t .  The wor ld i s  d iv ided into people 
who worship God and people  who worship someone or 
something e l se .  Everyone worships .  Everyone i s  a lways 
worshiping someone or  something.  What  I  want  you to 
see  i s  your  l i fe  f rom the perspect ive  of  worship.  Who do 
you worship?  What  do you worship?  How do you worship? 
Worship i s  internal  and external .  It ’s  a  love  for  God as 
Father  internal ly  and a  l i fe s ty le  external ly.  It ’s  say ing,  “I 
do love  my Father,  so  I  want  to  l ive  l ike  my Father.”  I f  you 
love  God as  Father  and you are  a  son of  God,  you want  to 
fo l low your  Father’s  example .  You a l so  want  your  Father  to 
say,  a t  the  end of  your  l i fe ,  “Wel l  done.”  That’s  what  every 
son wants  to  hear  f rom a  good father :  “I ’m proud of  you, 
I ’m grate ful  for  you,  I  love  you,  and I  reward you.”
	 Worship i s  both publ ic  and pr ivate .  We worship when 
we’re  in  church;  that’s  publ ic .  Worship i s  a l so  what  we do 
at  work,  how we t reat  others ,  and the  dec i s ions  we make; 
that’s  a l so  publ ic .  Worship i s  pr ivate  in  that  i t ’s  a l so  what 
happens  when you go home and the  door  shuts .  Worship 
i s  what  happens  when you go to  the  l iquor  cabinet ,  c l ick 
onto the  internet ,  make everyday dec i s ions ,  and spend 
money.  It’s  publ ic ,  where  everyone sees  i t ,  and i t ’s  a l so 
pr ivate ,  and only  the  Father  sees  that .  He sees  a l l .  
	 Hebrews 13:15–16 says ,  “Through him [ Jesus  Chri s t ] 
then le t  us  cont inual ly  of fer  up a  sacr i f ice  of  pra i se  to 
God,  that  i s ,  the  f rui t  of  l ips  that  acknowledge hi s  name. 
Do not  neglect  to  do good and to  share  what  you have , 



for  such sacr i f ices  are  p leas ing to  God.”  The of fer ing up 
of  the  sacr i f ice  of  pra i se ,  that’s  s inging,  and the  doing 
good,  that’s  l iv ing.  I f  you’re  a  guy who loves  others  and 
ser ves  others ,  the  goal  i s  to  have  a  l i fe s ty le  of  ser v ice  and 
sacr i f ice ,  which i s  your  worship.  The worst  th ing i s  i f  a 
guy has  the  s inging but  not  the  l iv ing.  That’s  what  we 
ca l l  a  hypocr i te .  In  church,  he  shouts ,  “Pra i se  Jesus !  Yes 
and amen,  brother !”  and then he  goes  home,  he’s  mean to 
hi s  wi fe ,  abus ive  to  hi s  k ids ,  he  never  repents ,  and he’s 
a  hypocr i te  that  Jesus  ca l l s  “ . . . twice  as  much a  son of 
he l l . . .” a –  he’s  vars i ty  demonic  and probably  in  leadership 
at  a  church,  l ike  Judas .  The person he i s  in  pr ivate  i s  not 
the  person he i s  in  publ ic .  The rea l  you i s  who you are  in 
the  dark. 
	 A rea l  man worships  in  pr ivate  when only  God sees 
and in publ ic  when everyone e l se  sees ,  and they’re  the 
same person.  A person who i s  t ru ly  a  man who worships 
God s ings  in  church but  a l so  l ives  a  l i fe  of  worship the 
res t  of  the  week.  Pract ica l ly,  God’s  sons  a l so  worship in 
the i r  car,  a t  the i r  house ,  a t  the i r  job,  a t  the  grocery  s tore , 
a t  the i r  k id’s  spor t ing event ,  and in the i r  bedroom. You’re 
a lways  worshiping someone or  something wherever  you 
are . 

MEN ARE MADE FOR DOMINION

	 Everyone everywhere  i s  a lways  worshiping.  Genes i s 
1 :26 says ,  “Then God sa id ,  ‘Let  us  make man in our 
image,  a f ter  our  l ikeness .  And le t  them have  dominion…’”
	 Let’s  jus t  pause  here  for  a  second.  I f  you’re  a  man,  you 
need to  know you were  made for  dominion.  That’s  why 
you were  made.  But  in  our  cul ture ,  we di scourage  thi s  out 
of  men at  a  very  young age .  “Don’t  be  ambit ious .  Don’t 
be  aggress ive ,  dr iven,  or  compet i t ive .  Don’t  seek to  lead 
something or  change something or  ru le  somewhere .  That’s 
toxic  mascul ini ty.”  To that ,  I  would say,  “If  the  person 
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who to ld you that  i s  waving a  ra inbow f lag  or  wear ing a 
medica l  mask,  jus t  fee l  f ree  to  ignore  them, because  they 
have  the  same discernment  leve l  as  an oak cof fee  table .” 
They don’t  know what  they’re  ta lk ing about .  Men are  made 
for  dominion,  ru le ,  and author i ty  and,  i f  God’s  men don’t 
ru le ,  then Satan’s  men wi l l .  It ’s  very  s imple .  Ei ther  God’s 
sons  exerc i se  dominion or  Satan’s  sons  exerc i se  dominion.
	 I f  you’ve  ra i sed a  son,  you know they’re  a lways  t r y ing 
to  f ind the i r  dominion.  I ’ve  seen thi s  with our  three 
sons  and am beginning to  see  i t  in  our  grandsons .  At  the 
ear l ie s t  poss ib le  age ,  boys  c l imb to  the  highest  p lace  in 
the  house  so  they can survey the i r  dominion.  My boys  a l so 
l iked to  sword f ight  (with a  p las t ic  weapon,  of  course , 
s ince  they were  not  ra i sed on the  set  of  Game o f  Throne s ) 
and tes t  the i r  s t rength f rom a  very  young age .  When they 
hi t  a  cer ta in age ,  the i r  mom had a  harder  t ime parent ing 
them. She’d repor t  to  me,  “They’re  not  l i s tening l ike  they 
did when they were  l i t t le .”  It’s  because  they were  made for 
dominion,  but  they’re  not  yet  ready for  i t .  I f  you’ve  seen 
a  young man around the  teen years ,  he  wants  dominion, 
but  he’s  s t i l l  not  ready for  i t .  He’s  l ike  a  dog chas ing a  f i re 
t ruck;  i f  he  catches  i t ,  he  doesn’t  know what  to  do with i t . 
	 At  the  end of  the  day,  what  we need to  do with young 
men i s  not  di scourage  the i r  des i re  for  dominion but  direct 
i t .  You want  to  rule  something?  That’s  great .  How about 
s tar t ing with thi s :  Rule  your se l f .  Before  you te l l  the  wor ld 
what  to  do,  get  a  be l t ,  keep i t  on,  don’t  mess  around with 
g i r l s  –  you know,  baby s teps  –  and have  dominion over 
your  drawers .  You want  to  rule?  Rule  your  f inances .  You 
want  to  rule?  Rule  your  diet .  Rule  your  intake  of  a lcohol . 
Rule  yourse l f .  Fi r s t  th ings  f i r s t ,  have  dominion over 
yourse l f .  Then,  get  marr ied to  a  woman and expand your 
dominion with her  as  your  pr incess  a t  your  s ide  he lping 
you expand the  k ingdom. Star t  a  company,  buy a  house , 
get  some land,  have  some kids ,  do minis t r y.  It ’s  a l l  about 
dominion.
	 But  over  the  past  few years ,  e spec ia l ly  dur ing COVID 
and lockdowns and r id iculous ,  nonsens ica l  government 
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fool i shness ,  our  cul ture  to ld  young men,  “Just  s tay 
home,  have  no plans ,  no ambit ion,  no goal s .  Don’t  have 
dominion over  yourse l f ,  and don’t  seek to  lead anyone or 
bui ld  anything.”  As  a  consequence,  we have  a  generat ional 
epidemic  of  guys  who have  menta l  hea l th  i s sues  because 
they chose  to  go backwards  instead of  forwards ,  and no 
one ever  won a  bat t le  by master ing the  ar t  of  re t reat ing. 
They’re  depressed,  they’re  addicted,  they have  no fathers . 
I  was  recent ly  ta lk ing to  one of  my sons  about  i t ,  and guys 
hi s  age  are  going on YouTube to  f igure  out  how to ta lk  to 
g i r l s  and how to leave  the  house .  It ’s  jus t  horr i fy ing.
	 I f  you’re  a  young man,  here’s  my encouragement  for 
you:  Have dominion over  yourse l f  and then seek to  rule 
in  the  spheres  of  author i ty  God would g ive  you beyond 
that .  I f  you don’t  know how to do that ,  f ind an o lder  guy 

at  your  church to  mentor  you 
and be  l ike  a  spi r i tua l  fa ther  to 
you.  Spend t ime in  the  Word of 
God,  and learn f rom the count les s 
pos i t ive  and negat ive  examples 
f rom men on every  page .  Put  down 

your  phone,  p ick up your  Bible .  Stop get t ing advice  f rom 
your  f r iends ,  and go f ind a  fa ther.  You are  a  man;  you are 
not  a  l i t t le  boy.  It’s  your  job to  f igure  out  your  l i fe ,  and 
i t ’s  not  the  job of  any man to  come f ind you and hold your 
hand l ike  when you were  three  years  o ld .  God i s  a  Father 
who wi l l  honor  your  seeking of  wise  counse l  f rom godly 
o lder  men. 
	 I f  God’s  men don’t  seek inf luence ,  l eadership,  and 
dominion,  Satan’s  men wi l l .  One way to  v iew wor ld hi s tory 
i s  a s  a  sp i r i tua l  conf l ic t  and batt le  between the  Father 
and His  sons  and Satan,  the  Father  of  Lies ,  and his  sons . 
One of  the  l ie s  Satan te l l s  in  order  to  neutra l i ze  God’s 
men i s ,  “You’re  not  needed.  You’re  not  important .  You’re 
a  problem,  not  a  so lut ion.  A t rue  man i s  pass ive  and not 
act ive .”  That  a l l  comes  f rom the Father  of  Lies ,  who i s 
se t t ing up the  cul tura l  and pol i t ica l  landscape so  that  h i s 
sons  can conquer,  exerc i s ing demonic  dominion.  
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	 Let’s  go back to  Genes i s  1 :26-28:

	 Then God sa id ,  “Let  us  make man in our  image,  a f ter 
	 our  l ikeness .  And le t  them have  dominion…So God 
	 created man in hi s  own image,  in  the  image of  God 
	 he  created him;  male  and female  he  created them. And 
	 God blessed them. And God sa id  to  them, ‘Be f rui t fu l 
	 and mult ip ly,  f i l l  the  ear th and subdue i t ,  and have 
	 dominion…’”

	 That’s  His  word to  us .  The language here  i s  that  we 
are  made in  the  image and l ikeness  of  God.  It  l i tera l ly 
means  we are  made to  mirror  Him. The so le  job,  goa l , 
or  object ive  of  a  mirror  i s  to  accurate ly  re f lect  whoever 
or  whatever  i s  in  f ront  of  i t .  I f  you look in  a  mirror,  for 
bet ter  or  for  worse ,  you see  your  re f lect ion.  God made 
you,  and He made you as  His  mirror.  You are  to  re f lect 
Him. That’s  what  i t  means  to  image.  It  means  to  mirror  or 
re f lect .  God i s  our  Father,  and we are  His  sons .  And what 
were  we made to  do?  We ref lect  our  Father.  Like  Father, 
l ike  son. 
	 This  i s  prec i se ly  how men worship,  by re f lect ing 
the i r  Father.  Why do you forg ive  others?  Because  your 
Father  forg ives .  Why are  you generous  to  others?  Because 
your  Father  i s  generous .  Why do you te l l  people  they’re 
wrong and need to  repent?  Because  that’s  what  you heard 
f rom your  Father.  Like  Father,  l ike  son.  We’re  a l l  made to 
worship someone or  something.  I f  we do not  worship our 
Heavenly  Father,  we are  vulnerable  to  the  Father  of  Lies . 

A BIG, AWE-INSPIRING HOLE IN THE DIRT

	 Have you ever  been to  the  Grand Canyon?  My fami ly 
and I  l ive  in  the  Grand Canyon State .  Why do people 
go there?  To fee l  smal l .  To be  in  awe.  To point  out  the 
obvious ,  i t ’s  jus t  a  b ig  hole  in  the  dir t ,  but  people  t rave l 
f rom a l l  around the  wor ld because  i t ’s  a  rea l ly  b ig  hole  in 
the  dir t .  It ’s  amazing,  and i t  shows you that  people  were 
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made to  be  in  awe and to  fee l  smal l .  We were  made to  be 
in  the  presence  of  something far  greater  and grander  than 
ourse lves .  Ult imate ly,  that  longing i s  fu l f i l l ed by get t ing 
to  know God as  your  Father.  People  want  to  l ive  for  a 
movement ,  exper ience ,  or  purpose  bigger  than themselves . 
	 The f i r s t  two commandments  in  the  Bible  are  these : 
Fi r s t ,  there’s  one God and,  second,  you worship Him 
a lone.  The res t  of  the  commandments  f low from this . a

	 Don’t  “bear  fa l se  witness ,”  meaning don’t  l i e .  I f  there’s 
a  God and a l l  you do i s  worship Him, can you worship 
God and be  a  l iar ?  No,  because  our  God te l l s  the  t ruth. 
The Father  te l l s  the  t ruth,  the  Son i s  the  t ruth,  and the 
sons  of  God need to  te l l  the  t ruth.  You can’t  worship your 
Father  and be  a  l iar. 
	 Don’t  “commit  adultery.”  I f  there’s  one God and you 
worship Him a lone,  i s  i t  poss ib le  to  worship sex  instead of 
God and make sex  more  important  than God? No.  Just  as 
Jesus  i s  fa i thful  to  His  br ide ,  the  Church,  the  Father’s  sons 
are  to  be  fa i thful  to  the i r  wives . 
	 Don’t  “covet  your  neighbor’s  house .”  I f  the  Father 
g ives  you something,  you need to  be  content  with i t .  I f 
you are  not  content  with what  the  Father  has  g iven you, 
you wi l l  s in  by covet ing what  He has  g iven someone 
e l se .  This  one les son a lone,  i f  l earned,  would g ive  men 
permiss ion to  s top worshiping the i r  job and income to  get 
a  b igger  house  and nicer  car  to  impress  people  they do not 
know and,  instead,  come home to  k i s s  the i r  wives ,  have  a 
tea  par ty  with the i r  daughter,  and wrest le  with the i r  sons . 
	 I f  you get  the  f i r s t  two commandments  r ight ,  the 
Father  wi l l  he lp  you get  a l l  the  other  commandments 
r ight .  This  a l lows you to  both enjoy your  l i fe  and re jo ice 
when others  are  b les sed. 
	 Everyone i s  a lways  worshiping;  the  di f ference  i s  who, 
how,  where ,  and what  we worship.  When we worship 
someone or  something other  than God,  the  thing we’re 
worshiping may not  be  bad,  but  i t  becomes  bad when i t 
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takes  God’s  r ight ful  p lace  of  worship.
	 I f  there’s  one God and you worship Him a lone,  you 
can have  sex  with your  wi fe ,  and I  would highly  encourage 
i t .  I f  there’s  one God and you worship Him a lone,  you 
can dr ink a lcohol  without  be ing an a lcohol ic  i f  your 

consc ience  does  not 
constra in you otherwise . 
I f  there’s  one God and 
you worship Him a lone, 

you can make money without  be ing di shonest  to  cut 
corners  and increase  weal th.  Simply  s tated,  i f  you get  the 
worship i s sue  r ight ,  you can genera l ly  get  a l l  the  other 
i s sues  r ight .  Rather  than f igur ing out  how to f ix  a l l  the 
pains ,  problems,  and per i l s  in  your  l i fe ,  the  s imple  focus 
on worshiping your  Father  wi l l  work.  It  has  in  every 
generat ion without  except ion. 

WORSHIP YOUR WAY IN AND OUT OF TROUBLE

	 Men worship the i r  way into t rouble  and worship 
the i r  way out  of  t rouble .  For  the  a lcohol ic ,  he  worships 
a lcohol .  The way out  i s  to  worship God because  you can’t 
worship God and a lcohol .  The sex  addict  worships  sex 
and pleasure .  You cannot  be  a  perver t  whi le  worshiping 
God.  Theologian Thomas Chalmers  (1780–1847)  wrote 
about  “The Expuls ive  Power  of  a  New Affect ion.”  His  b ig 
idea  was  that ,  i f  you get  into t rouble  because  you enjoy 
a  p leasure ,  the  way to  defeat  that  s in  i s  to  replace  i t  with 
a  deeper,  r icher,  fu l ler  a f fect ion – namely  the  worship of 
God our  Father. 
	 Oftent imes  for  men,  sex ,  gambl ing,  anger,  rage , 
a lcohol ,  and drugs  are  just  a  dopamine hi t  on the  f ront 
of  the  bra in.  In that  moment ,  l ike  Esau,  we t rade our 
bi r thr ight  for  a  bowl  of  soup. a We forget  the  long range 
and just  th ink of  the  shor t  term.  We trade our  legacy for 
what  i s  temporary.  Satan wi l l  g ive  you pleasure  today to 

Men worship their way 

into trouble and worship 

their way out of trouble.

__________
a Genes i s  25:29-34
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cause  you pain tomorrow.
	 When i t  comes  to  worship,  ask  yourse l f  these 
quest ions . 
	 1 .  Who or  what  weighs  most  heavi ly  in  your  l i fe ? 
	 2 .  Who or  what  do you make sacr i f ices  for?
	 3 .  What  i s  your  greates t  hope or  dream?
	 4.  What  i s  your  greates t  fear? 
	 5 .  Who or  what  motivates  you to  get  up every  day and 
	     l ive  your  l i fe ?
	 Examine your  schedule ,  budget ,  soc ia l  media  scro l l ing 
and post ing,  text  threads ,  conversat ions ,  emotions ,  and 
what  makes  you happy or  angry.  The word heavy or 
weighty  indicates  pr ior i ty,  and the  bib l ica l  word i s  “g lory.” 
When the  Bible  uses  the  word g lory  and i t  says  to  “g lor i fy 
your  Father” a or  “whether  you eat  or  dr ink,  or  whatever 
you do,  do a l l  to  the  g lory  of  God,” b that’s  a  weight iness  or 
heaviness .  Simply  s tated,  th i s  i s  say ing to  yourse l f ,  “Wel l 
yeah,  I  l ike  sex ,  but  I  enjoy God more ,  so  He i s  heavier. 
I  l ike  comfor t ,  but  I  enjoy God more ,  so  I ’m wi l l ing to 
be  uncomfor table .  I  l ike  money,  but  I  enjoy God more , 
so  I ’m not  going to  s tea l  to  get  money.”  God should be 
heavier  than the  temptat ions  because  the  temptat ions  are 
for  idolatr y,  which i s  to  a l low someone or  something to 
become heavier  than God. 
	 In Hebrews 13:15-16,  the  Bible  ta lks  about  making 

sacr i f ices .  One of  the  worship 
words  in  the  Bible  i s  “g lory”  and 
another  i s  “sacr i f ice .”  We make 
sacr i f ices  for  the  person or  thing 
we hold in  the  pos i t ion of  g lory. 

You only  have  so  much t ime,  energy,  or  money,  so  you 
spend these  things  on what  you f ind important . 
	 Some guys  s top smoking,  but  then they s tar t  eat ing 
and trade bad lungs  for  a  b ig  gut .  Another  guy used to 
be  angry,  upset ,  and in control ,  but  now he has  i so lated 
himsel f  in  an at tempt not  to  get  angry  at  others ,  t rading 
__________
a Matthew 5:14-16,  NIV b 1  Corinthians  10:31

Satan will give you 

pleasure today 

to cause you pain 

tomorrow.
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bad re la t ionships  for  no re la t ionships .  I f  you worship 
anything other  than God,  you get  yourse l f  into t rouble .  I f 
you s tar t  worshiping God,  you’l l  s top worshiping people 
and things  that  are  not  God and get  yourse l f  out  of 
t rouble .
	 I ’ l l  g ive  you an example .  A few years  ago,  I  was  ta lk ing 
with an internat ional  minis t r y  leader.  He’s  been marr ied 
for  over  50 years ,  i s  a  wor ld-c las s  l eader,  loves  deeply  f rom 
the hear t  with a  b ig  smi le ,  and i f  every  man were  l ike  him, 
the  wor ld would be  hea led.  At  the  t ime,  I  was  a  young man 
before  my bangs  went  to  be  with the  Lord.  I  asked him, 
“How do you s tay  out  of  t rouble?  How do you s tay  on the 
r ight  path?  How do you walk with God?  How do you not 
get  of f  course?  How do you overcome s in?”  He just  looked 
at  me dumbfounded,  and af ter  a  long,  awkward s i lence , 
sa id ,  “I  don’t  know.”  I  was  very  di scouraged – i f  th i s  man 
did not  know the  secret  to  be ing a  man of  God,  my future 
was  hopeless .  He looked at  me and cont inued,  “I  don’t 
know.  I  jus t  spend a  lot  of  t ime with God,  and then,  I 
guess ,  I  jus t  don’t  get  in  t rouble .” 
	 That  was  s imple  but  profound advice .  I ’ve  never 
met  a  guy who thought ,  “I  was  walking with God.  Next 
thing you know,  I ’m in Vegas  in  a  v i ra l  v ideo wear ing my 
underwear  as  outerwear  because  I  spent  the  night  dressed 
l ike  Elv i s ,  pounding shots  and chas ing ga l s  in  c lear  hee l s , 
and I  don’t  remember  how i t  ended.”  There’s  nobody who 
walks  with God into s in .  So,  the  goal  i s  not  to  avoid s in 
but  to  s t ick  c lose  to  your  Father.  Are  you looking at  porn? 
Are  you angry?  Are  you spending your  money fool i sh ly? 
Are  you dr inking too much a lcohol?  Are  you on the  couch 
so  much that  you could be  convicted of  be ing a  cushion? 
Then you’re  not  imaging,  or  mirror ing,  your  Father. 
	 When my kids  were  l i t t le ,  we’d go to  a  fa i r,  or  we’d be 
t rave l ing internat ional ly  in  a  b ig  a i rpor t  somewhere  with 
crowds.  I  d idn’t  te l l  them a l l  the  p laces  they shouldn’t 
go;  I  jus t  to ld  them to s t ick  c lose  to  dad.  I  to ld  them, “I 
love  you.  You’re  my chi ld .  You don’t  need to  worry  about 
everything.  You don’t  need to  be  a f ra id  of  anything.  You 
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don’t  need to  unders tand everything.  You don’t  need to 
remember  everything.  You just  need to  s t ick  c lose  to 
dad,  and you’l l  be  ok.”  Worship i s  s t icking c lose  to  your 
Heavenly  Father. 
	 It  doesn’t  matter  how old you are ;  you’re  s t i l l  His 
son.  At  53 years  of  age  at  the  t ime of  wr i t ing thi s  book, 
I ’m s t i l l  His  son.  I  may be  a  fa ther  to  my sons  and a 
grandfather  to  my grandsons ,  but  I ’m s t i l l  a  son of  my 
Father.  Worship i s  s t icking c lose  to  your  Father  because 
l ike  Father,  l ike  son.  That’s  what  worship i s  for  a  man.
	 Let’s  look at  one more  Scr ipture .  How do Chri s t ians 
worship?  We worship by the  Spir i t  through the  Son to 
the  Father.  It ’s  profoundly  Trini tar ian,  which means  i t ’s 
emotional ,  sp i r i tua l ,  and re la t ional .  Here’s  what  Jesus  says 
in  John 4:23:  “…true worshippers  wi l l  worship the  Father 
in  spir i t  and t ruth,  for  the  Father  i s  seeking such people 
to  worship him.”  The Father  has  more  sons  than He does 
worshipers .  Not  a l l  His  sons  are  a l so  His  worshipers .  He’s 
seeking sons  who wi l l  worship Him. 

A SON AND A WORSHIPER 

	 Do you know a  guy who’s  a  son but  not  a  worshiper? 
The Father  adopted him,  but  he’s  not  rea l ly  l ike  hi s  Father, 
and he’s  not  t r y ing to  become l ike  hi s  Father.  Don’t  fee l 
bad i f  that’s  you.  We a l l  have  ways  and days  that  we’re  not 
l ike  our  Father.  We ca l l  that  s in .  You may be  a  son,  but  the 
problem i s  you’re  not  a  worshiper.  The Father  i s  seeking 
not  just  sons  but  worshipers .  John 4:23 says  we worship in 
the  Spir i t .  So,  God the  Holy  Spir i t  i s  in  you i f  you be long 
to  Jesus  Chri s t . 
	 Here’s  the  good news for  a  man:  Worship i s  easy  for 
us  to  unders tand because  Jesus  i s  our  Big  Brother.  The 
Father  sent  the  Son to  l ive  without  any s in ,  d ie  for  our 
s in ,  forg ive  us ,  ra i se  f rom the dead,  g ive  us  newness  of 
l i fe ,  and put  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spir i t  in  us  so  we can 
worship.  The Holy  Spir i t  i s  worshiping the  Son and Father 
a l l  the  t ime,  and He l ives  in  us  to  teach us  how to worship 



A C T  L I K E  A  M A N

5 2

through the  Son to  the  Father.  We are  sons  of  God f i l l ed 
with the  Spir i t  of  God.  So,  what  does  i t  look l ike  to  be  a 
son who worships  the  Father?  Like  Jesus .
	 God has  made thi s  rea l ly  easy  for  men.  You may be 
thinking,  “What  do I  do?  What  should I  look l ike?  What’s 
the  end product?”  Jesus .  God became a  man.  As  a  man,  I 
apprec iate  the  shor tcut  we have  as  men in unders tanding 
God.  So,  what  does  i t  look l ike  to  l ive  as  a  worshiper  of 
the  Father?  Jesus . 
	 This  i s  where  Jesus ,  we’re  to ld  in  2  Corinthians  4 :4 , 
i s  the  “ image of  God.”  He’s  mirror ing God.  In Coloss ians 
1 :15,  Jesus  i s  sa id  to  be  “the  image of  the  invi s ib le  God.” 
I f  you want  to  know what  the  Father  looks  l ike ,  look at 
the  Son.  Phi l ip,  one of  Jesus’  d i sc ip les ,  once  asked Him, 
“Lord,  show us  the  Father…” a to  which Jesus  repl ied, 
“Whoever  has  seen me has  seen the  Father.” b

	 You may love  Jesus  because  He’s  the  Big  Brother, 
but  you s t ruggle  with God the  Father  because  you have 
a  fa ther  wound.  Maybe your  fa ther  was  absent ,  abus ive , 
domineer ing,  overbear ing,  ungodly,  unhelpful ,  or  unwise . 
But  Jesus  says ,  “Whoever  has  seen me has  seen the  Father.” 
He’s  the  per fect  mirror  that  re f lect s  the  character,  love , 
grace ,  forg iveness ,  courage ,  and s t rength of  the  Father. 
I f  you be long to  Jesus ,  you’re  going to  become l ike  the 
person or  thing that  you worship,  and I  want  you to 
worship the  Father  by fo l lowing the  example  of  the  Son 
by the  power  of  the  Holy  Spir i t  –  the  same Spir i t  that 
empowered the  l i fe  of  Jesus .  God i s  ca l l ing you not  to  just 
be  a  son but  to  be  a  son of  God who worships  hi s  Father. 
Somet imes ,  th i s  requires  tear ing down the  s t rongholds 
that ,  growing up,  your  ear thly  fa ther  a l lowed into your 
l i fe ,  a s  someone or  something other  than God was 
worshiped. 

__________
a John 14:8 b John 14:9



WORSHIP AND STRONGHOLDS 

	 I f  you ser ved in  the  mi l i tar y,  you are  very  fami l iar 
with the  word “s t ronghold.”  A s t ronghold i s  a  secure 
base  of  operat ions .  From i t ,  you plan,  s t rateg ize ,  and 
at tack your  enemies .  Then,  a f ter  you at tack,  you return 
to  your  sa fe ,  for t i f ied compound so you can plan your 
next  a t tack.  What  happens  i f  an enemy combatant  or 
an invading mi l i tar y  force  does  not  have  a  s t ronghold? 
They’re  vulnerable .  They’re  doomed.  So,  the  di f ference 
between winning and fa i l ing in  a  war  i s  whether  you have 
a  s t ronghold. 
	 The Bible  says  that  our  war  i s  not  just  aga inst  f l e sh 
and blood,  but  powers ,  pr inc ipa l i t ie s  and spir i t s . a What  we 
see  in  Judges  6 :25-26 i s  sp i r i tua l  war fare  and worship as 
Gideon breaks  a  generat ional  s t ronghold in  hi s  fami ly  to 
instead worship the  Lord as  i t  says , 

	 That  night  the  LORD sa id to  him,  “Take your  fa ther’s 
	 bul l ,  and the  second bul l  seven years  o ld ,  and pul l  	
	 down the  a l tar  of  Baa l  that  your  fa ther  has ,  and cut 
	 down the  Asherah that  i s  bes ide  i t  and bui ld  an a l tar 
	 to  the  LORD your  God on the  top of  the  s t ronghold 	
	 here ,  with s tones  la id  in  due order.  Then take  the 
	 second bul l  and of fer  i t  a s  a  burnt  of fer ing with the 
	 wood of  the  Asherah that  you sha l l  cut  down.”

	 Gideon’s  fa ther  a l lowed a  demonic  s t ronghold in  hi s 
house .  This  means  that  Satan now has  a  base  of  operat ions 
in  the  fami ly.  He can make plans  and come out  to  at tack 
members  of  the  fami ly.  Then,  once  he  does  damage,  he  and 
his  demon minions  ret reat  back to  the i r  secure  for tress  or 
s t ronghold,  where  they plot  to  do more  damage and harm.
	 Both Satan and God want  to  set  up a  s t ronghold – a 
base  of  operat ions  –  in  your  house .  Here  i s  a  quest ion for 
the  men:  Who decides  whether  God or  Satan set s  up the 
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s t ronghold in  your  house?  As  the  head of  household,  you 
do.  It’s  your  dec i s ion whether  Satan set s  up a  s t ronghold 
in  your  house  or  our  Lord and Savior,  Jesus  Chri s t ,  se t s  up 
a  s t ronghold in  your  house . 
	 There  are  two ways  that  men a l low or  cause 
s t rongholds  in  the i r  household.  Some men work with 
Satan to  bui ld  that  s t ronghold in  the i r  house ;  other  men 
are  more  pass ive  and a l low other  people  to  dec ide  what 
s t ronghold gets  es tabl i shed in  the i r  house . 
	 You must  remember  thi s :  I f  you to lerate  ev i l ,  ev i l 
wi l l  dominate  you.  Evi l  never  s tops  i t se l f .  That’s  why 
God made men -  to  s top ev i l .  You need to  think of  your 
home as  a  p lace  of  war  and batt le .  Think of  compet ing 
forces  want ing to  set  up a  s t ronghold.  It’s  e i ther  God and 
the  angel s  or  Satan and the  demons.  I f  they are  l iv ing in 
your  house ,  they have  a  s t ronghold.  From there ,  they are 
p lanning to  e i ther  b les s  or  curse ,  he lp  or  harm your  fami ly. 
For  example ,  d id you grow up where  the  l iquor  cabinet 
was  the  demonic  s t ronghold in  your  home?  Or was  your 
fa ther’s  demonic  s t ronghold a  s tash of  porn magaz ines? 
	 Perhaps  the  most  ins id ious  s t ronghold in  a  home i s  a 
phone.  Through the  phone,  l i e s ,  porn,  interrupt ions ,  fear, 
anxiety,  and dis rupt ion come into a  home.  As  head of  your 
home,  you need to  set  an example  by turning your  phone 
of f,  or  leav ing i t  in  your  car,  so  that  i t  i s  not  a  s t ronghold 
that  a l lows the  demonic  entrance  into your  domain. 
	 It ’s  not  enough to  s imply  recognize  a  s t ronghold. 
We must  acknowledge i t ,  des t roy i t ,  and replace  i t  with 
worship in  the  Holy  Spir i t .  Paul  g ives  us  a  b luepr int  in  2 
Corinthians  10:4 for  how to do thi s ,  a s  he’s  ta lk ing about 
how our  bat t le s  tend to  be  more  spir i tua l  than phys ica l : 
“For  the  weapons  of  our  war fare  are  not  of  the  f le sh but 
have  div ine  power  to  destroy s t rongholds .”  We need to 
destroy them before  they destroy us .  That  language of 
“taking capt ive”  i s  mi l i tar y,  bat t le  language.  Let’s  say  you 
take  someone f rom oppos ing forces  as  a  pr i soner  of  war. 
In the  ancient  wor ld,  you would put  a  spear  under  the i r 
throat ,  walk  them up to  your  commanding genera l ,  and 
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threaten to  destroy them i f  they didn’t  te l l  the  t ruth.
	 So,  Paul  i s  say ing that  when you hear  something, 
see  something,  or  be l ieve  something,  you need to  put  a 
proverbia l  spear  to  i t s  throat .  You need to  br ing i t  to  Jesus 
Chri s t ,  our  great  King and Judge.  You need to  make sure 
that  whatever  i s  be ing sa id  or  be l ieved i s  the  t ruth and 
not  a  l i e .  I f  i t ’s  a  l i e ,  you need to  s l i t  i t s  throat  and tear  i t 
down.
	 Every  man needs  a  s t ronghold.  Every  marr iage  needs  a 
s t ronghold.  Every  fami ly  needs  a  s t ronghold.  God would 
happi ly  se t  up a  s t ronghold at  your  house .  God would 
love  to  be  the  s t ronghold for  your  marr iage ,  chi ldren, 
grandchi ldren,  and l i fe .  God would love  to  move into 
your  house  and set  up a  secure  base  of  operat ions .  Then 
He and those  angel ic  forces  that  are  working with Him 
wi l l  be  making plans  to  b les s ,  he lp,  love ,  protect ,  and 
ser ve  everybody in  your  fami ly.  Psa lm 37:39 says ,  “The 
sa lvat ion of  the  r ighteous  i s  f rom the LORD; he i s  the i r 
s t ronghold. . .”
	 The past  i s  not  the  future .  You are  not  your  fa ther  or 
mother.  There  i s  hope for  you.  There  i s  a  future  for  you. 
There  i s  de l iverance  for  you.  There  i s  new l i fe  for  you. 
There  i s  forg iveness  for  you.  There  i s  the  Father’s  hear t  for 
you.  You don’t  need to  be  ashamed of  where  you’ve  been. 
You just  need to  move on,  tear  down whatever  has  been 
holding you back,  surrender,  and submit  the  s t ronghold 
to  the  Lord.  Then,  invi te  the  Holy  Spir i t  in ,  take  a  deep 
breath,  go to  bed,  wake up tomorrow,  and s tar t  a  brand-
new l i fe .  You’l l  see  God s tar t  to  hea l  your  marr iage .  He’l l 
s tar t  to  hea l  your  chi ldren and your  grandchi ldren.  He wi l l 
s tar t  to  hea l  you! 

CHICKEN WINGS AND CHURCH WORSHIP 

	 Why do men not  worship in  church?  I  recent ly  had 
a  s ingle  mom in our  church te l l  me,  “It  looks  l ike  you 
pastor  a  spor ts  bar.”  I  sa id ,  “Wel l ,  i f  you have  any chicken 
wings ,  I ’ l l  pray  about  i t ,  you know.”  I  asked her,  “What  do 
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you mean?”  She sa id ,  “This  church i s  f i l l ed with a  lot  of 
dudes .  And they’re  l ike…real  dudes .  Trucks ,  guns ,  beards , 
Bibles ,  and smi l ing wives  watching them play  with the i r 
chi ldren.”  I  asked,  “How does  that  make you fee l ?”  She 
sa id ,  “Amazing.  Safe .  I ’m a  s ingle  mom, and I  want  my 
boys  around these  guys .”  Exact ly  correct . 
	 When you go to  church,  of tent imes ,  you don’t  see  a  lot 
of  men.  Stat i s t ica l ly,  60% of  churchgoers  are  women,  and 
the  leas t  l ike ly  person to  go to  church i s  a  young s ingle 
man.  Who needs  church the  most?  A young s ingle  man.  So 
why aren’t  they in  church? 
	 Histor ica l ly,  what  has  happened in our  nat ion has 
a l so  a f fected the  Church.  In many generat ions ,  l ike 
dur ing World War II ,  young men le f t  the  country  to  go to 
war.  There  were  a lmost  13 mi l l ion act ive-duty  mi l i tar y, 
which was  around nine percent  of  the  whole  populat ion 
going to  war.  War took the  young men out  of  the  country 
and placed them under  s t rong male  leadership with 
brotherhood who had a  bat t le . 
	 Meanwhi le ,  back at  home,  who’s  le f t  in  the  Church? 
Women and chi ldren.  We love  women and chi ldren,  and 

they a l so  need to  be  in 
church,  but  the  church no 
longer  had s t rong young 
men.  So then,  the  women 
in the  church dec ide 
they’re  going to  run the 

church.  Al l  of  a  sudden,  church s tar t s  to  look l ike  women 
decorated i t .  (As  an as ide ,  whoever  dec ided mauve was  the 
of f ic ia l  co lor  of  Chri s t ian décor,  we forg ive  you,  but  i t ’s 
hard. )  Since  there  are  few men in church dur ing war,  a l l 
the  programming i s  for  the  women and chi ldren.  So,  they 
hire  an o lder  guy who i sn’t  of f  a t  war  to  be  the  pastor.  He’s 
re t i red,  and he’s  k ind of  l ike  a  rea l ly  k indhear ted grandpa 
who’s  going to  love  women and chi ldren. 
	 Next ,  they need to  f ind a  guy who wi l l  l ead worship. 
This  i s  where  things  get  of fens ive .  Al l  the  s t rong men 
are  of f  a t  war,  so  they f ind a  rea l ly  nice  guy who can lead 
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worship.  The leas t  mascul ine  guy i s  l eading worship.  I ’m 
not  cr i t ic iz ing;  I ’m just  observ ing.  In the  Old Testament , 
the  worship leader  i s  a  guy named David,  a  shepherd, 
which,  in  those  days ,  was  actua l ly  more  l ike  a  cowboy with 
a  gun than your  typica l  menta l  p icture  of  a  doci le  man in a 
tunic .  This  guy i sn’t  l ike  David.
	 So,  we have  a  nice  o lder  pastor  who’s  a  grandpa 
and his  confused grandson leading worship,  and they 
emotional ly  connect  with women and chi ldren.  Then,  the 
men return f rom war,  and they show up in church.  They 
think,  “I ’m not  going to  l i s ten to  that  o ld  man;  I  can’t 
re la te  to  him.  And I  can’t  s ing l ike  that  guy.  I  can’t  get  in 
that  octave  unless  I  have  an injury.  I  would need to  not 
wear  a  cup to  hockey night ,  and then I  could s ing l ike 
that  guy.”  The men walk into what  fee l s  l ike  a  feminine 
environment ;  i t  sounds  l ike  a  feminine environment ,  and 
i t  seems l ike  i t ’s  for  women and chi ldren.  The men of  the 
Church le f t  and never  came back. 
	 True or  fa l se :  Can women fee l  comfor table  in  a 
mascul ine  environment  i f  i t ’s  not  angry  or  aggress ive? 
True.  Can you take  your  g i r l f r iend to  a  spor ts  bar?  Yes . 
Do comfor table ,  hea l thy,  heterosexual ,  normal  men fee l 
comfor table  in  a  profoundly  feminine environment?  No. 
I ’ve  never  seen a  hea l thy guy ask  hi s  ga l ,  “Can I  go to  the 
nai l  sa lon with you?”  I f  you’re  that  guy,  you need to  know, 
with the  fu l l  love  of  Jesus ,  you are  a  weirdo.  Women wi l l 
go to  a  nai l  sa lon,  but  men won’t  go.  Women wil l  go to  a 
spor ts  bar  with men.  But  what  the  Church did was  create 
an environment  that  works  for  women and chi ldren but 
repe l s  men.  This  expla ins  why boys  making the  move into 
young men leave  the  church as  wel l .  Churches  need to  be 
p laces  where  men fee l  welcome and women and chi ldren 
fee l  sa fe  and blessed.  Otherwise ,  we wi l l  cont inue to  have 
thr iv ing minis t r ies  for  women and chi ldren but  not  men. 
This  i s  one of  the  greates t  urgent  cr i ses  in  the  church 
today. 
	 God i s  a  Father ;  Jesus  Chri s t  i s  the  Son of  God.  To 
be  a  t rue  man l ike  Jesus  i s  to  be  tough and tender,  l ion 
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and lamb,  worshiping the  Father  with dai ly  dec i s ions , 
sacr i f ices ,  and ser v ice ,  a s  wel l  a s  s inging songs .  In the  next 
chapter,  we wi l l  l earn how God i s  a  Father  who l ikes  to 
instruct  His  sons  in  wisdom for  a l l  o f  l i fe . 

Quest ions  for  Personal  Ref lect ion or  Group Discuss ion
	 1 .  Who or  what  did your  dad and mom worship? 
	 2 .  What  generat ional  curses  and bless ings  have  you 
	     seen in  your  l i fe  and fami ly? 
	 3 .  What  1-2 areas  do you need to  grow in as  a 
	     worshiper  of  the  Father? 
	 4 .  Where  has  God given you dominion?  (e .g .  home, 
	     work,  school ,  church)  How are  you doing at 
	     exerc i s ing that  dominion?  What  could be  improved? 



Chapter 3
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A s  k ids ,  we’ve  a l l  watched car toons  where  a  bott le 
shows up and out  of  the  bott le  comes  a  genie .  The 

genie  would say,  “Give  me your  wish,  and I ’ l l  grant  i t .” 
In the  Old Testament ,  the  genie  in  a  bott le  s tory  i s  1 
Kings  3 .  God shows up to  Solomon and says ,  “You get  one 
request .”  Think about  that  for  a  minute .  What  would you 
ask for?  He thought  about  money,  which would be  nice . 
He thought  about  fame,  which would be  great .  He thought 
about  power,  which would be  incredible .  Do you know 
what  he  set t led on?
	 Wisdom. He was  l ike ly  thinking,  “If  I  could ask  for 
one thing,  I ’m going to  ask  for  wisdom because ,  i f  I  have 
wisdom, I  could probably  make some money,  get  some 
power,  and have  some inf luence .”  He dec ided that  the 
most  important  thing to  ask  for  was  wisdom. God was  so 
p leased with hi s  answer  that  He gave  him not  only  wisdom 
but  weal th,  power,  and inf luence .  He gave  him everything. 
The t ruth i s ,  once  you get  wisdom, God can provide  the 
res t .  Wisdom is  the  one thing that  unlocks  everything. 
	 As  a  man,  wisdom is  one thing our  Father  asks  us 
to  ask  Him for. a More  than anything,  to  grow as  a  man 
requires  wisdom. Our fool i sh  cul ture ,  however,  does  not 
know the  di f ference  between being educated and being 
wise . 

EDUCATED STUPID PEOPLE

	 Do we have  more  educated people  than at  any t ime 
in  the  hi s tory  of  the  wor ld?  Do we have  access  to  more 
informat ion than any other  generat ion in  the  hi s tory  of 
the  wor ld?  Are  people  s t i l l  s tupid?  I f  you answered yes  to 
a l l  these  quest ions ,  you’re  paying at tent ion.
	 Going to  school  and having informat ion doesn’t  make 
you wise .  You can be  f i l l ed with informat ion and s t i l l 
make a  ser ies  of  s tupid,  catac lysmic  dec i s ions .  As  men, 
the  quest ion that  determines  your  wor th f rom the wor ld’s 

__________
a James  1 :5
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perspect ive  i s ,  “What  was  your  GPA?” or  “What’s  your 
IQ?” or  “What  degree  do you have?”  or  “How much money 
do you make?”  We are  asking the  wrong quest ions .  “Are 
you wise  or  fool i sh?”  That’s  the  i s sue .  The t ruth i s ,  we 
have  a  lot  of  people  who have  an educat ion,  or  a  lot  of 
informat ion,  but  they have  no wisdom. This  i s  the  cr i s i s  in 
our  cul ture . 
	 I ’ l l  g ive  you an example .  Pol i t ica l  l eaders  have 
dec ided we’re  just  going to  forg ive  col lege  loans .  People 
bought  c las ses  they didn’t  have  money for.  Now, they can’t 
a f ford to  pay of f  what  they went  into debt  for  because 
they couldn’t  a f ford i t  in  the  f i r s t  p lace .  So,  the  answer 
i s ,  “Let’s  jus t  g ive  them money,  and that’ l l  f ix  the i r 
problems.”  Who wi l l  pay for  a l l  o f  th i s ?  People  who did 
not  go into debt ,  are  working a  job,  and paying the i r 
taxes .  Here’s  the  logic :  People  who are  bad with the i r 
money cannot  pay of f  the i r  debt ,  so  we wi l l  punish people 
who are  bet ter  with the i r  money,  s tea l  the i r  money in  the 
form of  taxes ,  and then be  applauded for  how generous  our 
thievery  i s  by  people  who got  a  degree  but  not  wisdom. 
	 A bet ter  p lan would be  for  our  government  to  t ra in 
people  in  how to manage money with c las ses  in  school 
on f inancia l  s tewardship and require  anyone taking out 
a  co l lege  loan to  f i r s t  pass  a  tes t  on f inancia l  wisdom. 
Instead,  we e lect  s tupid people  who make s tupid dec i s ions 
to  ba i l  out  other  s tupid people .  When the  money runs 
out ,  our  government  goes  into debt .  The US federa l 
government  now owes  $100,000 for  every  man,  woman, 
and chi ld .  I f  you break that  down,  the  debt  i s  actua l ly  over 
$200,000 for  every  taxpayer,  because  40% of  Americans 
pay no taxes .  Fol ly.  That  i s  the  best  word for  thi s  p lan 
that  shows no s ign of  s lowing down.  Even i f  people  don’t 
be l ieve  in  Jesus ,  they should s t i l l  be l ieve  in  math. 
	 God’s  d iv ine  des ign for  human f lour i shing i s  a 
man and woman marry ing,  the  man taking the  pr imary 
respons ibi l i ty  to  be  the  economic provider,  and the 
wi fe  be ing the  pr imary emotional  caregiver.  I f  they s tay 
marr ied,  he  works  hard to  generate  revenue,  and they 
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make sacr i f ices  to  benef i t  the i r  chi ldren,  the  resul t  i s  a 
f lour i shing c iv i l i zat ion.  As  a  resul t ,  marr iage  i s  one of  the 
s t rongest  contr ibutors  to  economic success . 
	 An ar t ic le  repor ts :

	 In  a  2017 s tudy,  scholars  f rom the Urban Inst i tute , 
	 Cornel l  Univers i ty,  Br igham Young Univers i ty,  and the 
	 Univers i ty  of  Virg inia  found that ,  a l l  other  things 
	 be ing he ld equal ,  s ta tes  with higher- than-average 
	 marr iage  rates  among thei r  working-aged adult s  had 
	 h igher- than-average  economic per formance.  They a l so 
	 found that  i f  marr iage  rates  for  households  with 
	 chi ldren were  the  same today as  they were  back 
	 in  1980,  median income in the  average  s tate  would be 
	 near ly  11% higher  and chi ld  pover ty  would be  about 
	 25% lower. 21 

	 The wor ld we l ive  in  i s  expla ined in  Romans 1:22: 
“Cla iming to  be  wise ,  they became fools…” Our cul ture 

and cul tura l  l eaders 
know nothing about  sex , 
money,  gender,  fami ly, 
government ,  l eadership, 
God,  or  l i fe .  Our nat ion 
has  higher  l i teracy  rates , 
more  educat ion,  and access 

to  more  informat ion than ever,  and people  are  s tupid.  We 
have  knowledge,  but  we do not  have  wisdom. The Bible 
ment ions  wisdom over  400 t imes .  The Bible  has  an ent i re 
genre  of  books  ca l led the  Wisdom Literature  –  Proverbs , 
Song of  Songs ,  Psa lms,  Ecc les ias tes ,  Job,  and James . 
	 There  i s  a  mass ive  di f ference  between knowledge 
and wisdom. How many people  have  gone to  col lege  and 
rece ived a  degree  but  not  ga ined wisdom? How many have 
graduated and didn’t  know what  to  do with the i r  career, 
pots  and pans ,  geni ta l s ,  c redi t  card,  schedule ,  and chose 
an accountabi l i ty  group of  Jose  Cuervo,  Jim Beam, and 
Johnny Walker?  We have  a  generat ion that  can take  a  se l f ie 

We have a generation 

that can take a selfie 

at the unemployment 

office but does not 

know how to change a 

tire, make a meal, or do 

a load of laundry.
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at  the  unemployment  of f ice  but  does  not  know how to 
change a  t i re ,  make a  meal ,  or  do a  load of  laundry. 
	 Knowledge te l l s  you what  to  be l ieve ;  wisdom te l l s 
you how to behave .  Knowledge g ives  you facts  to  learn; 
wisdom gives  you fa i th  to  l ive .  Knowledge wi l l  cha l lenge 
your  mind;  wisdom wi l l  change your  l i fe .  Knowledge 
i s  about  informat ion;  wisdom is  about  t ransformat ion. 
Knowledge comes  f rom school ;  wisdom comes  f rom the 
Spir i t .  Knowledge he lps  you get  good grades ;  wisdom helps 
you l ive  good l ives .  Knowledge i s  loved by the  haughty; 
wisdom is  loved by the  humble .  Knowledge i s  theoret ica l ; 
wisdom is  pract ica l . 
	 You can get  a  master’s  degree  and not  know what  to  do 
with your  money,  schedule ,  or  d iet .  You can get  a  master’s 
degree  and have  no idea  how to pursue  or  marry  a  woman 
or  be  a  husband and father.  Educat ion i s  not  bad,  and 
knowledge i s  not  ev i l  but ,  without  wisdom, i t  jus t  l eads  to 
a  parade of  smar t  people  who are  educated beyond thei r 
inte l l igence  who think they’re  wise  when they’re ,  in  fact , 
fool i sh .  That’s  the  wor ld we l ive  in .  Most  of  what  guys 
have  been to ld about  be ing a  man i s  s tupid.  It’s  not  wise ; 
i t ’s  fool i shness .  Thankful ly,  the  Bible  has  a  lot  of  wisdom 
to he lp God’s  men mature . 
	 Paul  says  in  1  Corinthians  13:11,  “When I  was  a  chi ld , 
I  spoke l ike  a  chi ld ,  I  thought  l ike  a  chi ld ,  I  reasoned l ike 
a  chi ld .  When I  became a  man,  I  gave  up chi ld i sh ways .”  Is 
i t  a  s in  to  be  a  chi ld  or  chi ld i sh?  Not  i f  you’re  a  chi ld .  You 
can’t  look at  a  four-month-old and demand,  “Stop act ing 
l ike  a  baby.”  They are  a  baby,  and that’s  how they act .  It ’s 
not  a  s in  to  be  chi ld i sh unless  you’re  a  man.  When you’re  a 
man and you’re  act ing l ike  a  chi ld ,  that’s  a  problem. 

FAILURE TO LAUNCH

	 Human beings  go through l i fe  s tages .  We wi l l  examine 
them in success ion.
	 1 .  Baby .  A baby makes  no dec i s ions  and generates 
	     no income.  When you’re  a  baby,  a l l  the  dec i s ions 
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	     and provis ions  are  made for  you.
	 2 .  Child .  This  i s  around school  age .  You’re  not 
	     independent ,  but  you begin to  have  a  l i t t le  f reedom 
	     and autonomy.  In school ,  a  chi ld  dec ides  whether 
	     to  obey the i r  teacher,  be  f r iends  with a  cer ta in 
	     person at  recess ,  and do the i r  homework.  They s tar t 
	     to  make some dec i s ions  but  not  a l l  dec i s ions .  They 
	     haven’t  yet  made provis ions  for  themselves ,  but  they 
	     s tar t  to  take  more  respons ibi l i ty  as  they have  chores 
	     a t  home,  which can earn an a l lowance,  so  they s tar t 
	     to  earn a  b i t  of  income. 
	 3 .  Adolescent .  At  thi s  s tage  of  deve lopment ,  around 
	     the  teen years ,  the  chi ld  begins  to  di f ferent iate 
	     f rom their  parents ,  s ib l ings ,  and peers .  They s tar t 
	     to  get  more  independence by get t ing a  dr iver’s 
	     l i cense  and being away f rom home more  than in 
	     pr ior  seasons  of  l i fe .  They get  a  phone and begin 
	     working to  make the i r  own money.  They are  not 
	     ready to  launch,  s t i l l  needing he lp f rom mom and 
	     dad,  but  are  on the  s l id ing sca le  f rom dependence 
	     to  independence. 
	 4 .  Young Adult .  This  i s  around col lege  age  and, 
	     idea l ly  a t  th i s  s tage ,  the  chi ld  has  crossed the  l ine 
	     f rom dependent  to  independent .  Not  fu l ly 
	     l aunched,  they should be  moving in  the  direct ion 
	     o f  paying a l l  the i r  own bi l l s ,  l iv ing in  the i r  own 
	     res idence ,  and making the i r  own l i fe  dec i s ions .  At 
	     th i s  s tage ,  the  chi ld  should have  moved f rom the 
	     passenger  seat  of  the i r  l i fe  into the  dr iver’s  seat , 
	     wi th the  parents  now in the  passenger  seat  to  he lp 
	     and coach.  At  thi s  s tage ,  the  chi ld  has  to  pick the i r 
	     own path with God.  Wil l  they walk  with Him or 
	     walk  away f rom Him? Wil l  they get  connected to 
	     a  church?  I f  so ,  wi l l  i t  be  the  same church as  the i r 
	     parents’ ,  or  another  church? 
	 5 .  Adult .  At  thi s  point ,  you should not  be  l iv ing with 
	     or  get t ing money f rom your  parents  (unless  i t ’s 
	     a  unique g i f t  l ike  an inher i tance  or  he lp  with the 
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	     down payment  on the  purchase  of  a  home)  but 
	     should be  making your  own deci s ions  and 
	     provi s ions .  This  i s  the  t ime that  your  fa ther  i s 
	     over joyed because  you are  not  dr iv ing hi s  car, 
	     spending his  money,  eat ing hi s  food,  or  us ing hi s 
	     ce l l  phone.  Your  dad can now f ina l ly  walk  around 
	     h i s  house  in  hi s  underwear.  The chi ld  i s  now a  fu l ly 
	     l aunched adult ,  ready to  marry,  have  chi ldren,  and 
	     then repeat  the  cyc le  of  br inging up the  next 
	     generat ion. 

	 The Western wor ld has  men s tuck in  s tages  3  or  4  and 
not  making i t  to  s tage  5 .  During COVID, a  demonic  spir i t 
of  fear  ru led the  p lanet ,  encouraging young men to  drop 
out  of  school ,  qui t  the i r  jobs ,  move in  with the i r  mom, s i t 
on the  couch,  wear  a  mask,  order  food de l ivery,  and wai t 
for  the  government  to  send them money.  This  was  a  re turn 
to  breas t feeding for  boys  who can shave .  The Pew Research 
Center  has  repor ted the  hi s tor ic  number  of  young men 
l iv ing with the i r  mother : 

	 A var ie ty  of  factors  contr ibute  to  the  long-run increase 
	 in  the  share  of  young adult s  l iv ing with the i r  parents . 
	 The f i r s t  i s  the  postponement  of,  i f  not  re t reat  f rom, 
	 marr iage .  The median age  of  f i r s t  marr iage  has  r i sen 
	 s teadi ly  for  decades .  In addit ion,  a  growing share  of 
	 young adult s  may be  eschewing marr iage  a l together. . .
	 a s  many as  one- in- four  of  today’s  young adult s  may 
	 never  marry. 22

	 The lack of  a  fa ther  in  many homes  leads  to  the 
ongoing presence  of  an adult  son being over-mothered. 
Because  a  woman i s  a  caretaker  by nature ,  i f  a  fa ther  i s 
not  present  to  push the  son out  of  the  nest  to  become a 
man,  the  mother  wi l l  cont inue to  t reat  h im l ike  she  did 
when he was  a  l i t t le  boy – paying hi s  b i l l s ,  cooking his 
meal s ,  and washing his  c lothes .  These  are  not  men moving 
forward;  they’re  boys  moving backward.  We took a  whole 
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generat ion of  young men who should’ve  been moving 
toward independence,  and guess  what  we did?  We moved 
them backward toward dependence – on thei r  mothers 
and on the  government .  Now, they are  s t ruggl ing with 
menta l  i l lness .  The CDC research has  proven that  the 
pat tern of  over-mother ing,  under- father ing,  and expanding 
government  has  only  caused record leve l s  of  menta l  hea l th 
i s sues  that  show no s igns  of  s lowing down. 23 	
	 A CBS news s tory  says  of  youth depress ion:  “The 
U.S.  surgeon genera l  has  ca l led i t  an ‘urgent  publ ic  hea l th 
cr i s i s’  –  a  devastat ing dec l ine  in  the  menta l  hea l th  of  k ids 
across  the  country. . . the  rates  of  suic ide ,  se l f  harm,  anxiety 
and depress ion are  up among adolescents  -  a  t rend that 
began before  the  [COVID] pandemic. . .” 24

	 Young men are  not  launching into independence, 
marr iage ,  and fatherhood,  and they’re  depressed – as  they 
should be  –  because  they were  made to  be  a  man,  not  a 
chi ld .  They’ve  los t  the i r  purpose ;  they’ve  los t  the i r  way. 
Some have  los t  the i r  conf idence .  Because  they don’t  have 
wisdom, they don’t  know how to get  a  job,  get  marr ied, 
buy a  house ,  or  ra i se  a  k id.  Unl ike  the  fool ’s  parade to 
debt  and Hel l ,  God’s  sons  need to  push through s tage  5 
and get  to  s tage  6 . 

	 6 .  Mature  Adult .  When you are  a  chi ld ,  people  take 
	     respons ibi l i ty  for  you.  When you are  an adult , 
	     you take  respons ibi l i ty  for  yourse l f .  When you 
	     a re  a  mature  adult ,  you take  respons ibi l i ty  for 
	     yourse l f ,  and others  -  your  wi fe ,  your  k ids ,  and 
	     your  grandkids .  You can no longer  be  se l f i sh ;  you 
	     must  s tar t  memoriz ing a l l  those  Bible  verses  about 
	     be ing humble  and ser v ing others  l ike  Jesus .  Because 
	     you have  people  depending on you as  the  fami ly 
	     head,  you cannot  be  lazy,  d i sorganized,  or 
	     unintent ional  with everything f rom your  days  to 
	     your  dol lar s .  This  i s  the  season I  am in as  a 
	     husband,  fa ther,  and grandfather.  This  i s  the  season 
	     I  am in at  church as  senior  pastor  and spir i tua l 
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	     fa ther.  I  cannot  implode my l i fe  because  I  have  too 
	     many people  depending on me.  Generat ions  of  my 
	     fami ly,  and the  fami l ies  of  those  I  l ead,  need me 
	     to  keep the  fa i th  and f in i sh my race ,  as  Paul  says . 
	     I  cannot  qui t  the  race ,  and I  must  not  t r ip  over  my 
	     own feet . 

	 I  wi l l  now te l l  you a  secret :  Being a  man of  God i s  not 
hard;  i t ’s  imposs ib le .  An ent i re  generat ion of  young men i s 
l iv ing with the i r  mother  rather  than moving out  or  moving 
in  with the i r  g i r l f r iend,  who makes  more  money,  rather 
than get t ing a  career  job to  buy her  a  house  and make her 
a  wi fe ,  because  they see  that  be ing a  man i s  a  lot  of  hard 
work. 
	 One s tat i s t ic  would be  funny i f  i t  were  not  t rue .  In 
Ita ly,  72.6% of  men ages  18-34 l ive  with the i r  parents . 

A 75-year-o ld woman had to  get 
an at torney to  ev ict  her  sons , 
ages  40 and 42,  who re fused to 
pay for  anything,  do any chores , 
or  get  a  job.  This  i s  such a 

widespread problem that  a  category  of  men i s  re ferred to 
as  “bamboccioni”  (b ig  babies) . 25

	 It ’s  eas ier  to  p lay  v ideo games ,  watch porn,  eat  ice 
cream for  breakfas t ,  masturbate ,  and take  a  nap than to  be 
a  man.  This  i s  eas ier,  but  not  bet ter.  The Holy  Spir i t  wi l l 
never  show up to  he lp you do any of  those  things  because 
they are  s tupid and wrong.  However,  i f  you lean into the 
imposs ib le  task  of  pushing through these  l i fe  s tages  with 
the  goal  of  get t ing to  and remaining in  s tage  6  unt i l  you 
s tand before  your  Maker  to  get  your  l i fe’s  per formance 
rev iew,  the  Holy  Spir i t  wi l l  show up every  day to  he lp 
you.  God does  not  anoint  boys  who can shave .  God only 
anoints  sons  determined to  be  men of  God.  You can have 
His  anoint ing or  your  comfor t ,  but  you cannot  have  both. 
	 Proverbs  13:22 says ,  “A good man leaves  an 
inher i tance  to  hi s  chi ldren’s  chi ldren…” No matter  what 
l i fe  s tage  you are  in ,  th i s  should be  your  goal .  Get  up 

You can have His 

anointing or your 

comfort, but you 

cannot have both.
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every  day thinking about  both your  l i fe  and your  legacy. 
What  legacy wi l l  you leave  f inancia l ly,  emotional ly, 
re la t ional ly,  and spir i tua l ly?   Who wi l l  be  s tanding on your 
shoulders  to  bui ld  upon what  you have  g iven them? Wil l 
your  sons  and grandsons  be  bet ter,  godl ier,  hea l thier  men 
than you?  This  i s  what  I  th ink about  every  day and pray 
you do the  same.  You are  a  son of  God,  and you are  here 
with a  purpose .  Generat ions  are  depending on you.  Women 
and chi ldren,  many of  whom are  not  yet  even born,  need 
you to  be  the  man God has  created and ca l led you to  be . 
No one can replace  you.  I f  th i s  i s  what  you commit  to ,  the 
Father  wi l l  he lp  you,  Jesus  wi l l  l ead you,  and the  Spir i t 
wi l l  anoint  you with the  power  you need to  l ive  your  l i fe 
and leave  your  legacy ! 

CULTURAL CRISES

	 In  our  cul ture ,  we have  two s imultaneous  cr i ses :  young 
men are  not  moving through the  s tages  of  matur i ty,  and 
older  men are  imploding instead of  fa ther ing.
	 Fir s t ,  young men are  de lay ing the i r  respons ibi l i t ie s 
and matur i ty  as  long as  poss ib le ,  of ten made poss ib le  by 
over-mother ing and under- father ing.  This  i s  a  generat ion 
of  fool s  making v ideos  for  soc ia l  media  bragging about 
the i r  immatur i ty  as  i f  they were  wise .  We have  extended 
adolescence  into an indef ini te  l i fe  s tage .  We now have 
men in the i r  30s  with the  matur i ty  of  boys  in  the i r  ear ly 
teens  f rom previous  generat ions .  The average  man i s  over 
30 when he marr ies  for  the  f i r s t  t ime.  That  means  for 
30-plus  years ,  he’s  been s ingle  and se l f i sh .  It ’s  not  a  s in 
to  get  marr ied la ter,  but  i t  i s  a  s in  i f  i t ’s  because  you’re 
i r respons ib le  and you don’t  want  to  grow up and take  on 
mascul ine  respons ibi l i ty.  This  i s  why men who are  godly 
and wise  are  probably  going to  get  marr ied younger  than 
the  cohabitat ing cowards  who think that  the  Trini ty  re fers 
to  dat ing,  re la t ing,  and fornicat ing.  They’re  not  going to 
just  l ive  with the i r  g i r l f r iend.  They’re  not  just  looking for 
a  good t ime.  They want  to  have  a  good marr iage ,  ra i se  a 



good fami ly,  and leave  a  good legacy.  They want  to  fa ther, 
not  just  s i re . 
	 I f  you’re  a  younger  man,  le t  me g ive  you a  fa ther ly 
word of  advice  I  g ive  my own sons  and a l l  the  young men 
I  know.  The sooner  you s tar t  taking on respons ibi l i ty,  the 
fur ther  ahead you are .  Think of  i t  l ike  a  NASCAR race . 
Right  now,  near ly  every  guy i s  drunk in the  pi t  with a 
t rophy g i r l .  I f  you get  your  car  out  of  the  pi t  and s tar t 
dr iv ing laps ,  you are  10 years  ahead of  the  average  guy. 
In addit ion,  you’re  not  wast ing those  10 years .  You’re 
invest ing them. You’re  not  wast ing them on f ive  broken, 
t raumat ized dat ing re la t ionships .  You’re  invest ing them 
in one marr iage .  You’re  not  r i sk ing having a  bunch 
of  chi ldren out  of  wedlock.  You’re  invest ing your  l i fe 
prepar ing to  be  a  fa ther.  You’re  not  wast ing your  money 
on a lcohol ,  recreat ion,  le i sure ,  and s tupid bro buffoonery. 
You’re  invest ing in  wisdom and home equity  for  the  future . 
The absolute  col lapse  of  our  cul ture  i s  an incredible 
oppor tunity  for  sons  of  God to  exerc i se  dominion,  be 
f rui t fu l ,  and mult ip ly. 
	 Research proves  that ,  despi te  most  people  cohabitat ing 
before  marr iage  and not  marry ing unt i l  they are  30 years 
or  o lder,  God’s  way i s  s t i l l  the  best  way.  The soc io logica l 
fact s  conf i rm the  path that  my wife  and I ,  a long with our 
three  marr ied chi ldren,  have  di scovered. 26

	 To have  the  lowest  rates  of  d ivorce ,  a  young man 
should do the  fo l lowing four  things :
	 1 .  Be a  Chri s t ian in  a  Bible-based church with a 
	     community  of  suppor t  and accountabi l i ty. 
	 2 .  Do not  cohabitate  pr ior  to  marr iage .
	 3 .  Get  marr ied at  an ear l ier  age  than your  peers  (e .g . , 
	     your  ear ly  to  mid-20s) .
	 4 .  Prepare  for  be ing parents  and providing a  lov ing 
	     home for  your  chi ld(ren) .
	 The research proves  that  thi s  p lan works .  Why? 
Because  thi s  i s  God’s  p lan for  His  people .  Whi le  i t ’s 
not  a  s in  to  marry  over  age  30,  many people  fornicate 
and cohabitate  in  re la t ionships  that  are  not  secure ,  l ike 
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marr iage .  Therefore ,  i f  you are  a  young man and want  to 
enjoy your  l i fe  and not  divorce  your  wi fe ,  the  best  th ing to 
do i s  be l ieve  what  the  Bible  says  and not  the  l ie s  the  wor ld 
te l l s . 
	 It  takes  a  man to  ra i se  a  man.  I f  you have  a  godly 
fa ther  who invest s  in  you,  you are  a  l iv ing mirac le .  Thank 
your  dad,  honor  him,  and pra i se  the  Father  for  your 
fa ther.  I f  you are  a  young man who does  not  have  thi s 
k ind of  fa ther,  you need to  act ive ly  f ind godly  o lder  men 
who have  the  Father  hear t  of  God and want  to  invest  in 
young men.  These  are  spi r i tua l  fa thers .  When Paul  says 
in  1  Corinthians  4 :15 (HCSB),  “you can have  10,000 
instructors . . .but  you can’t  have  many fathers .  For  I  became 
your  fa ther  in  Chri s t  Jesus  through the  gospel ,”  he  means 
there  are  10,000 more  soc ia l  media  inf luencers  than 
spir i tua l  fa thers .  One spir i tua l  fa ther  i s  more  va luable , 
he lpful ,  and meaningful  than 10,000 onl ine  content 
creators .  Paul  ser ves  as  an example  of  a  sp i r i tua l  fa ther. 
He ca l l s  Timothy,  Titus ,  and Ones imus hi s  “sons .”  He a l so 
te l l s  the  very  immature  and ungodly  Corinthian church 
that  God sent  him to fa ther  them and he lp them pass 
through the  s tages  of  matur i ty. 
	 The best  way to  f igure  out  how to walk  with God for 
50 years  i s  to  f ind a  guy who has  walked with God for 
50 years .  The best  way to  f igure  out  how to have  a  great 
marr iage  i s  to  f ind a  guy whose  wi fe  smi les  a  lot  because 
her  husband i s  her  b les s ing.  The best  way to  f igure  out 
how to make and s teward money i s  to  f ind a  guy who 
be l ieves  in  Jesus ,  working,  and math.  The best  way to 
f igure  out  how to have  a  great  fami ly  i s  to  f ind a  great 
fami ly  and see  i f  you can hang out  with them at  the i r 
house  and observe  them in the i r  natura l  habi tat . 
	 This  i s  where  I  s tar ted.  I  met  Grace  at  17 and met 
Jesus  a t  19.  I  had col lege  f r iends  who loved Jesus ,  but  what 
I  rea l ly  wanted was  to  get  to  know some godly  o lder  men. 
So,  Grace  and I  found a  wonder ful  church led by a  Bible-
teaching man of  God.  There ,  I  met  a  guy with 12 kids  and 
one wife .  It  seemed l ike  they got  a long pret ty  wel l  based 
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on the  outcome of  the i r  t ime together.  He carr ied a  b ig 
Bible ,  was  joyful  and kind,  and l iked praying for  people 
and shar ing the  gospel .  He a l so  l iked to  recommend Bible 
s tudy tools  and good books  for  young men to  read.  He 
invi ted Grace  and me to  dinner  at  h i s  home to  meet  hi s 
fami ly.  I  wanted to  marry  Grace ,  have  a  b ig  fami ly,  and 
ser ve  Jesus  and was  very  exc i ted to  see  what  thi s  looked 
l ike .  We hung out  with hi s  fami ly  and ate  dinner  at  the i r 
table .  Before  the  meal ,  they a l l  he ld  hands  and prayed and, 
i f  I  remember  r ight ,  sang a  b i t  of  worship.  The fami ly  was 
very  normal ,  joyful ,  creat ive ,  and fun.  After  d inner,  the 
fami ly  p layed games  and hung out ,  and the  te lev i s ion was 
not  turned on because  there  wasn’t  one in  the  l iv ing room. 
Bible  s tor ies  were  read before  bedt ime,  the  k ids  did the i r 
chores  and got  prayed over  by the i r  dad,  and there  was 
a  sense  of  ca lm and joy because  of  the  presence  of  God 
in the  home.  We volunteered to  babys i t  the i r  k ids  every 
Fr iday night  so  they could get  a  date  night ,  and we learned 
about  fami ly  by ser v ing the i r  fami ly. 
	 Some years  la ter,  I  met  one of  the  wises t  and godl ies t 
men I  have  ever  known.  I  rea l ly  wanted to  learn f rom him, 
knew he was  busy,  and did not  want  to  waste  hi s  t ime. 
So,  I  prayed a  lot  that  i f  God wanted him to be  a  man I 
looked to  for  wise  counse l ,  he  would agree  to  meet  with 
me.  I  asked,  and he sa id  he  was  wi l l ing to  meet  once .  I 
a sked how to prepare ,  and he to ld me to  get  a  notebook, 
prayer ful ly  journal  out  spec i f ica l ly  what  I  wanted to 
di scuss ,  show up on t ime,  br ing the  notebook,  take  notes , 
and then agree  to  put  into pract ice  what  he  taught  me.  The 
hour  I  spent  with him was  one of  the  most  ins ightful  t imes 
of  my l i fe  to  that  point .  I  prepared and showed up ear ly. 
We opened in prayer,  and I  sa id  very  l i t t le  and wrote  down 
a  lot .  We c losed in  prayer,  and he sa id  he  could not  meet 
regular ly,  but  when I  needed him,  he  would make t ime 
for  me.  That  was  a  few decades  ago,  and I  have  an ent i re 
fo lder  of  notes  on my laptop f rom t imes  with him.  He i s 
a  fa ther ly  sage ,  and he has  made incredible  depos i t s  in  my 
l i fe .  We don’t  ta lk  of ten,  but  every  t ime we do,  he  unlocks 
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areas  where  I  am stuck and blesses  me t remendous ly.  He’s  a 
sp i r i tua l  fa ther.  Men l ike  that  are  more  prec ious  than gold. 
Find those  men,  and God wi l l  use  them to change your 
l i fe . 
	 Before  you buy a  house ,  ta lk  to  a  mortgage  broker 
and a  rea l tor.  Before  you get  marr ied,  get  wise  counse l 
f rom a  godly  marr ied couple .  Before  you choose  your  k ids’ 
school ,  meet  with mult ip le  godly  fami l ies  to  survey your 
opt ions .  In l i fe ,  there  i s  a lways  a  dumb tax  to  be  paid.  You 
can e i ther  pay your  dumb tax  by making mistakes  or  le t 
someone e l se  pay your  dumb tax  by learning f rom their 
mistakes .  That’s  what  wise  men do. 
	 Al l  of  th i s  br ings  me to  our  second cul tura l  cr i s i s . 
Older  men are  fa i l ing instead of  fa ther ing.  This  epidemic 
i s  known as  a  “midl i fe  cr i s i s .”  It  i s  a l so  ca l led “grey 
divorce ,”  as  so  many older  couples  are  d ivorc ing that  a  new 
category  has  been added to  our  cul tura l  vernacular. 27 
	 This  i s  when a  fool i sh  o lder  man trades  in  hi s  54-year-
o ld wife  for  three  18-year-o ld g i r l f r iends .  Rather  than 
spending his  t ime and money to  he lp hi s  sons  and sons- in-

law launch,  he  t rave l s  a  lot , 
p icks  up expens ive  hobbies , 
and dec ides  that  se l f i shness 
i s  what  he’s  earned af ter 
years  of  working hard.  In 
these  instances ,  a  man who 
i s  supposed to  be  a  mature 

adult  rever t s  to  the  adolescent  or  young adult  s tage  of 
l i fe .  He set s  a  p i le  of  money on f i re  for  d ivorce  at torneys , 
sp l i t s  whatever  i s  l e f t  with hi s  broken wife ,  and ignores  hi s 
k ids  because  he  has  t raumat ized them. He f inds  a  young 
ga l  who i s  hot  l ike  Hel l  and has  a  fa ther  wound,  and he 
pretends  to  be  l ike  a  dad to  her  in  exchange for  sex  with 
him.  The ent i re  scenar io  i s  grotesque.  The thought  of  a 
dad dropping of f  h i s  daughter  a t  k indergar ten then la ter 
dat ing one of  her  school  f r iends  should make you throw up 
in your  mouth. 
	 These  are ,  arguably,  our  biggest  two cul tura l  cr i ses . 

You can either pay 

your dumb tax by 

making mistakes or let 

someone else pay your 

dumb tax by learning 

from their mistakes.
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Younger  men are  not  moving forward,  and older  men 
are  going backward.  Unti l  that  problem i s  f ixed,  we’re  a 
doomed cul ture  in  dec l ine ,  cer ta in to  die  unless  we get 
bet ter  men.  The l id  of  any cul ture  i s  the  men.  You cannot 
have  a  bet ter  cul ture  unless  you get  bet ter  men. 

WISDOM ABOVE FOOLISHNESS

	 Gett ing an educat ion i s  easy ;  get t ing wisdom is  hard. 
Throughout  Proverbs ,  the  son i s  cont inual ly  exhor ted to 
go on a  t reasure  hunt  for  the  pr ice les s  wisdom that  i s  of ten 
hidden in thi s  fool i sh  wor ld.  Wisdom comes  f rom God 
the  Holy  Spir i t ,  and He only  bestows wisdom on those 
who are  seeking to  honor  and obey the  Father.  The reason 
most  men,  young and old,  are  fool i sh  i s  s imple :  They do 
not  have  the  Holy  Spir i t .  However,  i f  you are  the  Father’s 
son,  you have  the  Holy  Spir i t ,  which means  you have  the 
unique oppor tunity  to  grow in wisdom. 
	 Ephes ians  1 :16-17 says ,  “…remember ing you in 
my prayers ,  that  the  God of  our  Lord Jesus  Chri s t ,  the 
Father  of  g lory,  may g ive  you the  Spir i t  of  wisdom…” The 
Holy  Spir i t  br ings  wisdom. You don’t  need to  be  smar t 
or  educated to  be  wise .  You need to  be  humble  enough 
to  s tudy,  learn,  repent ,  ask  quest ions ,  and change your 
mind when you are  wrong.  This  expla ins  why somet imes 
the  smar tes t  people  are  not  the  wises t  people  –  they lack 
humil i ty  and the  Spir i t . 
	 James  1 :5  says ,  “If  any of  you lacks  wisdom, le t  h im 
ask God,  who g ives  generous ly  to  a l l  wi thout  reproach,  and 
i t  wi l l  be  g iven him.”  I  have  prayed thi s  promise  more  than 
any other  Scr ipture  in  my l i fe ,  apply ing i t  to  count les s 
dec i s ions  and s i tuat ions .  Let  me make thi s  as  c lear  as  I 
can.  Imagine that  you are  a  fa ther,  and you have  a  son you 
love .  You te l l  your  son to  do something good for  him and 
to  not  do something bad for  him.  Imagine your  son then 
looks  at  you and says ,  “Dad,  I  love  you and I  t rust  you.  I 
want  to  obey you.  I  am not  sure  what  s teps  to  take  next . 
Would you be  wi l l ing to  he lp me learn how to obey you?” 
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What would your  answer  be?  “Of course !”
	 God i s  your  Father,  and you are  His  be loved son. 
James  i s  say ing that  you have  a  Father  who wants  to  he lp 
you grow in wisdom and obedience .  I f  you ask Him for 
he lp,  your  Father  a lways  answers  with a  joyful  “Yes !”  You 
should pray  something l ike ,  “Father,  he lp  me get  prepared 
for  marr iage ;  send the  Holy  Spir i t  to  make me into the 
k ind of  man who can love  a  woman fa i thful ly  for  50 
years .”  You could a l so  pray,  “Father,  I  want  to  be  a  great 
dad who i s  a  l ion for  and a  lamb with my kids .  Please  send 
the  Holy  Spir i t  to  empower  me with wisdom to be  pastor 
dad to  my kids .” 
	 Pray  f requent ly,  pray  expectant ly,  and pray 
spec i f ica l ly.  Don’t  jus t  ask  for  a  job;  ask  for  a  job that  wi l l 
provide  for  your  fami ly  and not  rob every  minute  of  your 
l i fe .  Don’t  jus t  ask  for  a  house ;  ask  for  the  deta i l s  your 
fami ly  would benef i t  f rom most  in  a  house .  Don’t  jus t 
pray  by yourse l f ;  i f  you have  a  wi fe ,  pray  with her,  and i f 
you have  k ids ,  inc lude them. Keep model ing humil i ty  and 
dependence upon the  Lord,  and when God answers  prayers 
and provides  wisdom and provis ion,  ce lebrate  and le t  your 
fami ly  see  that  your  Father  i s  a  per fect  Father. 
	 You’re  a  son,  and God i s  your  Father.  I f  you pray, 
“Father,  I  need wisdom” for  anything,  He’l l  never  look at 
you and say  no.  Here’s  the  big  idea .  Whatever  season of 
l i fe  you’re  in ,  you’ve  never  been there  before ,  so  you might 
not  know what  to  do.  You can nai l  h igh school  or  col lege 
and be  los t  in  the  workforce .  You can crush i t  a t  work 
and get  crushed at  home.  You can do great  on the  job and 
rea l ly  s t ruggle  when they move you into management .  You 
were  a  great  dad with your  f i r s t  k id ,  but  the  second one 
i s  complete ly  di f ferent ,  and parent ing them i s  a  mystery. 
In every  season of  l i fe ,  a  man who i s  moving through the 
l i fe  s tages  must  overcome his  fears ,  grow in courage  and 
wisdom, and keep learning and growing.  No matter  how 
old you get ,  you are  a lways  a  son and wi l l  a lways  need 
your  Father.  Also ,  as  the  leader,  you need to  keep growing 
and matur ing so  you don’t  put  a  l id  on the  matur i ty  of 
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other  fami ly  members .
	 Proverbs  13:20 says ,  “Whoever  walks  with the  wise 
becomes  wise ,  but  the  companion of  fool s  wi l l  suf fer 
harm.”  Show me your  f r iends ,  and I ’ l l  show you your 
future .  I f  the  guys  you know are  rea l ly  good at  dr inking, 
gambl ing,  and carous ing,  you’re  not  going to  end up more 
l ike  Jesus  hanging out  with those  guys .  They may be  your 
minis t r y,  but  they’re  not  your  brothers .  Your  goal  i s  to 
he lp them but  not  le t  them hur t  you.  Find guys  who are 
ahead of  you who are  walking in  wisdom, and walk behind 
them. Find guys  who are  in  your  same l i fe  s tage  and are 
act ing in  wisdom, and walk a longs ide  them. Find guys  who 
are  behind you,  and invi te  them to draf t  behind you. 
	 Where  do you get  wisdom? It  comes  f rom God the 
Holy  Spir i t  and Scr ipture .  Time in the  Bible  and good 
Chri s t ian books  wri t ten by people  with the  Spir i t  of 
God are  a lways  a  good idea .  Prayer  and worship are 
oppor tunit ies  to  l i s ten to  the  Holy  Spir i t  and t ransfer  your 
burdens  to  your  God. 
	 Li s tening to  your  consc ience  i s  a l so  par t  of  growing 
in  wisdom. Do not  v io late  your  consc ience ,  or  you might 
break i t .  God has  p laced a  consc ience  in  you as  a  means 

of  growing you in wisdom. 
There  are  a  lot  of  th ings 
that  are  not  s inful  but  are 
harmful .  These  sor t s  of 
th ings  are  not  in  the  Bible , 

but  they are  in  your  consc ience .  For  example ,  i t ’s  not  a 
s in  to  r ide  a  b ike  as  a  young man without  a  he lmet ,  i t ’s 
not  a  s in  to  dr ive  a  car  without  a  seatbe l t  as  a  young man, 
and i t ’s  not  a  s in  to  eat  a  bag of  chips  every  night  as  a 
grandpa,  but  none of  these  things  wi l l  improve your  l i fe 
and eventual ly  wi l l  cause  a  lot  of  pa in and harm. 
	 Wisdom al so  comes  through submiss ion to  r ight ful 
author i ty  es tabl i shed by God.  The reason we have  a  s tupid 
cul ture  of  fool i shness  i s  because  there  i s  zero  respect  for 
author i ty.  At  home,  you have  a  fa ther.  At  church,  you have 
a  pastor.  At  school ,  you have  a  teacher.  At  work,  you have 

No matter how old you 

get, you are always a 

son and will always 

need your Father.



a  boss .  In  spor ts ,  you have  a  coach.  Admittedly,  the  leaders 
in  author i ty  over  us  are  imper fect  s inners .  However, 
even Jesus ,  who was  per fect ,  was  wise  enough to  honor 
author i ty  as  a  young man,  which he lped Him mature . 
	 It  was  prophes ied in  Isa iah 11:2,  700 years  before 
Jesus  was  born:  “The spir i t  of  the  Lord sha l l  res t  upon 
him,  the  Spir i t  of  wisdom…” When Jesus  was  about  12, 
Luke 2:40 says ,  “ [ Jesus]  grew and became s t rong,  f i l l ed 
with wisdom. And the  favor  of  God was  upon him.”  Luke 
2:46-47 then says ,  “…they found him in the  temple , 
s i t t ing among the  teachers ,  l i s tening to  them and asking 
them quest ions .  And a l l  who heard him were  amazed at  h i s 
unders tanding and his  answers .”  He’s  f inding re la t ionships 
with guys  who are  o lder  than Him and asking quest ions , 
because  He i s  wise  enough f rom a  young age  to  seek o lder 
men to  g lean more  wisdom from. 
	 A few verses  la ter,  there’s  a  mind-melt ing l ine .  Luke 
2:52 says ,  “And Jesus  increased in  wisdom and in s tature 
and in favor  with God and man.”  This  i s  wi ld .  Jesus  i s 
fu l ly  God and ful ly  man.  God became a  man.  That’s  what 
Immanuel  means  –  God with us .  When God became a  man 
in Jesus  Chri s t ,  He did not  lose  His  d iv ini ty,  but  rather 
He added to  i t  His  humanity.  Fur thermore ,  Jesus  wi l l ingly 
se t  as ide  the  cont inual  use  of  His  d iv ine  at t r ibutes  so  He 
could humbly l ive  l ike  us .  When the  Bible  says  He was 
tempted,  He was  tempted as  we are .  When He was  hungry, 
He was  hungry l ike  we are .  When He was  thir s ty,  He was 
thir s ty  l ike  we are .  When he grew in wisdom, s tature ,  and 
favor  with men and God,  He was  learning and growing as 
our  example . 
	 Does  God need to  learn anything?  No.  Jesus  se t  as ide 
the  cont inual  use  of  His  d iv ine  at t r ibutes .  He didn’t  lose 
them; He just  d idn’t  use  them and chose  to  l ive  l ike  we do 
and grow up l ike  we do.  To look at  the  s tages  in  Jesus’  l i fe , 
He s tar ted as  a  baby,  became a  chi ld ,  then an adolescent , 
young adult ,  and f ina l ly,  an adult .  Then,  He atoned for 
the  s in  of  the  wor ld,  which makes  Him a  very  mature 
adult .  He takes  care  of  every  predest ined s inner  as  the i r 
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Savior.  The quest ion,  then,  i s ,  “How can we be  l ike  Jesus?” 
The answer  i s  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spir i t .  The Holy 
Spir i t  wants  to  make you mature  and wise  a t  whatever  l i fe 
s tage  you’re  in ,  s ince  Jesus  was  mature  and wise  in  every 
l i fe  s tage  dur ing His  t ime on ear th.
	 Here’s  an analogy.  A few years  ago,  I  was  a t  a 
makeshi f t  gun range in  the  mounta ins .  A guy,  who i s 
a  good shot ,  wanted to  see  how good he was  shoot ing 
bl indfolded.  So,  I  got  far  away,  because  I  wasn’t  sure  how 
this  was  going to  end up.  When shoot ing bl indfolded,  i s 
he  actua l ly  b l ind?  No,  he  has  s ight .  He’s  jus t  choos ing not 
to  use  i t .  Jesus  knows everything and can do anything but , 
whi le  He was  on the  ear th,  He chose  to  l ive  as  we should: 
humbly and s imply. 
	 Jesus  grew in wisdom, s tature ,  and favor  with men and 
God,  which means  He was  per fect ly  mature  for  every  l i fe 
s tage .  He was  per fect ,  but  when He was  three ,  He didn’t 
act  l ike  a  13-year-o ld.  When he was  13,  he  was  mature  for 
a  13-year-o ld.  The problem comes  when you’re  33 and you 
act  l ike  a  13-year-o ld.  You’ve  got  to  eva luate  yourse l f .  How 
old am I?  How mature  am I?  How wise  am I  for  my age 
and for  my l i fe  s tage?  You a l so  need to  eva luate  your  sons 
and the  men you are  mentor ing through thi s  same lens . 
Don’t  push your  13-year-o ld son to  act  l ike  he’s  33,  and 
don’t  coddle  your  33-year-o ld son so  he  acts  l ike  he’s  13. 
Jesus  grew,  so  you’re  going to  need to  grow.  Jesus  learned, 
so  you’re  going to  need to  learn.  Jesus  matured,  so  you’re 
going to  need to  mature . 
	 I f  you’re  a  young man,  don’t  compare  yourse l f  to  the 
other  guys  in  your  generat ion.  Try to  f igure  out  what 
Jesus  looked l ike  at  about  your  age .  For  the  guys  in  your 
l i fe  s tage  and age ,  are  they more  or  le s s  mature  than they 
should be?  Probably  le s s .  So,  ask  yourse l f ,  “What  would i t 
look l ike  for  me to  be  mature  at  my age?”  Matthew 3:11 
says  the  Father  wi l l  “…bapt ize  you with the  Holy  Spir i t…” 
Luke 11:13 says  the  Father  wi l l  “…give  the  Holy  Spir i t  to 
those  who ask him!”
	 God i s  a  Father.  Jesus  i s  the  prototype for  what  a 

7 7

9  W A Y S  T O  P U N C H  L I F E  I N  T H E  M O U T H



A C T  L I K E  A  M A N

7 8

mature  son looks  l ike  at  any l i fe  s tage .  God the  Father 
sends  God the  Son to  save  us  f rom our  s ins  and set  the 
pat tern,  precedent ,  and prototype of  what  a  mature  man 
i s :  f i l l ed  with the  Holy  Spir i t ,  growing in  wisdom, and 
a lways  learning,  repent ing,  and matur ing.  The Holy  Spir i t 
i s  the  one who comes  into you to  make you l ike  Jesus ,  the 
Son of  God.  So,  what  does  wisdom look l ike?  It  looks  l ike 
the  Holy  Spir i t  making you l ike  Jesus .  That’s  exact ly  what 
i t  means . 

A REVOLUTIONARY AND CONTROVERSIAL 
PARENTING LESSON

	 I f  you’re  a  fa ther,  l e t  me say  something that  wi l l 
revolut ionize  your  parent ing.  I f  you grew up in a 
per formance-based home where  you were  pushed for 
per fect ion and punished for  imper fect ion,  le t  th i s  next 
word hea l  and de l iver  you f rom the oppress ion you have 
l ived under.  I f  Jesus  grew in wisdom, s tature ,  and favor 
with men and God,  did He learn and mature  through a 
process ?  Yes .  Did Jesus  ever  commit  a  s in?  Never.  Did He 
learn through tr ia l  and error  l ike  every  human does?  Yes .
	 Do you think when Jesus  was  a  seven-year-o ld boy 

and Joseph gave  Him His 
f i r s t  b ike ,  He immediate ly 
jumped on the  bike  and just 
went  of f  with no t ra ining 
wheel s ,  f l ipped,  jumped, 

and was  ready for  the  X Games?  No.  He l ike ly  had to  learn 
how to r ide  a  b ike  l ike  we a l l  do.  He never  s inned,  but  He 
had to  grow and mature . 
	 When Jesus  learned to  read and wri te ,  do you think 
they just  handed Him Plato  at  the  age  of  s ix  and He read 
i t ,  unders tood i t ,  then taught  i t  to  others  in  the  or ig ina l 
language?  Or do you think He had to  learn His  a lphabet 
and how to read and wri te ,  add and subtract ,  jus t  l ike  the 
res t  of  us?  He did. 
	 We tend to  think of  Jesus  as  per fect ,  and He i s ,  but 

Jesus is the prototype 

for what a mature son 

looks like at any life 

stage.
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we don’t  see  His  process .  That’s  where  you may have 
di scouraged your  son (or  daughter)  i f  you don’t  a l low them 
to be  human.  Human beings  do s in ,  but  i t ’s  not  a  s in  to  be 
human.  You can be  f i l l ed with the  Holy  Spir i t ,  not  even in 
s in ,  and f igur ing out  l i fe  through a  process .
	 You may have  grown up in a  re l ig ious  home where  you 
had to  do everything per fect ly,  but  there’s  a  d i f ference 
between being a  human being and s inning.  I  ra i sed my 
three  sons  thi s  way.  I  would te l l  them a l l  the  t ime,  “That’s 
not  a  s in ;  that’s  jus t  a  mistake .  You’re  a  human being; 
we make mistakes ,  and that’s  how we learn – by making 
mistakes .”  Mistakes  are  not  just  acceptable ;  they are 
necessary.  An ent i re  generat ion of  young men i s  para lyzed 
because  they are  a f ra id  of  fa i l ing.  Fai l ing i s  how you learn, 
and the  worst  fa i lure  i s  not  t r y ing because  you are  a f ra id 
of  fa i l ing. 
	 The f i r s t  t ime I  saw a  curvebal l ,  I  d idn’t  h i t  i t  with the 
bat ,  but  I  d id hi t  myse l f .  I  went  over  to  my dad and sa id , 
“Dad,  what  was  that?”  He repl ied,  “That’s  a  curvebal l .” 
I  sa id ,  “I  don’t  know what  to  do with a  curvebal l .”  He 
responded,  “Son,  you’ve  got  to  learn.”  Al l  of  l i fe  i s  jus t 
f igur ing out  things  you’ve  never  done before .  Does  that 
mean you’re  a  s inner  or  you’re  a  human being?  It’s  not  a 
s in  to  be  human. 
	 As  a  human being,  do you know what  you need? 
Grace .  The Holy  Spir i t .  Tr ia l  and error.  Figur ing i t  out . 
A good coach in  the  process  i s  a lways  a  he lp.  I  want  you 
to  know that  i f  you’re  not  where  you should be ,  there 
are  men who can he lp you get  to  where  you should be . 
They’ l l  be  there  to  bui ld  you up,  not  to  beat  you down. 
They won’t  say,  “You should be  here ,  and you’re  here .” 
They’ l l  say,  “We’re  g lad you’re  here  to  learn and mature . 
We’re  going to  he lp you get  there .”  As  men,  we don’t  want 
harsh accountabi l i ty,  we don’t  want  lega l i sm,  we don’t 
want  judgment ,  we don’t  want  chest -beat ing,  and we don’t 
want  fakery.  The “I ’ve  got  i t  a l l  together”  smug re l ig ious 
guy i s  jus t  another  arrogant  fool .  Just  be  honest  with 
yourse l f  and say,  “You know what?  I ’m mature  in  thi s  area . 
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I  th ink I  could he lp some guys .  I  have  some wisdom. I ’m 
not  mature  in  thi s  area .  I  need some guys  to  g ive  me some 
wisdom.” Wherever  you are ,  s tar t  there .  To the  young guys 
s i t t ing on the  couch:  get  up,  brush your  teeth,  put  some 
pants  on,  and go t r y.  I f  you do,  the  Father  wi l l  go with 
you. 
	 God the  Father  i s  so  grac ious .  At  our  Real  Men 
minis t r y,  there  are  guys  who were  drug addicts  two years 
ago,  and now they’re  minis t r y  leaders .  There  are  guys  who 
were  l iv ing with the i r  g i r l f r iends  three  years  ago,  and now 
they both got  saved and bapt ized.  There  are  guys  who were 
potheads  seven months  ago,  and now they’re  working jobs 
and moving out  of  the i r  mother’s  house .  There  are  guys 
who never  wanted to  be  fa thers  who are  now enjoying 
daddy dates  with the i r  daughters .  There  are  guys  whose 
wives  d id not  respect  them, and now they hold hands  and 
worship together  in  church whi le  she  burrows into hi s 
chest .  There  are  guys  who blew up thei r  f i r s t  marr iage ,  got 
saved,  and now have  a  beaut i fu l  fami ly.  The Father  i s  so 
grac ious ,  and the  Spir i t  i s  so  power ful ,  that  i f  the  sons  wi l l 
jus t  look at  the  Father  and say,  “You know what?  I  need 
some help here ,”  He’l l  send the  Holy  Spir i t  to  a l low you to 
move,  p ivot ,  and change.  I f  you’re  in  s in ,  He’l l  forg ive  you 
and overcome i t .  I f  you’re  not  in  s in ,  He’l l  be  pat ient  with 
you in the  process  through your  humanity.  The resul t  wi l l 
inc lude doing your  job,  which we wi l l  s tudy next . 

Quest ions  for  Personal  Ref lect ion or  Group Discuss ion 
	 1 .  What  l i fe  s tage  are  you in?  Is  that  where  you should 
	     be ,  or  are  you behind?  I f  you’re  behind,  how can 
	     you make progress ? 
	 2 .  In what  area(s )  of  your  l i fe  do you have  wisdom to 
	     he lp  other  guys? 
	 3 .  In what  area(s )  of  your  l i fe  do you need wisdom 
	     f rom other  guys?  Who could he lp meet  thi s  need?
	 4 .  What  i s  the  greates t  wisdom, and greates t 
	     fool i shness ,  that  has  been sa id  to  you regarding 
	     men and manhood? 



Chapter 4
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W hen I  got  my very  f i r s t  job,  I  l i ed about  my age  and 
fa l s i f ied my bir th cer t i f icate .  Like  I  to ld  you ear l ier 

in  the  book,  I  wasn’t  yet  a  Chri s t ian,  so  I  wasn’t  act ing l ike 
one.  At  age  15,  I  got  a  job at  a  convenience  s tore  a  s tone’s 
throw from a  s t r ip  c lub se l l ing lot ter y  t ickets ,  c igaret tes , 
and a lcohol .  Fac ia l  ha i r  and a  low voice  he lped keep me 
f rom gett ing caught  for  working i l l ega l ly.  I  used my money 
to  buy my f i r s t  car  –  a  1956 Chevy – that  I  drove  to  work 
before  I  had a  dr iver’s  l i cense .  I  have  a lways  worked and 
wanted to  take  on respons ibi l i ty.  Over  the  years ,  I  have 
had some weird jobs .  I  worked as  a  longshoreman for  a 
whi le .  I  jo ined a  laborers’  union and l ied about  my age 
aga in when I  was  in  high school .  I ’ve  worked at  a  hote l . 
And now,  I ’m preaching fu l l - t ime and,  i f  i t  doesn’t  work 
out ,  I  might  be  going back to  the  convenience  s tore .
	 Most  guys  work at  leas t  40 hours  a  week.  For  the 
average  guy,  le t’s  say  he  works  40 hours  a  week for  40 years 
of  h i s  l i fe .  He’s  spending roughly  80,000 hours  of  h i s  l i fe 
a t  work.  This  i sn’t  even inc luding guys  who work over t ime, 
inc luding remote ly  in  the  evenings  or  on the  weekends .
	 We’ve  ta lked about  worshiping God at  church and in 
our  everyday l ives ,  but  how do you worship God through 
your  work?  The way you v iew work rea l ly  depends  on the 
way you v iew God.  Once you unders tand God,  i t  he lps 
f rame the  res t  of  your  l i fe ,  inc luding your  work. 
	 In  the  New Testament  days ,  the  prominent  cul ture  was 
Greek,  which was  dual i s t ic .  You had phys ica l ,  which they’d 
say  was  bad,  and spir i tua l ,  which they’d say  was  good. 
Li fe’s  goa l  was  to  avoid get t ing your  hands  dir ty.  Manual 
labor  and hard work were  for  poor  people ,  peasants ,  and 
s laves .  Their  goa l  was  to  devote  your  l i fe  to  ar t ,  s tudy, 
music ,  phi losophy,  and contemplat ion in  the  wor ld of 
ideas .  This  became the  foundat ion for  Western educat ion 
and,  as  a  resul t ,  many people  who go to  col lege  don’t 
know how to work or  do pract ica l  th ings .  Col lege  today 
i s  la rge ly  about  s tudying phi losophy,  soc io logy,  and other 
ideologies ,  but  graduates  don’t  know how to get  the i r 
hands  dir ty  and do anything.  As  I  wr i te  thi s  book,  co l lege 
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s tudents  have  taken over  numerous  univers i ty  campuses 
to  protes t  in  suppor t  of  demonic  Hamas terror i s t s  and are 
demanding that  the  univers i t ie s  br ing them meals  because 
they forgot  to  br ing a  sack lunch to  the i r  lawless  anarchy. 
This  i s  a  h i lar ious  example  of  the  fa i lure  of  modern 
educat ion. 
	 A power ful  cul tura l  force  for  the  demonic  in  the  West 
today i s  a the i s t ic  Marxi sm.  Kar l  Marx was  an athei s t ,  and 
ev i l s  such as  soc ia l i sm and communism emerged f rom his 
depraved mind.  What’s  the  di f ference  between soc ia l i sm 
and communism? Socia l i sm i s  a  ha l f - s tep to  communism, 
and i t  of ten ends  up in  the  fu l l  s tep.  Marx bas ica l ly  sa id 
there  i s  no God,  we’re  not  here  on an ass ignment  f rom 
God to  g ive  g lory  to  God,  and we’re  not  going to  g ive  an 
account  to  God when we die .  This  l i fe  i s  a l l  we have .  He 
sa id  that ,  a s  good and improving people ,  we could create 
Heaven on ear th without  God,  a  utopian soc iety.  Any 
fa i lure  to  achieve  Heaven on ear th i s  the  resul t  of  sys temic 
oppress ion,  whereby those  in  power  v ic t imize  those  with 
les s  power.  We are  not  s inners ,  the  wor ld i s  not  fa l len and 
cursed,  and just ice  enta i l s  not  Jesus  be ing cruci f ied for  our 
s in  but  us  cruci fy ing others  for  the i r  perce ived s in  aga inst 
us  in  what  has  come to  be  ca l led “cance l  cul ture .”  Al l  of 
th i s  i s  a  counter fe i t  of  the  s tory l ine  of  the  Bible . 
	 I f  anything i s  hard or  di f f icul t ,  or  i f  we are  poor  and 
not  succeeding,  i t ’s  because  we’re  oppressed v ict ims.  As  a 
resul t ,  we need the  government  to  rea l locate  weal th,  taking 
f rom people  who are  succeeding and g iv ing i t  to  people 
who are  s t ruggl ing.  This  i s  the  pr imary ideology of  young, 
emerging generat ions .  I f  they don’t  have  as  much as  they 
think they should have ,  they be l ieve  they’re  v ic t ims and 
the  government  needs  to  redis t r ibute  weal th.  This  i s  ca l led 
“soc ia l  jus t ice”  and DEI (Divers i ty,  Equity,  Inc lus ion) 
pol i t ic s .  I f  you disagree  with thi s  ideology,  you are  ca l led a 
b igot  and publ ic ly  bul l ied as  a  rac i s t ,  chauvinis t ,  sex i s t ,  or 
homophobe. 
	 Kar l  Marx himsel f  saw his  own chi ldren s tar ve  to 
death and his  wi fe  lose  her  mind because  he  did not 
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work for  14 years .  They never  te l l  you that  in  col lege , 
because  i t ’s  obvious  he  i s  not  an example  of  a  respons ib le 
man who should be  the  archi tect  of  f inance  and fami ly, 
as  i s  current ly  the  case  a t  every  progress ive  univers i ty. 
Encyc lopaedia  Bri tannica  says , 

	 From 1850 to  1864 Marx l ived in  mater ia l  misery 
	 and spir i tua l  pa in.  His  funds  were  gone,  and except 
	 on one occas ion he  could not  br ing himsel f  to  seek 
	 pa id employment .  In March 1850 he and his  wi fe 
	 and four  smal l  chi ldren were  ev icted and thei r 
	 be longings  se ized.  Severa l  of  h i s  chi ldren died—
	 including a  son Guido,  “a  sacr i f ice  to  bourgeois 
	 misery,”  and a  daughter  Franzi ska ,  for  whom his  wi fe 
	 rushed about  f rant ica l ly  t r y ing to  borrow money for  a 
	 cof f in .  For  s ix  years  the  fami ly  l ived in  two smal l 
	 rooms in  Soho,  of ten subs i s t ing on bread and potatoes . 
	 The chi ldren learned to  l ie  to  the  credi tors :  “Mr.  Marx 
	 a in’t  upsta i r s .”  Once he  had to  escape them by f lee ing 
	 to  Manchester.  His  wi fe  suf fered breakdowns. 28

	 Marx fa thered an i l l eg i t imate  son through adultery, 
d id not  ra i se ,  f inancia l ly  suppor t ,  or  even meet  that  son, 
and hid hi s  shameful  secret  s in .  His  daughters  eventual ly 
k i l l ed themselves  by ingest ing cyanide . 29 During the  t ime 
that  hi s  chi ldren were  s tar v ing to  death,  and his  wi fe 
was  having nervous  breakdowns,  Marx was  wri t ing hi s 
f i r s t  book on economic theory,  Zur Kri t ik  der  po l i t i s chen 
Ökonomie  (A Contr ibut ion to  the  Cri t ique  o f  Po l i t i ca l 
Economy) . 30 
	 The Father  of  Lies  found a  good son in Kar l  Marx. 
I f  you’re  a  young guy who went  to  a  government  school , 
you’ve  had Marxi s t  bra inwashing f rom bir th,  as  he  i s  one 
of  the  most  inf luent ia l  minds  in  modern secular  educat ion. 
The goal  of  government  i s  to  make you dependent  on i t , 
which i s  the  oppos i te  of  God your  Father  who wants  you 
to  l ive  dependent  upon Him, which i s  t rue  f reedom. The 
batt le  in  the  Bible  i s  of ten between God and government . 
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Over and over  in  Scr ipture  and his tory,  the  government 
seeks  to  remove God and replace  Him with government 
as  the  highest  author i ty.  I f  you think l ike  Marx,  you wi l l 
suf fer  in  thi s  l i fe  and jo in him in Hel l  in  the  next . 

THE PROTESTANT WORK ETHIC

	 Some s ingle  men of  God in the  Bible  d ied rather 
young (e .g . ,  Paul) ,  which expla ins  why they remained 
unmarr ied and without  chi ldren.  For  most  men,  the  div ine 
des ign of  Genes i s  1-2 encourages  them to work,  marry, 
fa ther,  and grandfather.  Along with other  men fo l lowing 
the  b luepr int  of  Genes i s  1-2,  we f ind i t  near ly  imposs ib le 
to  look up to  and fo l low any man who doesn’t  own 
anything,  earn anything,  or  get  up in  the  morning and put 
hi s  boots  on to  go provide  for  and protect  h i s  wi fe ,  k ids , 
and grandkids . 
	 A French soc io logi s t  named Alex i s  de  Tocquevi l le 
examined the  greatness  of  America .  Why was  America 
prosperous  and wi ld ly  success fu l ?  His  mass ive  1800s 
soc io logica l  s tudy culminated in  the  landmark book 
Democracy  in  America .  He wrote  that  American capi ta l i s t ic 
success  was  because  of  re l ig ious  commitment .  He a l so 
wrote  that  Bible-be l iev ing Protes tant  men who be l ieved 
work i s  good,  debt  i s  bad,  God’s  resources  should be 
s tewarded beginning with t i th ing,  and men are  respons ib le 
for  the  wel lbe ing of  the i r  fami l ies  created the  success  of 
Western capi ta l i sm. 31

	 He a l so  gave  a  b i t  of  a  prophet ic  word about  “a  most 
dangerous  passage  in  the  hi s tory  of  a  democrat ic  people . 
When the  tas te  for  phys ica l  grat i f icat ions  among them 
has  grown more  rapidly  than thei r  educat ion and thei r 
exper ience  of  f ree  inst i tut ions ,  the  t ime wi l l  come when 
men are  carr ied away and lose  a l l  se l f - res t ra int  a t  the 
s ight  of  the  new possess ions  they are  about  to  obta in.”  He 
warned that  Americans  would become so prosperous  and 
so  addicted to  comfor t  and pleasure  that  we would lose  a l l 
se l f - res t ra int .  We would no longer  work hard or  re ign in 
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our  debt  and,  as  a  resul t ,  we would undermine both our 
democracy and economy. 
	 That  i s  prec i se ly  where  we f ind ourse lves  today.  Our 
greates t  threat  as  a  soc iety  i s  not  an at tack f rom the 
outs ide  but  se l f -destruct ion f rom the ins ide :  obes i ty, 
addict ions ,  debt ,  a lcohol i sm,  menta l  hea l th  i s sues , 
depress ion,  and the  drug cr i s i s  are  obvious  examples . 
Today,  fewer  and fewer  people  are  hardworking,  and they 
end up se l f -destruct ing because  they’re  so  prosperous  that 
they can be  in  debt  unt i l  they die  and vote  for  ignorant 
pol i t ic ians  who enlarge  government  to  care  for  them from 
womb to tomb.  This  i s  par t icular ly  t rue  for  emerging 
generat ions  of  young men who are  s i t t ing on thei r  mom’s 
couch and consuming enter ta inment ,  food,  porn,  v ideo 
games ,  and a lcohol  whi le  spending money sent  by the 
government  to  fund a l l  th i s  nonsense . 
	 Seventy- f ive  years  a f ter  Tocquevi l le ,  there  was  a 
German soc io logi s t  named Max Weber  who wrote  The 
Prote s tant  Ethic  and the  Spir i t  o f  Capi ta l i sm .  He came 
up with the  phrase  “the  Protes tant  work ethic .” 32 He 
looked at  the  success  of  the  most  prosperous ,  power ful , 
and prominent  nat ion in  the  wor ld and sa id  American 
success  i s  because  of  the  Protes tant  work ethic .  He sa id 
the  country  was  bui l t  on men who knew how to work, 
d idn’t  go into debt ,  and took respons ibi l i ty  for  themselves 
and thei r  fami l ies .  He concluded that  i f  you bui ld  your 
l i fe  upon the  Bible ,  work hard for  s ix  days ,  take  your 
day of  Sabbath res t ,  and invest  in  your  church,  wi fe ,  and 
chi ldren as  your  f i r s t  respons ibi l i t ie s ,  that’s  how you get  a 
f lour i shing soc iety.  Simply  s tated,  i f  men obey the  Bible , 
the  wor ld gets  bet ter  and better. 

GOD MADE MAN TO WORK

	 Guess  what  God our  Father  does?  He works  s ix  days 
and res t s  the  seventh.  “In the  beginning,  God created…” a 
__________
a Genes i s  1 :1
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That’s  where  the  Bible  s tar t s .  The word for  created i s 
“work.”  God works  and set s  up the  wor ld for  His  sons  to 
work.  As  an as ide ,  a the i s t ic  countr ies  have  t r ied everything 
other  than a  seven-day work week,  and guess  what?  It 
doesn’t  work because  God bui l t  a  natura l  rhythm into 
hi s tory. 
	 There  was  a  debate  in  America :  Do we take  the  Jewish 
Sabbath of  Saturday or  the  Chri s t ian Sabbath of  Sunday? 
We ended up get t ing both,  which means  the  average 
American actua l ly  works  le s s  than God te l l s  us  to.  God 
to ld us  to  work s ix  days  then take  our  day of f.  As  a  man, 
you’re  made by God to  work.
	 Genes i s  1 :28 says ,  “And God blessed them. And 
God sa id  to  them, ‘Be f rui t fu l  and mult ip ly.  Fi l l  the 
ear th,  subdue i t ,  and have  dominion. . . ’ ”  This  i s  the  job 
descr ipt ion God gives  us  to  work.  Dominion i s  the  area 
of  respons ibi l i ty  and author i ty  that  God has  g iven to 
you.  I f  you have  a  house ,  that’s  your  domain,  and you 
have  dominion there .  I f  you own a  company,  that’s  your 
domain and your  dominion.  Things  don’t  natura l ly  come 
together.  To have  a  fami ly  and f lour i shing soc iety,  men 
need to  exerc i se  dominion and subdue things .  At  home, 
you need to  mainta in your  home,  secure  i t  f rom evi ldoers , 
and oversee  the  people  and enter ta inment ,  a long with the i r 
sp i r i t s ,  by  exerc i s ing your  dominion.  At  work,  i f  someone 
i s  s tea l ing f rom the company or  not  doing the i r  job,  you 
f i re  them, which i s  exerc i s ing your  dominion.  The one 
thing we learn f rom Genes i s  3  i s  that  i f  a  man i s  pass ive , 
l ike  Adam, Satan wi l l  g ladly  take  that  man’s  dominion.  Do 
not  le t  that  happen. 
	 Genes i s  2 :15 then says ,  “The Lord God took the  man 
and put  him in the  garden of  Eden to  work…” You’re  not 
act ing l ike  a  man i f  you don’t  work.  God made men to 
work.  God didn’t  make men to  vote  for  other  men to  tax 
men who do work so  they don’t  have  to  work.  God made 
men to  work.  This  p lan i s  per fect  –  i t ’s  before  s in  enters 
the  wor ld and before  the  curse .  As  ear ly  as  poss ib le ,  you 
should teach your  k ids  how to work.  By g iv ing a  k id 
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chores ,  you’re  g iv ing them respons ibi l i ty,  teaching them 
the va lue  of  work,  and prepar ing them to work.
	 In addit ion,  work i s  now cursed.  In Genes i s  3 ,  a f ter 
s in  enters  the  wor ld,  God came to  Adam and sa id , 
“…cursed i s  the  ground because  of  you. . .” a The man i s  not 
cursed,  but  the  ground i s .  Verses  17-19 cont inue,  “…in 
pain you sha l l  eat  of  i t  a l l  the  days  of  your  l i fe ;  thorns  and 
thi s t le s  i t  sha l l  br ing for th…By the  sweat  of  your  face  you 
sha l l  eat…”

WORK IS HARD AND SOFT MEN DON’T LIKE TO 
WORK

	 God works ,  God made us  to  work and,  because  Adam 
s inned,  our  work i s  now cursed.  Just  as  we rebe l  aga inst 
God,  everything we’re  now supposed to  have  dominion 
over  i s  rebe l l ing aga inst  us .  Work i s  harder  than i t  was 
before  the  curse .  Everything you do i s  going to  constant ly 
be  in  a  s ta te  of  t r y ing to  undo what  you’re  t r y ing to  do. 
Everything i s  going to  take  longer  because  something wi l l 
go wrong.  Whatever  the  f inancia l  project ion was  for  your 
work,  i t  wi l l  cost  more  because  i t  i s  cursed.  As  men,  we 
need to  accept  that ,  every  day,  your  work i s  t reat ing you 
l ike  you t reat  your  God.  This  should humble  you and 
cause  you to  thank your  Father  for  constant ly  working on 
you as  you work aga inst  Him. 
	 People  who don’t  be l ieve  the  Bible  don’t  be l ieve  that 
they are  s inners ,  the  Fa l l  happened,  or  work i s  cursed. 
As  a  resul t ,  they naive ly  be l ieve  that  work and success 
should be  a  lot  eas ier  than they are .  This  expla ins  why 
weak and woke men in the  workforce  keep t r y ing to  f ind 
a  shor tcut  to  prosper i ty  and success  when there  i sn’t  one. 
This  a l so  expla ins  why younger  generat ions  of  men quit 
the  workforce  or  rant  onl ine  about  how evi l  the i r  boss  i s 
–  because  they are  sof t ,  and l i fe  i s  hard.  As  a  man,  accept 
thi s  fact :  There  i s  no easy  job and no easy  career  path.  Li fe 
__________
a Genes i s  3 :17
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i s  hard,  and you wi l l  need to  s top being sof t  i f  you want  to 
be  a  man of  God.
	 Jesus  was  not  sof t ;  He worked.  As  men,  we are  b les sed 
that  our  God became a  man as  our  example .  Growing up, 
Jesus  worked as  a  carpenter  with His  dad.  Jesus  was  a 
young man with ca l louses  on His  hands  who did not  vape 
or  vote  for  government  handouts .  John 5:17 says ,  “Jesus 
answered them, ‘My Father  i s  working unt i l  now,  and I  am 
working. ’”  God the  Father  and God the  Son work and,  as 
one of  God’s  sons ,  they expect  you to  do the  same.
	 One of  the  best  th ings  you can do i s  teach your  sons 
how to work and somet imes  take  them to work with you. 
My dad took me to  the  jobs i te  when he was  hanging 
drywal l  and,  when I  was  growing up,  I  got  to  see  my dad 
work.  My grandpa was  a  d iese l  mechanic .  I  got  to  see  him 
turn wrenches .  I  saw the  men in my fami ly  work.  My sons 
work,  and I  he lp  them get  launched,  but  I  wi l l  not  g ive 
them a  f inancia l  p iggyback r ide  for  the  res t  of  the i r  l ives . 

BE LIKE JESUS AND GET A JOB

	 Jesus  worked His  whole  l i fe .  When He was  a  l i t t le  boy, 
He had chores ,  and He worked.  He grew up in a  peasant , 
rura l  fami ly,  and He grew up working with His  dad,  who 
was  a  carpenter.  Jesus  spent  90% of  His  l i fe  working a  job 
and the  las t  three  years  preaching,  teaching,  and hea l ing. 
He was  just  going to  work with His  dad for,  roughly,  the 
prev ious  30 years .  He was  obedient  both as  a  carpenter 
and as  a  minis ter.  Our God,  who was  be ing worshiped by 
angel s  in  Heaven,  came down to ear th and got  a  job.  So,  i f 
you think,  “I  want  to  be  l ike  Jesus ,”  then get  a  job. 
	 More  and more  men are  working les s  and les s .  A 
Busine s s  In s ider  a r t ic le  repor ts ,  “In the  ear ly  1950s ,  as 
many as  96% of  pr ime working-age  American men,  who 
were  between the  ages  of  25 and 54,  were  working fu l l 
or  par t - t ime,  per  the  Bureau of  Labor  Stat i s t ic s .  As  of 
March,  about  86% of  working-age  men were  employed, 
and thi s  cohor t’s  employment  rate  has  lagged behind many 



deve loped countr ies  in  recent  years [ . ] . . .As  such,  many 
men are  s t ruggl ing to  suppor t  themselves  f inancia l ly.  And 
menta l -hea l th  exper t s  say  the  longer  people  are  out  of 
the  workforce ,  the  higher  the  chances  they’ l l  exper ience 
menta l -hea l th  chal lenges .” 33 
	 Things  have  gotten so  bad in  regard to  hea l thy men 
choos ing not  to  work that  they are  now referred to  as 
NILFs (Not  In Labor  Force) .  The s luggard epidemic , 
as  repor ted in  the  New York Pos t ,  “f i r s t  became ev ident 
among men in the  pr ime of  l i fe ,  between 25 and 54.  Today 

over  7  mi l l ion of  these  men 
of  ‘pr ime working age’  are 
ne i ther  working nor  looking 
for  work[ . ] . . .Yes :  Pr ime-
age  American men have  a 
Depress ion-sca le  work problem 

today.  But  unl ike  in  the  Depress ion,  the  postwar  col lapse 
of  work for  men has  l i t t le  to  do with unemployment  per 
se .  Rather,  i t  has  been dr iven by an exodus  f rom the labor 
force[ . ] . . . [For]  every  unemployed pr ime-age  American man 
looking for  a  job,  there  are  over  four  ne i ther  working nor 
looking for  work (NILFs:  ‘not  in  labor  force’ ) .” 34

	 For  guys  who s i t  a t  home a l l  day and spir i tua l ize  the i r 
sof tness  say ing,  “I  want  to  read my Bible  and s ing and 
pray  a l l  day  and pont i f icate  as  i f  l i fe  was  never-ending 
Bible  col lege  where  sof t  men s i t  in  comfy chair s  reading 
about  dead men who did things  whi le  not  doing anything,” 
that’s  the  pagan Greek l i fe ,  not  the  Protes tant  work ethic , 
and that’s  not  the  example  of  Jesus .  I f  you don’t  work, 
you’re  a  problem.  God hasn’t  created you to  s i t  around 
a l l  day and pont i f icate ,  theologize ,  and speculate ,  but  to 
get  some things  done.  Jesus  i s  your  example .  He knew the 
Bible ,  s tudied,  prayed,  and sang,  but  He went  to  work s ix 
days  a  week and wiped sweat  f rom His  brow.  For  you to  be 
a  man of  God,  you must  work and work for  Jesus . 
	 Coloss ians  3 :23-24 says ,  “Whatever  you do,  work 
hear t i ly,  a s  for  the  Lord and not  for  men,  knowing that 
f rom the Lord you wi l l  rece ive  the  inher i tance  as  your 
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If you’re a Christian 

man, you should 

work harder than 

other men because 

your work is your 

worship.
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reward.”  Whatever  your  job i s  –  p lumber,  e lectr ic ian, 
mechanic ,  accountant ,  lawyer,  engineer,  doctor,  p i lot , 
roofer,  teacher  –  “work hear t i ly.”  I f  you’re  a  Chri s t ian 
man,  you should work harder  than other  men because  your 
work i s  your  worship. 
	 When you go to  work,  above your  boss  i s  your  God. 
I f  you have  a  bad boss ,  your  work ethic  does  not  change 
because  you s t i l l  have  a  good God over  your  bad boss . 
You don’t  s tea l  f rom your  boss  because  you’re  u l t imate ly 
s tea l ing f rom the Lord.  You don’t  b i l l  people  for  hours 
you don’t  work because  you’re  u l t imate ly  working for  your 
Lord.  Since  every  Chri s t ian man ul t imate ly  works  for  Jesus 
as  Lord over  a l l  o f  h i s  l i fe ,  you should show up ear ly,  do 
your  best ,  be  honest ,  act  with integr i ty,  and be  l iv ing for 
the  f ina l  per formance rev iew at  the  end of  thi s  l i fe  hoping 
to  hear  f rom Jesus ,  “Wel l  done.”  In the  meant ime,  we t rust 
that  the  sovere ignty  of  God extends  over  our  work and 
that ,  i f  we are  committed to  work as  worship,  our  God wi l l 
he lp  us  pay our  bi l l s  and feed our  fami l ies . 

GO TO HEAVEN AND GO TO WORK

	 One thing Chri s t ians  te l l  people  i s  “g ive  your  l i fe  to 
Jesus ,  and you go to  Heaven when you die .”  That’s  t rue , 
but  between rece iv ing Jesus  and going to  Heaven,  you have 
to  go to  work.  God has  work for  you to  do.  Your  l i fe  i s 
meaningful ,  va luable ,  and purposeful .  You matter,  your  job 
matters ,  your  company matters ,  your  minis t r y  matters ,  and 
your  fami ly  matters .  There  are  some things  God could do 
without  you,  but  He wants  to  do them through you,  and 
He wants  to  do them with you.
	 I ’ l l  g ive  you an example .  When I  was  a  l i t t le  boy,  my 
dad was  a  union drywal ler,  hanging sheetrock to  feed his 
fami ly  unt i l  he  l i tera l ly  broke hi s  back a f ter  many years  of 
hard labor.  He marr ied my mom, and they had me when 
they were  very  young.  My dad would somet imes  s leep at 
the  jobs i te  in  hi s  t ruck,  or  he’d  s leep on the  sheetrock 
s tack and send the  money home to  our  fami ly  dur ing the 



l ean t imes .
	 I ’ l l  never  forget  that  my dad would work f ive  days 
a  week then would get  s ide  jobs  on weekends .  He would 
take  me to  work dur ing some of  the  s ide  jobs ,  and I  got 
to  see  my dad work.  I  came to  rea l ly  apprec iate  how hard 
my dad worked.  It  made me not  want  to  waste  money and 
to  be  grate ful .  It  made me want  to  he lp around the  house 
and do my par t .  Did my dad need me on the  jobs i te?  Do 
you think a  f ive-year-o ld k id i s  rea l ly  a  b ig  he lp on a 
construct ion s i te?  No.
	 Why did my dad take  me to  work?  So that  he  and I 
could bui ld  a  re la t ionship where  he  would le t  me see  him 
work,  and I  would grow up to  be  l ike  my dad.  God i s  a 
Father ;  He has  work for  you to  do,  and somet imes  that 
work i s  l i tera l ly  going to  work.  He could do a  lot  of  th ings 
without  you,  but  He wants  to  do them with you in the 
same way my father  wanted to  take  me to  work with him 
to bui ld  re la t ionship and teach me to  work.  Ult imate ly, 
working for  Jesus  makes  everything meaningful ,  va luable , 
and purposeful . 

THE VERSE THAT GETS ME CANCELED ON 
TIKTOK

	 We l ive  in  a  day where  we have  men tr y ing to  remain 
in  a  chi ldhood s tate  of  dependency on thei r  mother  and/
or  the  government ,  and i t ’s  ungodly.  Ult imate ly,  the  k ind 
of  government  we have  doesn’t  redis t r ibute  weal th;  i t 
redi s t r ibutes  pover ty,  and i t  d i s incent iv izes  people  f rom 
working.  There’s  an ent i t lement  menta l i ty  that  leads  to 
complete  devolut ion of  men and destruct ion of  soc iety. 
The Bible  te l l s  us  to  not  feed guys  who won’t  work. a 
Proverbs  ta lks  about  the  s luggard,  a  man who l i tera l ly  i s 
l ike  a  s lug – squishy,  s low,  and unproduct ive .  Proverbs 
16:26 (NIV) a l so  says ,  “The appet i te  of  laborers  works  for 
them; the i r  hunger  dr ives  them on.”
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	 I ’ l l  be  honest .  When I  see  guys  panhandl ing,  s i t t ing 
on the  s t reet  corner  asking for  money,  I  th ink,  “You’re 
s tanding in  f ront  of  27 bus inesses  that  are  a l l  h i r ing 
because  nobody goes  to  work.”  This  seems obvious ,  but 
maybe they can put  the  s ign down and go get  a  job. 
	 Here’s  a  punch in the  mouth verse .  1  Timothy 5:8 
says ,  “ i f  anyone does  not  provide  for  hi s  re la t ives ,  and 
espec ia l ly  for  members  of  h i s  household,  he  has  denied the 
fa i th  and i s  worse  than an unbel iever.”  A Chri s t ian man 
who doesn’t  work i s  worse  than a  non-Chris t ian.  This  i s 
about  as  s t rong of  a  word as  can be .  We l ive  in  a  wor ld 
where  men are  not  feeding the i r  wives  and chi ldren,  and 
you cannot  create  a  government  big  enough to  make up 

for  those  miserable  men. 
Simply  reading thi s  Scr ipture 
without  comment got  me 
kicked of f  TikTok and was 

v iewed hundreds  of  thousands  of  t imes ,  l ike ly  by young 
men who were  t r iggered by the  thought  of  working whi le 
us ing the  Wi-Fi  in  the i r  mom’s  basement  where  they l ive . 
	 Men who do not  marry,  fa ther,  and get  up every  day to 
feed the i r  fami ly  are  the  eventual  cause  of  a  complete 
col lapse  of  a  c iv i l i zat ion.  The Inst i tute  for  Family  Studies 
( IFS)  conf i rms that  “the  s tate  of  our  unions  in  the  United 
States  i s  not  s t rong.  The marr iage  rate  has  fa l len more 
than 60% s ince  1970.  Fer t i l i ty  rates  reached a  record low 
in 2020,  wel l  be low the  replacement  rate .  The fa l l ing 
for tunes  of  marr iage  and fami ly  l i fe  have  hi t  the  working 
c las s  e spec ia l ly  hard.  No group has  seen the  share  of  i t s 
k ids  l iv ing in  marr ied homes  fa l l  a s  much as  the  American 
working c las s .  In  the  las t  50 years ,  the  share  of  working-
c las s  chi ldren l iv ing in  marr ied-parent  fami l ies  fe l l  a 
s tagger ing 30 percentage  points ,  f rom about  85% in 1970 
to  approximate ly  55% in 2020.” 35

	 Our cul ture  i s  in  cr i s i s ,  and the  only  so lut ion i s  bet ter 
men.  God made men to  g lor i fy  Him by marry ing a  woman, 
having chi ldren,  and providing for  the  needs  of  h i s  fami ly 

A Christian man who 

doesn’t work is worse 

than a non-Christian.



in  every  way – spir i tua l ly,  emotional ly,  phys ica l ly,  and 
menta l ly.  This  respons ibi l i ty  i s  a  heavy load to  carr y,  but 
that’s  why God made men s t rong. 
	 When I  was  45,  I  res igned my job in  obedience  to 
God,  and our  fami ly  moved to  Ar izona in  fa i th .  I  fe l t  God 
was  ca l l ing us  into a  new season,  and I  d idn’t  know what 
was  going to  happen.  We had kids  in  e lementary  school , 
middle  school ,  h igh school ,  and col lege ,  and a  t ree  fe l l 
on our  house ,  which housed a l l  our  possess ions  and he ld 
our  money in  the  form of  equity,  r ight  a f ter  we moved. 
A g iant  t ree  l i tera l ly  sheared our  master  bedroom of f  the 
house ,  sp l i t t ing our  bed down the  middle  on a  Saturday 

morning.  I f  we had been home, 
my wife  and I  would be  dead.  It 
was  a  cr i s i s  s i tuat ion.  Recent ly, 
Grace  and I  were  going for  a  walk , 
and I  sa id ,  “Honey,  dur ing that 
t ime when I  had no job,  were  you 
s t res sed?”  She sa id ,  “No,  why?  It’s 

your  respons ibi l i ty.”  I ’m a  Bible  teacher,  I  taught  her  that , 
and i t  put  a  lot  of  pressure  on me.  She sa id ,  “It’s  your  job 
to  feed thi s  fami ly,  not  mine.  So,  I  don’t  worry  about  i t ; 
that’s  your  job.”  I  rea l ly  was  very  grate ful  and apprec iat ive , 
and I  thanked her.  I  a sked her,  “Did you ever  think,  ‘Hey, 
I  should go get  a  job? ’”  She sa id ,  “No,  I  have  f ive  k ids ; 
you need to  work and f igure  i t  out .  That’s  your  job;  I 
don’t  worry  about  i t .”  It ’s  not  a  s in  for  a  woman to  work 
or  generate  income,  but  i f  she  has  a  lazy  husband who 
i sn’t  wi l l ing to  work,  they have  a  ro le  reversa l  where  she 
t reats  h im l ike  one of  the  k ids  and takes  care  of  the  fami ly, 
l eav ing him at  home with a  chore  char t  and to  dr ink beer 
out  of  a  s ippy cup. 
	 I f  you’re  a  s ingle  guy,  s top looking for  a  ga l  with a 
good job and low discernment  who wi l l  l e t  you move into 
her  p lace  and eat  her  food.  Instead,  get  a  job before  you 
get  a  ga l .  I ’ l l  te l l  you what  good women f ind rea l ly  sexy : 
not  your  abs  or  your  subs  but  a  Bible  and a  job. 
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GOD CONTINUES HIS ORIGINAL PLAN

	 Some men,  l ike  me,  actua l ly  love  the i r  work.  For  us , 
the  thought  of  fu l ly  re t i r ing,  or  dying to  s i t  on a  c loud 
wear ing a  diaper  as  a  chubby angel ic  baby pl inking a  harp, 
sounds  l ike  Hel l  and not  l ike  Heaven.  The good news 
for  men who work i s  that  your  work wi l l  cont inue in  the 
Kingdom.
	 Reve lat ion 5:10 says ,  “you have  made them a  k ingdom 
and pr ies t s  to  our  God,  and they sha l l  re ign on the  ear th.” 
When God created us  in  Genes i s  1-2,  He gave  us  a  garden 
as  a  prototype.  He gave  us  an uncult ivated planet .  God 
to ld us  to  be  f rui t fu l  and mult ip ly,  have  lots  of  k ids ,  and 
exerc i se  our  God-given dominion to  subdue and create 
cul ture ,  make c i t ie s ,  s tar t  bus inesses ,  chase  dreams,  go on 
adventures ,  and get  things  done.  That’s  why He made us . 
Then,  s in  entered the  wor ld. 
	 God does  not  deviate  f rom His  or ig ina l  p lan because 
His  p lan was  per fect .  Just  as  Jesus  rose  f rom the dead, 
we’ l l  r i se  f rom the dead,  get  our  body back,  and go back to 
Genes i s  1-2,  back to  the  or ig ina l  p lan.  What  that  means  i s 
that  we’ l l  work for  e terni ty.  We’re  going to  explore ,  bui ld 
companies ,  bui ld  c i t ie s ,  and create  cul ture .  We’l l  probably 
t rave l  to  a l l  ends  of  creat ion.  We’l l  never  d ie ,  can accrue 
knowledge,  and wi l l  keep bui ld ing and bui ld ing.  The curse 
wi l l  not  be  aga inst  us .  There  wi l l  be  work,  but  everything 
won’t  be  in  a  constant  deter iorat ion or  breaking process . 
Satan and demons wi l l  be  no more ,  and we wi l l  work. 
We’l l  work creat ing,  making,  and mult ip ly ing forever. 
	 I  need you to  get  a  v i s ion of  Heaven that’s  not 
s topping your  work.  Heaven i s  where  work gets  rea l ly 
interes t ing.  The work we do today i s  to  prepare  us  for 
the  work that  cont inues  forever.  Today,  your  job i s  an 
internship for  your  eternal  career. 

FAKE REALITY AND DUMB DOMINION

	 Let’s  end thi s  chapter  with a  few f ina l  words  on work 



to  the  young guys  and thei r  dads .
	 Fi r s t ,  the  educat ional  sys tem i s  broken,  and we are 
prepar ing v ict ims and voters ,  not  workers  and worshipers . 
For  too many people ,  the  whole  goa l  of  get t ing an 
educat ion i s  to  f igure  out  who to  b lame that  l i fe  i s  hard 
then vote  for  someone to  make your  l i fe  eas ier  so  you don’t 
have  to  work so  hard.  As  men of  God,  we’re  not  here  to 
ra i se  up v ict ims and voters  but  workers  and worshipers . 
There’s  nothing wrong with work;  i t ’s  actua l ly  rea l ly  good 
for  a  man,  s tar t ing young. 
	 Second,  young men are  wast ing the i r  energy on fake 
rea l i ty  and dumb dominion.  Video games  and v i r tua l 
rea l i ty  are  dumb dominion.  Who cares  i f  you are  the  k ing 
of  a  fake  universe?  No one but  you. 
	 Third,  don’t  se t t le  for  a  joke  job.  Joke jobs  are  what 
guys  do to  pretend l ike  they’re  working.  There’s  a  whole 
generat ion of  guys  doing thi s .  It ’s  not  a  s in  to  work a  joke 

job i f  you’re  t r y ing to 
f ind your  career  path,  but 
i f  you are  thinking,  “I ’m 
just  going to  de l iver  food 
to  overweight  people  who 
need to  leave  the  house 

and go for  a  walk .  I ’m just  going to  work a  couple  of  hours 
a  day so  I  can screw around for  the  res t  of  the  day.  I ’m not 
going to  bui ld  a  career,  bui ld  a  por t fo l io ,  get  a  wi fe ,  have 
k ids ,  deve lop anything,  or  produce anything.  I ’m going 
to  work as  l i t t le  as  I  can so  I  have  t ime for  recreat ion, 
le i sure ,  and screwing around,”  then you are  a  joke  with a 
joke  job. 
	 Let  me te l l  you what  I  te l l  my sons .  I  wi l l  repeat  thi s 
over  and over.  I f  you just  get  your  head on s t ra ight ,  get 
out  of  bed in  the  morning,  go to  work,  and work hard, 
you’re  get t ing a  10-year  head s tar t  on the  fools’  parade 
that  i s  your  generat ion.  You don’t  even have  to  be  smar t 
or  sk i l l ed.  I f  you just  s tay  sober,  show up,  and tr y,  you’re 
10 years  ahead of  the  conga l ine  to  Hel l  that  i s  your  peers . 
Then,  i f  you’l l  be  humble  and ask your  boss ,  “What  do I 
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need to  do?  I  want  to  move up in  thi s  company,  take  on 
more  respons ibi l i ty,  l i f t  burdens  for  others ,  and make more 
money.  How do I  do that?”  then s tay  quiet  and obedient , 
you are  a  mirac le .  The lunacy in  our  day i s  an amazing 
oppor tunity  for  God’s  men to  lead,  generate  revenue, 
produce resul t s ,  and get  th ings  done.
	 Four th,  young men are  l ike  t rucks ,  and they dr ive 
s t ra ighter  with a  load.  I ’ve  sa id  thi s  for  decades .  I f  you’ve 
dr iven a  two-wheel  dr ive  r ig  in  the  snow or  ra in,  the  rear 
wheel s  are  a l l  over  the  road.  It’s  hard to  keep i t  s t ra ight . 
Young men are  l ike  t rucks ;  they have  a  lot  of  energy, 
but  unless  you load them up with respons ibi l i ty,  they’re 
going to  end up in the  di tch.  Young men need more 
respons ibi l i ty,  not  le s s .  Men dr ive  s t ra ighter  with a  load. 
	 A guy with a  fami ly  to  feed and a  hard job to  work 
does  not  have  t ime to  waste  t r y ing to  determine what  hi s 
gender  i s  f rom 1-2 PM on Tuesdays .  That  same guy does 
not  have  t ime to  s i t  around a l l  day worry ing about  hi s 

emotional  hea l th  because  hi s  k id 
needs  braces ,  and his  wi fe  needs 

	 a  d i shwasher.  He has  to  gr ind 
i t  out  a t  work,  which makes 
him happy because  he  fee l s  l ike 

a  man for  carr y ing the  weight  of  respons ibi l i ty  for  hi s 
fami ly.  Research concludes , 

	 A very  large  body of  research demonstrates  that 
	 when men are  engaged in  he lping rear  the i r  b io logica l 
	 chi ldren,  they are  more  l ike ly  to  behave  in  prosocia l 
	 ways .  They are  le s s  l ike ly  to  commit  cr imes ,  l e s s  l ike ly 
	 to  be  v io lent ,  l e s s  l ike ly  to  dr ink a lcohol  or  consume 
	 drugs .  Fatherhood seems to  channel  male  energy and 
	 aggress ion toward construct ive  and prosocia l  ends . 
	 Indeed,  across  cul tures ,  becoming a  fa ther  has  been 
	 observed to  lead men to  become les s  se l f i sh  and more 
	 soc ia l ly  respons ib le[ . ] . . .Becoming a  fa ther  can 
	 generate  a  power ful  motivat ion for  a  man to  provide 
	 for  hi s  chi ldren and behave  in  prosocia l  ways . 36 

Young men are like 

trucks, and they 

drive straighter 

with a load.



	 On the  day I  was  wri t ing thi s  chapter,  i t  smel led 
l ike  we had a  gas  leak at  our  home.  So,  the  gas  company 
was  ca l led to  come and inspect  for  sa fety  reasons .  A 
large  Hispanic  technic ian showed up in a  work t ruck and 
wear ing a  tool  be l t .  He did not  know I  was  a  pastor,  but 
when I  s tar ted asking about  hi s  fami ly,  he  began smi l ing 
and te l l ing me s tor ies .  He sa id  the  only  reason he gets 
up at  3 :30 every  morning to  go to  work was  because  hi s 
wi fe  and three  chi ldren were  depending on him as  the 
only  income earner  for  the i r  fami ly.  He sa id  that  every 
day,  h i s  h ighl ight  was  returning home af ter  work to  have 
hi s  wi fe  and daughter  run up to  hug and ki s s  h im and 
thank him for  working hard for  the i r  fami ly.  He takes  hi s 
boots  of f,  and his  l i t t le  g i r l  s i t s  on her  dad’s  lap whi le  the 
other  chi ldren gather  around to  v i s i t  with dad whi le  mom 
cooks  so  they can eat  d inner  together  around the  table  as 
a  fami ly.  Men l ike  thi s  are  heroes  and legends ,  and they 
should get  an ent i re  month dedicated to  honoring them 
instead of  our  current  s tupid Pr ide  month. 
	 You are  a  man,  not  a  baby.  I f  you’re  a  man of  God 
and you have  the  Holy  Spir i t  in  you,  you want  to  be  a 
man,  not  just  a  boy who can shave .  You want  people  to  be 
able  to  count  on you and not  be  constant ly  dependent  on 
other  people  to  rescue you.  You want  your  wi fe  and kids 
to  be  b les sed because  of  your  work.  There  i s  something 
deeply  sat i s fy ing at  the  soul  leve l  when you come home to 
your  wi fe  and kids  who are  l iv ing indoors  because  of  you, 
wear ing c lothes  because  of  you,  and s i t t ing down to eat 
d inner  together  because  of  you.  Those  are  your  k ids  and, 
i f  they have  you,  they should not  need the  government  to 
do your  job.  That  i s  your  wi fe  and,  i f  she  has  you,  she  can 
fee l  secure  that  her  man i s  a  good man and good at  be ing a 
man. 
	 Men who provide  for  the i r  fami l ies  in  thi s  way need 
to  encourage  and honor  one another.  I f  you’re  one of  these 
men,  I  want  to  honor,  apprec iate ,  and sa lute  you.  In the 
next  chapter,  we wi l l  l earn about  how to be  creat ive  l ike 
your  Creator.
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Quest ions  for  Personal  Ref lect ion or  Group Discuss ion
	 1 .  What  jobs  have  you previous ly  he ld?  Which were 
	     your  most  and leas t  favor i te? 
	 2 .  What  i s  the  current  work God has  g iven you?  How 
	     i s  i t  going? 
	 3 .  Who i s  depending on you to  get  your  work done? 
	 4 .  What  was  most  he lpful  in  thi s  chapter  to  you 
	     personal ly?  Why? 
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G od made men to  make things .  For  men,  the  creat ive 
process  i s  an adventure  that  awakens  our  cur ios i ty  and 

ingenuity.  This  began with our  f i r s t  fa ther,  Adam, who 
God put  in  a  f in i shed garden as  an example  of  what  he  was 
supposed to  do with the  res t  of  the  p lanet  –  create  and 
cul t ivate . 
	 You can see  in  l i t t le  boys  thi s  God-given ca l l ing to 
create .  They s tack blocks ,  bui ld  for t s ,  shove l  d i r t ,  and 
make ar t .  Al l  of  th i s  i s  prepar ing them to be  engineers , 
remodel  houses ,  l andscape the i r  yard,  and f igure  out  what 
furnishings  wi l l  bes t  complete  the  home they wi l l  one day 
bui ld  for  the i r  own fami ly. 
	 The oppos i te  of  a  creator  i s  a  consumer.  Since  God 
made men to  create ,  i f  we create  more  than we consume, 
we become hea l thy and he lpful  men.  Good men give  more 
than we take ,  and we spend our  l ives  increas ing instead 
of  decreas ing the  resources  around us .  However,  i f  a  man 
consumes  more  than he  creates ,  that  man becomes  se l f -
indulgent ,  se l f i sh ,  and unheal thy.  This  expla ins  why a 
generat ion of  men who eat  too much and work too l i t t le  i s 
among the  sof tes t  and saddest  generat ion in  hi s tory. 
	 The f i r s t  th ing we learn about  God i s  that  He’s 
Creator  and He’s  creat ive .  “In the  beginning,  God 
created…” a This  i s  the  f i r s t  l ine  in  the  Bible .  God created 
the  heavens  and the  ear th.  Heavens  means  everything up 
there .  Ear th means  everything down here .  God created 
everyone and everything,  and a l l  the  mater ia l s  that  we use 
to  create  were  created by God for  us  to  be  creat ive .  	
	 What  thi s  means  i s  that  God i s  a l so  beaut i fu l ;  one of 
His  most  over looked at t r ibutes  i s  beauty.  The sunsets  in 
Ar izona,  where  my fami ly  and I  l ive  and do minis t r y,  are 
beaut i fu l .  God gave  us  sunr i ses  and sunsets .  I  love  hiking 
up in  the  mounta ins  with t rees  a t  about  a  6 ,000-foot 
e levat ion.  God could’ve  put  in  large  industr ia l  f i l t ra t ion 
sys tems to  keep a i r  c lean and instead,  He made t rees . 
How many of  you have  looked at  your  wi fe  or  daughter 

__________
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or  granddaughter  and sa id ,  “She’s  rea l ly  beaut i fu l !”  God 
makes  things  beaut i fu l .  What  thi s  te l l s  us  i s  that  God i s 
not  only  a  Creator  and creat ive ,  but  He has  a  par t icular 
devot ion to  beauty.  He made us  in  His  image and l ikeness ; 
to  create  and to  be  creators  and creat ives  i s  to  pursue  that 
which i s  beaut i fu l . 
	 In  the  same way that  a  pa int ing te l l s  us  about 
the  painter  and a  song te l l s  us  about  the  songwri ter, 
creat ion te l l s  us  about  the  Creator.  He wants  us  to  l ive 
in  an environment  that  i s  beaut i fu l ,  funct ional ,  and 
enjoyable .  Human beings  were  made to  l ive  in  that  k ind of 
environment  created by God. 
	 In Genes i s  1 :26-28,  God sa id , 

	 “Let  us  make man in our  image,  a f ter  our  l ikeness . 
	 And le t  them have  dominion over  the  f i sh  of  the  sea 
	 and over  the  birds  of  the  heavens  and over  the 
	 l ives tock and over  a l l  the  ear th and over  every  creeping 
	 th ing that  creeps  on the  ear th.”  So God created man 
	 in  hi s  own image,  in  the  image of  God he created him; 
	 male  and female  he  created them. And God blessed 
	 them. And God sa id  to  them, “Be f rui t fu l  and mult ip ly 
	 and f i l l  the  ear th and subdue i t ,  and have  dominion 
	 over  the  f i sh  of  the  sea  and over  the  birds  of  the 
	 heavens  and over  every  l iv ing thing that  moves  on the 
	 ear th.”

	 God created the  wor ld,  and He created us .  He 
or ig ina l ly  put  mankind in a  f in i shed,  beaut i fu l  garden 
ca l led Eden.  He to ld the  f i r s t  son,  Adam, our  fa ther,  to 
have  k ids ,  expand,  and exerc i se  dominion over  a l l  o f  p lanet 
ear th.  He was  to  subdue i t ,  meaning us ing hi s  God-given 
author i ty,  s t rength,  ingenuity,  inte l lect ,  and capaci ty  to 
take  mater ia l s  God has  provided and ut i l i ze  them to create 
cul ture  and make beauty  so  there  are  environments  for 
human l i fe  and f lour i shing. 



BUILD, CREATE, FIX,  INNOVATE

	 That’s  our  job as  men.  As  men,  we l ike  to  bui ld , 
create ,  f ix ,  and innovate .  Theologians  ca l l  th i s  the 
“cul tura l  mandate .”  God says ,  “Okay,  son,  enjoy the 
garden.  See  what  a  f in i shed product  looks  l ike .  Now go 
harness  every  oppor tunity  on planet  ear th.”  From the 
cul tura l  mandate ,  God intends  for  us  to  explore  the  p lanet . 
He intends  for  us  to  take  a l l  the  resources  and ut i l i ze  them 
to bui ld  c i t ie s ,  companies ,  c iv i l i zat ions ,  schools ,  fami l ies , 
churches ,  and minis t r ies .  God wants  thi s  wor ld to  be  f i l l ed 
with creat iv i ty  by men who are  created by Him to create .
	 The resul t  i s  what  we ca l l  “cul ture .”  Culture  doesn’t 
ex i s t  in  a  vacuum. It’s  created by people ,  s tar t ing with 
the  men.  I f  i t ’s  created by good men,  i t  a l lows l i fe  and 
f lour i shing.  I f  i t ’s  created by bad men,  i t  br ings  death and 
destruct ion. 
	 To g ive  you an idea  of  what  we’re  ta lk ing about  when 
i t  comes  to  cul ture ,  Chri s t ian miss ionary  Less l ie  Newbigin 
says ,  “By the  word cul ture ,  we have  to  unders tand the  sum 
tota l  ways  of  l iv ing by a  group of  human beings  handed 
down from generat ion to  generat ion.  Centra l  to  cul ture  i s 
l anguage.” 37 He goes  on to  say : 

	 The language of  a  people  provides  the  means  by which 
	 they express  the i r  way of  perce iv ing things  and coping 
	 with them. Around that  center  one would have  to 
	 group thei r  v i sua l  and musica l  ar t s ,  the i r  technologies , 
	 the i r  law,  and thei r  soc ia l  and pol i t ica l  organizat ion. 
	 And one must  a l so  inc lude in  cul ture ,  and as 
	 fundamenta l  to  any cul ture ,  a  se t  of  be l ie f s , 
	 exper iences ,  and pract ices  that  seek to  grasp and 
	 express  the  u l t imate  nature  of  th ings ,  that  which 
	 g ives  shape and meaning to  l i fe ,  that  which c la ims 
	 f ina l  loya l ty.  I  am speaking,  obvious ly,  about  re l ig ion. 
	 Rel ig ion – inc luding the  Chri s t ian re l ig ion – i s  thus 
	 par t  of  cul ture .
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THE WHITE HOUSE VS.  OUR HOUSE

	 When we’re  ta lk ing about  cul ture ,  we’re  ta lk ing about 
the  environment  that  human beings  l ive  in .  As  f i sh  l ive  in 
water,  people  l ive  in  cul ture .  I f  the  water  i s  pol luted,  the 
f i sh  get  s ick .  I f  i t ’s  c lean,  they’re  hea l thy.  I f  the  cul ture 
gets  pol luted,  people  are  infected and af fected.  I f  i t ’s 
c lean,  they can have  l i fe  and f lour i shing and joy.
	 Right  now,  the  problem i s  our  cul ture  i s  f i l thy.  The 
cul ture  you’re  t r y ing to  ra i se  your  chi ldren in  i s  even 
worse .  Our cul ture  has  dec ided to  get  our  dr inking 
water  f rom a  sept ic  tank.  This  i s  the  spir i tua l  and mora l 
equiva lent  of  western cul ture .  People  are  s ick  because  they 
are  dr inking out  of  an unf lushed to i le t . 
	 As  men,  wherever  we have  dominion,  we’re  respons ib le 
for  that  cul ture .  I  can’t  dec ide  what  happens  at  the  White 
House ,  but  I  can dec ide  what  happens  at  my house .  As 

men,  rather  than being angry 
at  a l l  the  people  who are 
making cul ture  that  i s  death, 
dest ruct ion,  and devastat ion, 
we need to  use  our  energies  to 

di scern where  we have  dominion and how we can create 
a  l i fe -g iv ing,  godly  cul ture .  We need to  take  care  of  our 
wives ,  k ids ,  grandkids ,  and those  who do minis t r y  or  l i fe 
with us ,  so  they have  l i fe  and f lour i shing and are  b les sed. 
We can’t  control  what  happens  out  there ,  but  you and I 
have  a  lot  of  control  over  what  happens  at  our  house  and 
at  God’s  house .
	 When we’re  ta lk ing about  cul ture ,  we’re  ta lk ing about 
the  menta l ,  phys ica l ,  sp i r i tua l ,  and emotional  environment 
in  which people  l ive .  As  men,  you can’t  jus t  a l low people 
under  your  dominion to  choose  the  cul ture .  The worst 
th ing you can do i s  hand your  k id a  screen and hope they 
f igure  i t  out .  The las t  th ing you should ever  do i s  look 
at  your  wi fe  and te l l  her  that  she  gets  to  independent ly 
dec ide  what  k ind of  cul ture  you’l l  have  in  your  home. 
The two of  you,  husband and wife ,  need to  dec ide  what 

Our culture has 

decided to get our 

drinking water 

from a septic tank.



the  environment  and cul ture  of  your  home i s .  Is  i t  l i fe -
g iv ing?  Is  i t  encouraging?  Is  i t  hopeful ?  Is  i t  joyful ?  Is 
there  anxiety  or  peace  in  the  Spir i t ?  Do we exper ience 
the  f rui t  of  the  Spir i t  in  the  l ives  of  our  fami ly  members , 
or  are  there  things  in  the  cul ture  of  our  home that  need 
to  change?  Just  because  they are  re la ted to  us  does  not 
mean we have  to  to lerate  the i r  dys funct ion,  addict ion, 
ent i t lement ,  busybodying,  or  brokenness .  You are  a  man. 
Take dominion where  you have  author i ty.  Subdue what  i s 
coming aga inst  a  l i fe -g iv ing environment  for  the  people 
you are  respons ib le  for.  As  a  man,  God has  g iven thi s  ro le 
and respons ibi l i ty  to  you. 

TWO WAYS TO VIEW CULTURE

	 There  are  two bas ic  ways  to  v iew cul ture . 
	 Backward vs .  Forward .  The way most  people  v iew 
cul ture  i s  t radi t ional  (going back to  the  past )  versus 
progress ive  (going forward to  the  future) .  Cultura l 
t radi t ional i s t s  p ine  for  the  “good old days .”  The Bible 
d i scourages  thi s  in  Ecc les ias tes  7 :10 (NLT) say ing,  “Don’t 
long for  ‘the  good old days . ’  This  i s  not  wise .”  The o ld 
days  had some good and some bad things .  Al l  of  cul ture 
i s  a f fected and infected by s in .  From Genes i s  3  onward, 
there  was  never  an idyl l ic  season in which everything was 
good.  Some things  in  the  past  were  good (e .g . ,  respect  for 
God,  honor ing of  church,  male  and female  gender  ro les , 
d i scouraging of  premari ta l  sex ,  and honoring of  marr iage) . 
Some things  in  the  past  were  bad (e .g . ,  chauvinism, 
bigoted at t i tudes  toward other  races ,  l ega l i sm in some 
Chri s t ian churches ,  and cul tura l  Chri s t iani ty  where  people 
went  to  church for  years  before  they went  to  Hel l ) . 
	 Cultura l  progress ives  are  more  evolut ionary  in  the i r 
th inking ( i .e . ,  that  h i s tory  i s  improving,  and new ideas  are 
bet ter  than old ideas) .  Progress ives  th ink the  past  had a  lot 
of  oppress ion,  suppress ion,  and repress ion,  and we need 
to  di s regard outdated past  ideas ,  inc luding those  f rom 
the Scr iptures .  Examples  would inc lude the  redef ining 
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of  marr iage  to  no longer  so le ly  be  one man and one 
woman,  a  rampant  war  on binary  male/ female  genders ,  and 
widespread ce lebrat ion of  sexual  s in  and pervers ion.  The 
Bible  negat ive ly  ca l l s  th i s  th inking “the  wor ld.”
	 Romans 12:1-2,9 (NLT) says ,  “This  i s  t ru ly  the  way 
to  worship him.  Don’t  copy the  behavior  and customs of 
thi s  wor ld,  but  le t  God transform you into a  new person 
by changing the  way you think.  Then you wi l l  l earn to 
know God’s  wi l l  for  you,  which i s  good and pleas ing and 
per fect [ . ] . . .Hate  what  i s  wrong.  Hold t ight ly  to  what  i s 
good.”
	 Up vs .  Down .  For  Chri s t ians ,  the  bet ter  way to  v iew 
cul ture  i s  not  forward versus  backward but  instead up 
(Heaven)  versus  down (Hel l ) .  Jesus  says  in  Matthew 6:10, 
“Your  k ingdom come,  your  wi l l  be  done,  on ear th as  i t  i s 
in  heaven.”  Jesus’  most  famous prayer  i s  that  the  cul ture  of 
Heaven would come down and l ive  with us  on ear th. 
	 Chri s t ians  be l ieve  that  when a l l  i s  sa id  and done, 
e terni ty  wi l l  have  two cul tures :  Heaven and Hel l .  Today, 
we l ive  in  the  middle ,  and the  dec i s ions  we make every 
day e i ther  invi te  Heaven down or  pul l  Hel l  up into our 
l ives ,  fami l ies ,  churches ,  bus inesses ,  and communit ies . 
This  i s  e spec ia l ly  t rue  of  the  men who are  the  leaders  and 

heads .  Lying pul l s  Hel l  up;  t ruth-
te l l ing invi tes  Heaven down. 
Curs ing others  pul l s  Hel l  up; 
b les s ing others  invi tes  Heaven 
down.  Disobeying Scr ipture 
pul l s  Hel l  up;  obeying Scr ipture 
invi tes  Heaven down.  Although a 

Chri s t ian man i s  not  going to  Hel l ,  he  can painful ly  pul l 
Hel l  into hi s  l i fe  and fami ly  for  generat ions .  Our goal 
should not  just  be  to  go to  Heaven when we die  but  have 
Heaven come to  us  before  we die . 
	 As  Chri s t ians ,  we have  to  ask ,  “Am I  invi t ing Heaven 
down or  am I  pul l ing Hel l  up?”  The resul t  of  th inking and 
l iv ing Heaven down instead of  Hel l  up wi l l  be  a  cul ture 
that  you,  as  a  man with dominion,  es tabl i sh  and cul t ivate 

Our goal should 

not just be to go 

to Heaven when 

we die but have 

Heaven come to 

us before we die.



in  your  spheres  of  inf luence  –  e .g . ,  your  home,  your  work, 
your  church.

WHAT YOU TEACH AND WHAT YOU TOLERATE

	 Culture  cons i s t s  of  two things :  what  you teach and 
what  you to lerate .  As  a  man,  thi s  i s  where  you need to 
exerc i se  your  God-given dominion and author i ty.  There 
wi l l  a lways  be  people  in  your  l i fe  who tr y  to  br ing Hel l  up 
for  you,  your  fami ly,  company,  and church.  Your  job as  a 
man who has  dominion i s  to  protect  the  environment  and 
cul ture  where  you have  author i ty  g iven to  you by God.  The 
resul t ing conf l ic t  i s  sp i r i tua l  war fare ,  much l ike  the  holy 
angel s  who fought  and defeated the  demons in  Heaven, 
cas t ing them out  in  defense  of  the  cul ture  of  Heaven. a

	 For  example ,  i f  you do not  a l low people  in  your  house 
to  get  drunk,  make crude jokes ,  ye l l ,  curse ,  or  goss ip, 
except  on hol idays  when you to lerate  your  unheal thy 
re la t ives ,  you are  compromis ing the  cul ture  of  your  home 
and confus ing your  chi ldren.  Anyt ime you’re  going into a 
hol iday season,  you may be  get t ing a  nervous  eye  twitch 
thinking about  so  much t ime with re la t ives  because  you 
may see  a  l i t t le  Hel l  on the  hor izon.  When you’re  in 

someone e l se’s  Hel l  up cul ture 
(e .g . ,  a  re la t ive’s  home) ,  or 
someone i s  br inging the i r  Hel l 
up cul ture  into your  home,  i t 
causes  anxiety.  This  expla ins 

why hol idays  are  of ten so  s t res s fu l :  The cul ture  you and 
your  fami ly  wi l l  be  in  may not  be  Heaven down.  As  the 
t ime together  nears ,  anxiety  r i ses .  As  a  man,  you have  to 
dec ide  at  what  point  the  compromise  i s  too great ,  and 
e i ther  they wi l l  no longer  be  around you,  or  things  wi l l 
need to  change to  remain together  as  fami l ies . 
	 Men sadly  do one of  two things  when i t  comes  to 
ungodly  fami ly :  you suddenly  erupt  or  you s i lent ly  endure . 
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If  you erupt ,  you’ve  los t  your  author i ty  because ,  most 
l ike ly,  you’ve  become angry  and ungodly  in  your  response . 
I f  you s i lent ly  endure  i t ,  you’re  going to  be  miserable 
and witness  how painful  i t  i s  for  a l l  the  people  under 
your  author i ty  to  be  suf fer ing because  of  your  pass iv i ty. 
You’l l  wi tness  your  wi fe’s  eroding joy  and your  chi ldren’s 
d iminishing hea l th  and happiness .  Then,  God forbid,  once 
your  grandchi ldren are  born,  you’l l  s tar t  to  see  i t  a s  a 
generat ional  curse  now infect ing and af fect ing generat ions 
of  your  fami ly  who have  been t ra ined by your  example  to 
to lerate  dys funct ion.  As  a  man,  you cannot  s i l ent ly  suf fer 
and must  not  angr i ly  respond.  Wise ly,  f igure  out  what  i t 
looks  l ike  for  your  fami ly  to  l ive  Heaven down,  not  Hel l 
up.  Look at  what  you’re  to lerat ing that’s  contradict ing 
what  you’re  teaching.  Be f i rm in the  dec i s ions  and 
conversat ions  you need to  have ,  remaining loving under 
the  Spir i t ’s  control ,  but  use  your  God-given dominion and 
author i ty  to  love  and lead your  fami ly.  (As  an as ide ,  I  have 
an ent i re  sermon ser ies  and workbook at  Rea lFai th.com 
ca l led  Leave  and Cleave  to  he lp you in thi s  process . )

GOD CREATES,  SATAN COUNTERFEITS

	 God creates ,  Satan counter fe i t s .  God bui lds ,  Satan 
breaks .  Everything cul tura l  i s  profoundly  and deeply 
spir i tua l .  That’s  why you see  cer ta in cul tura l  l eaders  in 
the  Bible  l i tera l ly  used of  Satan – Pharaoh in the  Old 
Testament ,  Herod in the  New Testament ,  and Judas 
Iscar iot  in  the  betraya l  of  Jesus .  Things  in  cul ture  are  good 
or  ev i l ,  br inging l ight  or  darkness .  Near ly  a l l  o f  cul ture  i s 
e i ther  f i l l ed with the  Spir i t  of  Chri s t  or  ant ichr i s t . 
	 Take thi s  beyond your  personal  cul ture  and personal 
dominion.  Look at  your  work,  home,  or  minis t r y  and look 
a  l i t t le  more  broadly  at  the  wor ld in  which we l ive  and 
direct ion (down and to  the  le f t )  i t  i s  headed.  Culture  i s 
created upstream, and i t ’s  consumed downstream. Culture 
i s  made by cul tura l  e l i te s  in  everything f rom pol i t ic s 
and government  to  technology,  enter ta inment ,  bus iness , 



educat ion,  fashion,  and hea l th .  Just  as  some people  have 
more  f inancia l  capi ta l  than others ,  so ,  too,  do some people 
have  more  cul tura l  capi ta l  than others .  In  the  days  of  the 
Old and New Testaments ,  people  l ived in  wal led c i t ie s 
with gates .  The gatekeepers  determined who would come 
in and out  of  the  c i ty.  They were  l i tera l ly  determining the 
cul ture  in  which everyone e l se  l ived. 
	 Today,  there  are  spi r i tua l  and cul tura l  gatekeepers . 
For  example ,  the  author i t ie s  that  determine what  sex 
and gender  educat ion look l ike  in  schools  are  cul tura l 
gatekeepers  for  Heaven or  Hel l .  Whoever  determines  the 
a lgor i thm that  promotes  or  suppresses  var ious  content 
ava i lable  through an onl ine  p lat form i s  a  gatekeeper,  of ten 
dec iding to  push menta l  hea l th  i s sues  onto chi ldren and 
banning fathers  who speak out  aga inst  th i s  ev i l . 
	 Would you say  you’ve  looked at  the  current  cul ture 
of  the  Western wor ld and you’re  very  f rustrated and 
anxious  but  not  encouraged?  The quest ion i s ,  “How does 
cul ture  get  changed?”  Culture  has  wrongly  been thought 
to  change by get t ing the  major i ty  of  people  to  agree  on 
something.  We now f ind i t ’s  not  the  number  of  people  but 
the  p lacement  of  people  that  infects  and af fect s  cul ture 
for  good or  ev i l .  People  with more  f inancia l  or  cul tura l 
capi ta l  have  a  larger  impact .  Therefore ,  the  goal  as  a  man 
of  God i s  to  create  and defend the  cul ture  that  i s  under 
your  dominion (e .g . ,  your  home)  and a l so  seek to  become 
a  cul tura l  gatekeeper  where  you can as  a  leader  in  your 
community,  church,  or  bus iness . 

ARE YOU UPSTREAM OR DOWNSTREAM IN 
CULTURE?

	 Socio logi s t  James  Davidson Hunter  has  done some 
great  research on how cul ture  i s  made and changed.  He 
concluded that ,  somet imes ,  a  very  smal l  percentage  of  the 
populat ion can have  very  big  e f fect s  on cul ture .  I ’ l l  g ive 
you an example .
	 Homosexual s  and the  t ransgender  community  have 
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his tor ica l ly  been a  smal l  percentage  of  the  populat ion, 
but  they have  a  b ig  impact .  Today,  they get  an ent i re 
month.  There  are  more  le f t -handed people  than gay people 
hi s tor ica l ly,  and they don’t  get  a  whole  month or  even a 
day to  honor  them. In these  s i tuat ions ,  there  are  cer ta in 
groups  that  aren’t  large  in  number  but  have  a  large  cul tura l 
impact . 
	 For  those  of  us  who fee l  l ike  that  Hel l  up cul ture 
cont inual ly  gets  shoved down our  throats ,  forced into our 
k ids’  curr iculum, and sent  to  harass  us  onl ine ,  the  col lapse 
of  cul ture  fee l s  l ike  an ava lanche.  It  fee l s  l ike  an ava lanche 
because  i t  i s  an ava lanche. 
	 Severa l  years  ago,  I  was  in  East  India ,  and I ’ l l  never 
forget  i t .  There  was  a  manufactur ing plant  dumping sewage 
into a  r iver  that  f lowed downstream. As  we drove  a long 
the  r iver,  i t  was  perhaps  the  worst  th ing I ’ve  ever  smel led 
in  my l i fe ,  reminding me of  Satan’s  breath.  Downstream, 
I  saw women going to  the  r iver,  taking the  water  out ,  and 
t r y ing to  f i l ter  and boi l  i t  so  they could use  i t  for  the i r 
fami ly.  You ul t imate ly  couldn’t  do anything downstream 
to f ix  thi s  problem.  The problem was  upstream. Unti l 
you changed the  point  of  pol lut ion that  was  invading 
the  water  source ,  everyone was  going to  have  dir ty  water 
downstream because  a  few people  upstream decided that’s 
how the  water  would be .  So,  you had l i tera l ly  hundreds  or 
thousands  of  people  l iv ing downstream on the  r iver  and 
a  few bus iness  owners  a t  the  head of  the  r iver  dec iding 
what  the  water  qual i ty  would be .  Culture  i s  l ike  that .  It ’s 
consumed downstream but  created upstream. 
	 Univers i t ie s  are  upstream, and what  they are  teaching 
today wi l l  become the  cul ture  tomorrow.  Lawyers  be ing 
educated (or  bra inwashed)  in  law schools  today wi l l  se t 
the  laws  that  determine the  f reedoms future  generat ions 
wi l l  or  wi l l  not  have .  Since  most  people  l ive  in  c i t ie s , 
those  upstream areas  wi l l  cont inual ly  dec ide  who wins 
e lect ions  and what  taxes  are  passed,  as  ent i re  s ta tes  are 
ru led by geographica l ly  smal l  areas  with large  numbers  of 
people  who tend to  be  more  l ibera l ,  unmarr ied,  chi ld les s , 



and progress ive .  Onl ine ,  a  smal l  number  of  devoted 
hateful  protes tors  can get  a  leader  or  inf luencer  cance led 
a l together,  burying and leav ing them for  dead,  even 
though the  major i ty  of  the i r  fo l lowers  probably  don’t  fee l 
the  same. 
	 There  are  three  things  that  a  man of  God can do 
regarding cul ture . 
	 One,  you can seek to  get  into pos i t ions  of  cul tura l 
inf luence  as  a  gatekeeper.  This  looks  l ike  a  man or  hi s  wi fe 
running for  pol i t ica l  of f ice ,  ser v ing on a  school  board, 
or  he lping ra i se  awareness  for  God’s  people  to  oppose 
ungodly  bi l l s  and votes  that  come to  the i r  community. 
	 Two,  you can dec ide  that  your  fami ly  wi l l  not  dr ink 
f rom a  he l l i sh ,  pol luted s t ream. As  a  man,  God has  tasked 
you to  lov ingly  lead as  head of  your  household.  You have 
to  dec ide  what  cul ture  comes  to  your  fami ly  and into your 
sphere  of  dominion.  Government  schools  are  increas ingly 
ant i -Chri s t ,  and you do not  have  to  send your  chi ld  to 
one.  Research has  proven that  the  more  t ime a  chi ld 
spends  onl ine ,  the  more  menta l  hea l th  problems they have . 
As  a  parent ,  you do not  have  to  hand them a  phone or 
hand them over  to  a  school  run by people  who do not  have 
the  Holy  Spir i t .  The news i s  constant ly  dr iven by fear  and 
anger,  so  you do not  have  to  have  a  te lev i s ion a lways  on at 
a l l  t imes ,  se t t ing the  cul ture  of  your  home.  You and your 
wi fe  get  to  dec ide  who your  f r iends  are  and which fami l ies 
you invi te  into your  l i fe ,  and you have  every  r ight  to  make 
and mainta in f i rm boundar ies  with unheal thy and unholy 
people . 
	 Research revea l s  the  fo l lowing: 

	 After  a  decade of  surg ing adolescent  menta l  hea l th 
	 problems and suic ide ,  the  nat ion’s  l eading publ ic 
	 hea l th  author i t ie s  have  dec lared an emergency. 
	 Unfor tunate ly,  the  so lut ions  proposed by organizat ions 
	 l ike  the  CDC (Center  for  Disease  Control )  and the 
	 American Academy of  Pediatr ics  –  such as  increased 
	 funding for  d iagnost ic  and psychiatr ic  ser v ices  –  do 
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	 not  meet  the  chal lenge and ignore  what  are  l ike ly  to 
	 be  the  most  important  causes .  Adolescent  b io logy 
	 hasn’t  changed.  My col leagues  and I  a t  Gal lup 
	 launched a  s tudy thi s  summer to  unders tand the 
	 causes[ , ] . . .The f indings  are  c lear.  The most  important 
	 factor  in  the  menta l  hea l th  of  adolescent  chi ldren i s 
	 the  qual i ty  of  the  re la t ionship with the i r  caregivers . 
	 This ,  in  turn,  i s  s t rongly  re la ted to  parent ing pract ices 
	 –  with the  best  resul t s  coming f rom warm, respons ive , 
	 and rule-bound,  di sc ip l ined parent ing.  The data  a l so 
	 revea l  the  character i s t ic s  of  parents  who engage  in 
	 bes t -pract ices  and enjoy the  highest  qual i ty 
	 re la t ionships .  When i t  comes  to  the  qual i ty  of 
	 parent ing pract ices  and the  qual i ty  of  chi ld-parent 
	 re la t ionships ,  there  i s  no var ia t ion by soc ioeconomic 
	 s ta tus .  The resul t s  may be  shocking to  many highly 
	 educated Americans  who were  taught  to  be l ieve  that 
	 soc ioeconomic s tatus  dictates  everything good in l i fe . 
	 Income doesn’t  buy bet ter  parent ing,  and more  highly 
	 educated parents  do not  score  bet ter,  e i ther.  Parent ing 
	 s ty le  and re la t ionship qual i ty  a l so  do not  meaningful ly 
	 vary  by race  and ethnic i ty  within our  U.S.  sample . 38

	 Three ,  you can ra i se  your  k ids  to  be  wise  but  not 
naïve .  A naïve  chi ld  s tays  out  of  t rouble  unt i l  they leave 
the  dominion of  the i r  fa ther’s  home and enter  the  wor ld. 
Then,  they of ten get  into a  lot  of  t rouble  because  they are 
naïve ,  gul l ib le ,  and vulnerable .  As  a  dad,  to  ra i se  a  chi ld 
i s  to  ra i se  a  miss ionary  that  you wi l l  be  sending out  into 
a  los t ,  broken,  godless  wor ld even i f  they don’t  move far 
f rom home.  Over  and over,  whi le  ta lk ing to  hi s  k ids ,  the 
fa ther  in  Proverbs  points  out  people  who have  wrecked 
thei r  l ives  with things  l ike  a  lazy  work ethic ,  sexual 
promiscui ty,  and bad f inancia l  s tewardship.  His  chi ldren 
are  not  naïve ,  but  they are  wise .  They see  and know people 
who are  choos ing fo l ly  and ev i l ,  and thei r  fa ther  i s  he lping 
them see  the  destruct ion in  those  dec i s ions .  Growing 
up,  I  d id not  dr ink a lcohol  or  do drugs  because  I  saw 



widespread addict ion in  our  neighborhood,  and i t  scared 
me.  Even though I  d id not  yet  know God,  I  d id know 
about  cause  and ef fect .  When our  k ids  were  growing up, 
I  would s top when we were  watching a  te lev i s ion show or 
movie ,  h i t  pause ,  and have  a  long di scuss ion with them to 
he lp them discern what  message  was  be ing sent .  Without 
overshar ing,  we informed them about  people  they knew 
who were  divorc ing because  of  adul tery,  had gone apostate 
and shipwrecked thei r  fa i th ,  or  had gotten someone 
pregnant  out  of  wedlock.  We wanted them to see  rea l i ty, 
have  di scernment ,  and think about  the  consequences  of 
the i r  dec i s ions .  This  i s  the  only  way to  surv ive  in  our  Hel l 
up wor ld. 
	 Every  cul ture  has  f laws  and fa i lures  because  we’re 
s inners .  There  are  constant ly  going to  be  problems 
in  cul ture .  However,  arguably  the  worst  cul ture , 
s tereotypica l ly,  i s  youth cul ture .  Isa iah 3:12 (NIV) says , 
“Youths  oppress  my people ,  women rule  over  them. My 
people ,  your  guides  lead you as t ray ;  they turn you f rom 
the path.”  Isa iah speaks  prophet ica l ly  aga inst  a  guaranteed 
rec ipe  for  a  Hel l  up cul ture . 
	 Fi r s t ,  the  k ids  are  in  charge .  Today,  cul ture  i s 
dominated by youth cul ture .  The youngest  people  who 
know the  leas t  inf luence  the  most ,  f rom music  to  soc ia l 
media  p lat forms,  fashion t rends ,  and the  enter ta inment 
industr y.  This  expla ins  why we are  see ing grandmas 
showing of f  the i r  midr i f f s  and a  booming industr y  he lping 
o ld people  t r y  to  look young. 
	 Second,  the  men are  pass ive ,  and the  women are 
control l ing.  We ca l l  th i s  feminism,  and God ca l l s  th i s 
oppress ion.  The wor ld of  gender  confus ion,  unheal thy 
domineer ing godless  women,  and sexual  seduct ion used to 
cas t rate  and control  men i s  of f ic ia l ly  the  bedrock of  our 
cul ture  in  cr i s i s .
	 Third,  b l ind guides  in  the  pulpi t  l ead people  as t ray. 
Why?  Because  they are  fo l lowing cul ture ,  not  Chri s t . 
They are  t r y ing to  increase  the i r  fo l lowers  instead of  His 
worshipers .  They want  to  be  loved by the  wor ld,  which i s 
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how you hate  God.  This  expla ins  o ld  l ibera l  weirdo pastors 
in  mainl ine  Protes tant  churches  who tr y  to  be  cutt ing edge 
whi le  in  an o ld church f i l l ed with o ld people  who s ing o ld 
songs ,  and young l ibera l  weirdo pastors  who l ive  onl ine 
as  soc ia l  media  inf luencers  t r y ing to  make Chri s t iani ty 
cool .  People  don’t  need coolness ;  they need Chri s t .  I  don’t 
care  i f  my surgeon or  pi lot  i s  cool ;  I  jus t  want  them to be 
competent .  The same should be  t rue  of  the  preacher. 

TRADITIONAL VS.  CRITICAL THEORY

	 Al l  cul ture  i s  marred by s in ,  and youth cul ture  i s 
arguably  the  worst .  Some young ga l  who has  not  read a 
book with footnotes ,  th inks  underwear  i s  good outerwear, 
does  not  work a  job or  have  a  husband,  and ca l l s  her  cat 
her  “fur  baby” i s  the  worst  poss ib le  person to  lead others , 
no matter  how many people  f ind her  nai l s  cute .  I  wi l l  warn 
you,  for  the  next  few paragraphs ,  as  we t race  the  hi s tory 
of  the  to i le t  ca l led Western cul ture  that  we have  made, 
we wi l l  use  b ig  words ,  so  p lease  hang in  there  as  I  need 
to  take  a  moment  and ser ve  the  handful  of  nerds  who are 
reading thi s  book. 
	 Today,  there  are  two forces  a t  work regarding cul ture : 
a  cul ture  that  bui lds  up (construct ion)  and a  cul ture 
that  breaks  down (deconstruct ion) .  Tradi t ional  theory  i s 
about  how to bui ld  a  cul ture ,  fami ly,  church,  government , 
economy,  marr iage ,  or  legacy.  Converse ly,  cr i t ica l  theory 
i s  about  breaking,  tear ing down,  and deconstruct ion. 
How do we break government ,  marr iage ,  gender,  fami ly, 
wea l th,  and legacy because  they are  inherent ly  ev i l  and 
oppress ive?  When a l l  e l se  fa i l s ,  jus t  s tar t  ca l l ing everyone 
who disagrees  with you a  rac i s t ,  b igot ,  homophobe,  or 
some other  adult  vers ion of  bul ly  p layground s lander.  I f 
you want  to  learn more ,  I  wrote  a  book ca l led Chri s t ian 
Theo log y  vs .  Cri t i ca l  Theor y . 39

	 Today,  a  lot  of  people  are  t r y ing to  bui ld  things 
cul tura l ly,  and a  lot  of  others  are  t r y ing to  at tack and 
destroy what’s  be ing bui l t .  The resul t  i s  a  cul ture  war. 



The problem with cr i t ica l  theory  i s  that  i t  points  out 
everything that’s  wrong but  doesn’t  know how to make i t 
r ight .  It  cr i t ic izes  other  people’s  work but  doesn’t  get  any 
work done. 
	 Culture  making and breaking i s  dominated by the  far 
le f t ;  they’ve  gotten themselves  way upstream. This  s tar ted 
with something ca l led ex i s t ent ia l i sm .  A phi losophy that 
began mainly  in  France ,  the  p lan was  that ,  i f  they could 
control  the  s tor ies ,  p lays ,  music ,  and cul ture  making,  they 
could shape and inform a  whole  generat ion.  People  are 
not  swayed by fact s  as  much as  by emotional ly  compel l ing 
s tor ies .  This  has  been par t  of  the  progress ive  Lef t’s 
p laybook f rom the beginning.  Rather  than making logica l 
arguments  for  things ,  progress ives  weaponize  soc ia l  media 
to  take  one s tory,  skew i t  for  the i r  agenda,  and create 
outrage  and sympathy that  demands we re invent  cul ture  to 
dea l  with one person’s  exper ience .  Reason be  damned,  one 
good s tory  (even i f  untrue)  can get  the  fool ’s  parade ready 
to  march in  the  s t reet s .  The goal  i s  to  tear  down everyone 
and everything that  led to  the  one (poss ib ly  untrue)  sad 
s tory.  We ca l l  that  soc ia l  jus t ice ,  which only  mult ip l ies 
in just ice . 
	 For  example ,  one cr iminal  gets  roughed up by the 
cops ,  but  we don’t  see  the  whole  s tory  that  perhaps  the 
cr iminal  was  beat ing on the  cop before  he  got  shot .  People 
get  angry,  dec ide  we should have  as  few cops  as  poss ib le , 
and assume cops  cannot  do much of  anything r ight 
anymore.  Crime ( inc luding murder)  surges  in  the  name of 
jus t ice ,  and the  s tor ies  of  a  new vict im,  who died because 
we defunded the  pol ice ,  are  never  to ld  because  they do 
not  f i t  the  agenda narrat ive  of  the  Lef t .  Ent i re  c i t ie s  are 
now l i tera l ly  Hel l  up,  on f i re ,  and run by anarchis t s  and 
drug dea lers  who think that  the  best  b luepr int  for  a  c i ty 
i s  a  haunted house .  You cannot  improve cul ture  by tear ing 
something down unless  you replace  i t  with something 
bet ter.  This  i s  Jesus’  pr inc iple  of  the  seven demons.  I f  you 
cas t  a  demon out  of  someone but  don’t  replace  i t  with the 
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Holy Spir i t ,  you get  seven more  demons,  which i s  d i f ferent 
but  not  bet ter. a This  i s  our  wor ld – we deconstruct 
things  (e .g . ,  gender,  marr iage ,  fami ly,  educat ion,  law 
enforcement)  with no plan to  rebui ld  something bet ter, 
and the  demons take  over. 
	 For  a  man of  God,  whi le  everyone e l se  i s  tear ing down, 
thi s  i s  an amazing oppor tunity  for  you to  f igure  out  what 
God has  created you to  bui ld .  You can bui ld  yourse l f ,  your 
wi fe ,  k ids ,  grandkids ,  company,  church,  or  minis t r y.  As 
a  man,  God created you to  create  environments  in  which 
Heaven comes  down,  people  are  b les sed,  and there  i s  an 
ark for  others  to  c l imb into to  escape the  r i s ing f lood 
waters  of  judgment  a l l  a round us .  For  s tar ters ,  you need to 
be  f i l l ed with the  Spir i t  of  God your  Creator,  then you can 
s tar t  creat ing. 

SPIRIT-FILLED MEN BUILD AND CREATE

	 Since  the  creat ives  making cul ture  tend to  be 
unbel ievers ,  i t ’s  important  for  God’s  sons  to  be  l ike  a  man 
named Beza le l  (you can read about  him in Exodus  31-40) . 
Exodus  31:1-3 says ,  “The Lord sa id  to  Moses ,  ‘See  I  have 
ca l led by name Beza le l…and I  have  f i l l ed him with the 
Spir i t  of  God. . . ’ ”  He’s  the  f i r s t  man in the  Bible  that  i s 
ca l led “Spir i t - f i l l ed.”  God f i l l s  h im with the  Spir i t  to  be  a 
creator  and a  creat ive  to  s tar t  bui ld ing something. 
	 I f  you’re  a  young man,  you need the  Spir i t  of  God 
before  you go bui ld  something.  I f  you’re  a  young, 
aggress ive  man ready to  get  of f  the  couch and get  act ive , 
the  f i r s t  th ing you need to  do i s  be  f i l l ed with the  Spir i t 
of  God.  Repent  of  your  s in ,  rece ive  (or  re turn to)  Jesus 
Chri s t ,  and pray  to  God for  an anoint ing in  fa i th .  Only 
then are  you ready to  go bui ld  something – a  marr iage , 
fami ly,  bus iness ,  or  minis t r y. 
	 The s tory  of  Beza le l  and his  fe l low workers  cont inues 
in  Exodus  31:3-11,  “…with abi l i ty  and inte l l igence ,  with 

__________
a Matthew 12:43-45



knowledge and a l l  c ra f t smanship,  to  devi se  ar t i s t ic  des igns , 
to  work in  gold,  s i lver,  and bronze ,  in  cutt ing s tones  for 
se t t ing,  and in carv ing wood,  to  work in  every  cra f t .”  This 
i s  a  great  example  of  a  heterosexual  male  creat ive  f i l l ed 
with the  Spir i t .  The exact  dude our  wor ld desperate ly 
needs .  This  sect ion of  Scr ipture  cont inues , 

	 I  have  appointed with him Ohol iab[ . ]…I have  g iven 
	 to  a l l  ab le  men abi l i ty,  that  they may make a l l  that  I 
	 have  commanded you:  the  tent  of  meet ing,  and the 
	 ark  of  the  tes t imony,  and the  mercy seat  that  i s  on 
	 i t ,  and a l l  the  furnishings  of  the  tent ,  the  table  and i t s 
	 utens i l s ,  and the  pure  lampstand with i t s  utens i l s ,  and 
	 the  a l tar  of  incense ,  and the  a l tar  of  burnt  of fer ing 
	 with a l l  i t s  utens i l s ,  and the  bas in and i t s  s tand,  and 
	 the  f ine ly  worked garments ,  the  holy  garments  for 
	 Aaron the  pr ies t  and the  garments  of  h i s  sons ,  for 
	 the i r  ser v ice  as  pr ies t s ,  and the  anoint ing oi l  and the 
	 f ragrant  incense  for  the  Holy  Place .  According to  a l l 
	 that  I  have  commanded you,  they sha l l  do. 

	 Spir i t - f i l l ed men working together  to  bui ld  for  God i s 
what  the  wor ld a lways  needs .  It ’s  the  only  way for  anything 
to  be  Heaven down.  Everything e l se  i s  Hel l  up.  This  i s  why 
we go to  church or  a  men’s  group and gather  with other 
godly,  l ike-minded men.  You aren’t  jus t  there  to  encourage 
each other  but  a l so  for  the  Spir i t  to  f i l l  you and g ive  you 
a  v i s ion of  what  God has  for  you to  bui ld .  For  some,  God 
has  a  company for  you to  bui ld ;  for  others ,  i t ’s  a  marr iage , 
a  legacy,  a  fami ly,  a  minis t r y.  For  a l l  men,  you’re  going to 
need to  f ind your  brothers  for  your  bat t le s .  You want  to 
be  f i l l ed with the  Spir i t  of  God and,  with our  g i f t s  and 
abi l i t ie s ,  bui ld  some things  together. 
	 This  dark,  dreary,  damned wor ld needs  more  Spir i t -
f i l l ed men bui ld ing fami l ies ,  bus inesses ,  churches ,  and 
minis t r ies .  Exodus  31 i s  about  bui ld ing a  worship house 
for  God.  The guys  who are  involved – woodworkers , 
meta l smiths ,  archi tects ,  des igners ,  bui lders ,  ar t i s t s , 
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craf t smen – are  a l l  us ing the i r  d i f ferent  sk i l l s  and abi l i t ie s . 
We see  here  that  cul ture  making and creat ing does  not 
need to  be  dominated by the  progress ive  Lef t .  It  can a l so 
be  dominated by men of  God who are  f i l l ed with the  Spir i t 
of  God.  Ar t  i s  not  just  g luing jewels  on f loats  for  Pr ide 
parades ;  i t ’s  a l so  what  men of  God do when they bui ld 
a  home,  remodel  a  c las s ic  car,  tune a  carburetor,  custom 
bui ld  cabinetr y  in  the i r  woodshop,  or  wr i te  a  song about 
God as  Father  that  His  sons  can actua l ly  s ing without 
fee l ing l ike  Jesus  invi ted them to the  prom. God has 
a lways  had His  men doing creat ive ,  ar t i s t ic  th ings ,  and 
our  cul ture  tends  to  not  see  those  as  the  ar t s .  A guy who 
res tores  a  c las s ic  s tep-s ide  t ruck with a  teakwood bed,  does 
woodworking or  meta l smithing to  customize  hi s  hunt ing 
cabin,  or  turns  wrenches  on a  motorcyc le  i s  a  creat ive , 
heterosexual ,  male  ar t i s t .  You need to  see  yourse l f  a s  a 
creat ive  made by your  Creator  and s tar t  creat ing,  making, 
bui ld ing,  or  improving things  in  your  dominion.  Your 
home should a lways  be  mainta ined and improved,  a long 
with your  vehic le  and your  phys ica l  hea l th .  You are  God’s 
sons  creat ing cul tura l  spaces  for  His  people  to  l ive  Heaven 
down,  s tar t ing with your  fami ly  and church fami ly. 

IS THE CHURCH A MONASTERY OR A MISSION?

	 As  God’s  people ,  should we be  a  monastery  or  a 
miss ion in  our  col lect ive  l i fe  as  a  church fami ly?  I ’m not 
going to  s tand before  God and g ive  an account  for  Western 
cul ture  of  the  United States ,  but  I  wi l l  s tand before  God 
and g ive  an account  for  me,  my wife ,  my kids ,  and our 
church fami ly. 
	 There’s  a  tens ion his tor ica l ly :  Should the  Church be 
a  monastery  where  God’s  people  get  together,  are  sa fe  and 
protected,  can educate  the i r  k ids ,  fa l l  in  love ,  worship 
God,  and get  a  break f rom a l l  the  craz iness ?  Or should 
people  of  the  Church be  miss ionar ies ,  reaching out  to  los t 
people  who need Jesus  with God’s  people  act ive ly  involved 
in  the i r  communit ies ?  



	 In  John 17,  Jesus  prays  the  “High Pr ies t ly  Prayer” 
where  He says  in  verse  15 (NIV),  “My prayer  i s  not  that 

you take  them out  of 
the  wor ld but  that  you 
protect  them from the 
ev i l  one.”  He’s  praying 
that  the  Church would 
be  both a  monastery 
and a  miss ion.  A loca l 
church should funct ion 

	 a  b i t  l ike  a  monastery 
where  the  Bible  i s  taught ,  God i s  worshiped,  and God’s 
people  are  bui l t  up and blessed in  a  secured environment . 
The Church must  be  a  countercul tura l  subcul ture  where 
men are  mascul ine ,  women are  feminine,  Jesus  i s  Lord, 
the  whole  Bible  i s  t rue ,  chi ldren are  a  b les s ing,  and 
marr iage  i s  sacred.  In the  Church,  our  focus  should be  on 
God and then the  men.  I f  you get  the  men f i r s t ,  they wi l l 
c reate  a  new cul ture .  Churches  t r y ing to  fee l  welcoming 
to  confused men who think they are  women are  making 
the  Church fee l  l ike  the  wor ld,  and i f  i l l  men fee l  a t 
home,  hea l thy men fee l  i l l  be ing there .  Churches  must  be 
bui l t  for  the  hea l thies t  men,  not  the  unheal thies t  men. 
The pressure  should not  be  on hea l thy men to  to lerate 
unheal thy men but  for  unheal thy men to  repent  and get 
hea l thy or  leave .  God’s  people ,  s tar t ing with His  sons ,  fee l 
homeless  everywhere  they go,  so  the  Church must  be  that 
home for  the  Father’s  fami ly,  s tar t ing with His  sons . 
	 Because  we l ive  in  the  wor ld – shopping at  the  s tore , 
working at  a  job,  l iv ing in  a  ne ighborhood,  vot ing a long 
with other  const i tuents  –  God’s  people  a l so  need to  l ive 
and think as  miss ionar ies .  As  we bui ld  re la t ionships  with 
people  and see  the  brokenness  that  only  a  t ransforming 
re la t ionship with God and His  people  can hea l ,  we must 
not  lose  hear t  to  he lp others  learn about  the  b les s ings  in 
our  l ives  such as  forg iveness  of  s in  through fa i th  in  Jesus 
Chri s t ,  wisdom from the Word of  God,  di rect ion through 
prayer,  power  f rom the Spir i t ,  encouragement  through 
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worship,  and f r iendships  with God’s  people  in  the  Church. 
Our home and church home should be  countercul tura l 
and open to  non-bel ievers .  Like  people  who have  l ived in 
a  dark cave  the i r  ent i re  l ives ,  los t  people  wi l l  squint  for  a 
whi le  when they begin to  see  Jesus ,  the  Light  of  the  World. 

Whi le  the  peace  of  God’s 
presence  in  a  home and the 
s ight  of  s t rong,  bold,  sa fe , 
lov ing,  humble  men play ing 

with kids  a t  a  church may be  new exper iences  for  most 
people ,  that  Kingdom cul ture  environment  wi l l  awaken in 
many people  a  longing for  l i fe  under  the  rule  of  King Jesus 
l ived Heaven down. 
	 Since  most  men bui ld  the i r  re la t ionships  by working 
together  with other  guys ,  the  best  way for  you to  f ind 
brothers  for  l i fe’s  bat t le s  i s  to  f ind a  p lace  in  your  church 
to  s tar t  ser v ing.  As  you ser ve ,  you wi l l  meet  l ike-minded 
men who can encourage  you in your  walk  with God. 
Something very  good happens  in  Chri s t ian men act ivated 
to  ser ve . 

RECEIVE,  REJECT, OR REDEEM

	 The f i r s t  d i sc ip les  we have  as  men,  and f i r s t 
miss ionar ies  we t ra in with our  wi fe’s  he lp,  are  our 
chi ldren.  Many of  the  arguments  that  fa thers  and mothers 
have  surround cul ture  –  e .g . ,  what  the  k ids  should and 
should not  see  on a  screen and in what  hol iday t radi t ions 
should they par t ic ipate  and not  par t ic ipate .  For  example , 
my wife  rea l ly  hates  Hal loween and a lways  has .  I  don’t 
mind kids  dress ing up for  fun and,  as  a  genera l  ru le ,  I ’m 
pro-candy.  I  agree  with her  that  witches ,  ghosts ,  scar ing 
kids ,  and the  other  dark aspects  of  Hal loween are  demonic . 
	 As  a  man leading your  k ids  and grandkids ,  i t ’s  he lpful 
to  remember  the  three  categor ies  of  how to approach 
cul ture :
	 1 .  Rece ive  –  Some things  in  cul ture  are  good and 
	     acceptable  for  God’s  people .  For  example ,  do you 

Something very good 

happens in Christian 

men activated to serve.



	     ce lebrate  b i r thdays?  There  are  only  two guys  in 
	     the  Bible  –  Pharaoh and Herod – who ce lebrate 
	     the i r  b i r thday.  I f  you’re  new to Chri s t iani ty,  l e t 
	     me just  te l l  you these  are  rea l ly  bad guys .  So,  i s  i t  a 
	     s in  to  ce lebrate  b i r thdays?  No,  we can rece ive  i t . 
	     The Bible  doesn’t  say  i t ’s  a  s in  to  ce lebrate 
	     a  b i r thday,  and i t  doesn’t  say,  “Thou sha l t  ce lebrate 
	     b i r thdays”  in  the  hidden Old Testament  books 
	     o f  1s t  and 2nd Bir thdays .  It  doesn’t  say  anything 
	     about  bi r thdays ,  so  we can rece ive  them. If  you 
	     have  a  k id or  grandkid,  throw them a  good bir thday 
	     par ty.
	 2 .  Reject  –  Some things  in  cul ture  are  ev i l  and 
	     unacceptable  for  God’s  people .  For  example ,  God’s 
	     people  cannot  take  the i r  k ids  to  drag queen s tory 
	     hour  at  the  loca l  l ibrary,  a l low their  young chi ldren 
	     to  be  subject  to  the  increas ingly  debased 
	     government  school  curr iculum that  sexual izes 
	     chi ldren and encourages  gender  confus ion,  a l low 
	     the i r  preteen daughters  to  post  ha l f -naked v ideos 
	     on soc ia l  media ,  or  suppor t  the  holocaust  of 
	     abor t ion. 
	 3 .  Redeem – Some things  in  cul ture  are  neutra l  and 
	     can be  used for  good or  ev i l ;  therefore ,  God’s 
	     people  are  f ree  to  redeem these  things  i f  they 
	     choose  to.  For  example ,  Chri s tmas  was  or ig ina l ly  a 
	     pagan hol iday ca l led Saturnal ia ,  and many of  our 
	     customs – e .g . ,  greenery  and wreaths  in  the  home, 
	     feas t ing,  hol iday songs  –  come f rom i t .  Since  people 
	     a l ready had the  day of f  work and i t  was  a  hol iday, 
	     God’s  people  dec ided they would use  that  day 
	     to  ce lebrate  Jesus’  b i r thday.  No one knows when 
	     Jesus  was  born,  so  Chri s t ians  dec ided to  take  a 
	     pagan hol iday and redeem i t  for  Jesus .  However, 
	     there  was  a  group of  Chri s t ians ,  the  Pur i tans , 
	     that  d idn’t  redeem Chris tmas .  They actua l ly  worked 
	     on Chri s tmas  in  protes t  and re jected i t  a l together, 
	     which I  would di sagree  with,  espec ia l ly  now that 
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	     I ’m a  grandfather. 

	 These  k inds  of  cul tura l  i s sues  require  conversat ions  – 
f i r s t ,  with your  wi fe  i f  you’re  marr ied,  and second,  with 
your  k ids .  When i t  comes  to  ra i s ing your  k ids ,  they,  a t 
some point ,  need to  learn how to di scern what’s  going 
on in cul ture .  You have  to  he lp them think in  these 
categor ies .  Give  the  Holy  Spir i t  an oppor tunity  to  awaken 
them. For  dads ,  c las s  i s  a lways  in  ses s ion,  and you are  the 
pr imary teacher. 
	 With our  k ids ,  when they wanted to  watch a  show, 
I ’d  watch i t  with them, and we’d hi t  pause  a  lot  to  ta lk 
about  i t .  “Hey,  what  just  happened?  What  did you think 
of  that?”  I  d idn’t  want  them to be  just  consumers  of 
cul ture ;  I  wanted them to be  cr i t ic s  of  cul ture .  I  wanted 
them to think bibl ica l ly  and categor ica l ly,  and I  wanted to 
teach them to do that  before  they le f t  my house .  A lot  of 
Chri s t ian parents’  f i r s t  inst inct  i s ,  “Don’t  le t  them watch 
that .”  Here’s  what  I  would say :  Don’t  le t  them watch i t 

a lone,  but  s i t  down and teach 
them why i t ’s  not  the  best  way 
of  l i fe  and why that  i sn’t  our 
cul ture  or  the  cul ture  of  Heaven. 
Let  them be di scerning cr i t ic s 

and not  just  undiscerning consumers .  This  i s  the  s tory 
of  Danie l .  He was  ra i sed in  a  godly  environment  and 
then taken capt ive  to  l ive  in  Babylon.  He had the  Holy 
Spir i t  and some godly  f r iends  and cont inual ly  made good 
dec i s ions  about  what  to  rece ive ,  re ject ,  and redeem in 
Babylonian cul ture .  Your  k ids  and grandkids  are  growing 
up in Babylon,  and your  job as  a  fa ther  and grandfather  i s 
to  he lp them be a  Danie l . 
	 I  wi l l  conclude thi s  chapter  with an example .  When 
our  k ids  were  l i t t le ,  we were  watching a  movie  that 
por trayed the  k ids  as  very  smar t ,  the  parents  as  very  dumb, 
the  fa ther  as  the  dumbest  of  a l l ,  and the  fami ly  pet  as  the 
most  he lpful  fami ly  member  for  the  chi ld .  This  i s ,  sadly,  a 
common story l ine  in  a  lot  of  chi ldren’s  enter ta inment .  One 

For dads, class is 

always in session, 

and you are the 

primary teacher.



of  our  k ids  shouted,  “Hit  pause !”  so  I  d id.  They wanted to 
ta lk  about  the  s tory l ine ,  and so  we took a  few minutes  to 
do so  as  a  fami ly.  They pointed out  that  the  movie  made 
the  dad look l ike  an id iot  and encouraged kids  not  to 
t rust  the i r  dad.  I  asked the  other  k ids  what  they thought 
about  that  observat ion,  and they a l l  agreed.  I  then took 
turns  lay ing a  hand over  each of  the  k ids ,  thanking them 
for  be ing my bless ing,  and te l l ing them that  I  loved them 
and would a lways  do my best  to  be  most  he lpful  to  them. I 
then handed them l icor ice  and popcorn as  we snuggled on 
the  couch to  f in i sh the  movie .  We redeemed fami ly  movie 
night ,  and I  would encourage  you to  do the  same when 
i t  comes  to  leading your  fami ly  in  thi s  dark,  depraved 
cul ture  we l ive  in .  This  maximizat ion of  every  oppor tunity 
i s  ca l led s tewardship,  which we wi l l  examine next . 

Quest ions  for  Personal  Ref lect ion or  Group Discuss ion
	 1 .  What  i s  God asking you to  bui ld ,  create ,  f ix ,  or 
	     innovate?  (e .g . ,  a  fami ly,  company,  minis t r y,  e tc . )
	 2 .  What  most  concerns  you about  where  Western 
	     cu l ture  i s  t rending?  Why?
	 3 .  Are  there  any areas  of  your  l i fe  that  you need to 
	     eva luate  with the  rece ive/re ject/ redeem exerc i se? 
	 4 .  Do you have  a  good church home?  I f  yes ,  are  you 
	     g iv ing and ser v ing?  I f  not ,  what  should you be 
	     pray ing and looking for  in  a  church home? 
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W hen my wife  and I  were  f i r s t  marr ied,  we were 
very  broke.  We were  both s t i l l  in  col lege  fu l l - t ime, 

working jobs  to  scrape together  a  very  smal l  budget  and 
s imple  l i fe .  I  was  a  new Chris t ian,  and Grace  had grown 
up as  a  pastor’s  daughter.  She had seen God provide  over 
and over  throughout  her  l i fe ,  so  she  had far  more  fa i th 
than I  d id in  God taking care  of  our  f inances .  I f  I ’m 
honest ,  for  most  of  our  marr iage ,  our  f inances  gave  me 
anxiety  as  we graduated to  p lant  a  broke church for  col lege 
s tudents  and s tar ted having what  would eventual ly  be  f ive 
chi ldren whi le  l iv ing of f  of  one income in a  very  expens ive 
c i ty. 
	 My Father,  however,  was  grac ious  to  teach me about 
s tewardship.  In the  ear ly  years  of  our  marr iage ,  we avoided 
credi t  cards  and paid cash for  everything to  ensure  we did 
not  overspend.  I  wi l l  never  forget  the  day we were  s i t t ing 
in  church together,  the  bucket  came by to  col lect  the 
of fer ing,  and Grace  dropped a  $100 bi l l  in  the  bucket . 
	 I  was  shocked.  Our rent  was  $150 a  month,  so  that 
was  a  TON of  money for  us .  For  date  night ,  we would 
go to  a  99-cent  theater  s ince  i t  was  a l l  we could a f ford. 
I  chopped wood to  heat  our  smal l  basement  renta l  uni t 
because  we could not  a f ford to  turn on the  heater  in  the 
snowy winters . 
	 I  f igured we were  so  poor  that  i t  would have  been a 
bet ter  idea  for  us  to  put  our  hand in the  bucket  and take 
out  a  handful  of  money to  br ing home.  I  looked at  my 
wife ,  a sk ing her  what  she  was  doing as  the  bucket ,  and our 
$100 bi l l ,  moved far ther  and far ther  away.  She to ld me i t 
was  our  t i the ,  i t  be longed to  the  Lord,  and we were  not 
going to  have  any of  the  Lord’s  money in  our  pocket . 
	 Since  there  was  no use  arguing in  church,  I  wai ted 
unt i l  l a ter  that  day to  br ing up the  subject  aga in,  and she 
was  k indly  immovable  on thi s  i s sue .  I  was  cer ta in we were 
going to  be  homeless  and s tar ve  to  death thanks  to  my 
wife .  That  week,  a t  a  Bible  s tudy taught  by our  pastor, 
he  to ld  me that  the  Lord had spoken to  him and to ld him 
that  I  needed to  learn to  t rust  God with money,  and he 
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handed me a  $100 bi l l  because  the  Lord to ld him to.  I  was 
in  shock!  I  rushed home to  te l l  Grace  that  God obvious ly 
did not  want  us  to  t i the  and returned the  $100 mistake 
she  had g iven to  the  church.  She laughed and to ld me that 
God was  instead teaching us  to  t rust  Him with money 
and to  keep t i th ing.  I  thought  my love ly  wi fe  had los t  her 
mind.  Sure ly  we were  to  be l ieve  in  both Jesus  and math, 
and thi s  was  a  p lan for  bankruptcy. 
	 The next  month,  we were  s i t t ing in  church,  and my 
wife  d id i t  aga in !  She took out  a  $100 bi l l  that  I  d id not 
even know we had and dropped i t  in  the  bucket .  We had 
a  b i t  of  a  ter se  d i sagreement  la ter  in  the  day.  My wife 
remained immovable  in  her  crazy  p lan to  thrust  us  into 
dest i tute  pover ty.  That  same week,  I  awoke one morning to 
f ind that  some anonymous person had s l ipped a  $100 bi l l 
under  the  f ront  door  of  our  basement  apar tment  that  was 
around the  rear  of  a  home,  complete ly  hidden! 
	 At  that  moment ,  I  unders tood that  I  needed to 
not  only  g ive  my s in  to  God but  a l so  our  weal th.  That 
day,  we s tar ted making plans  to  l ive  within our  means , 
s tar t ing with t i th ing to  the  Lord f i r s t ,  what  the  Bible  ca l l s 
“f i r s t f rui t s .”  Since  then,  we have  had good t imes  and bad, 
but  God has  somehow a lways  susta ined us ,  and I  have 
grown to love  generos i ty  and he lping people  because  of  my 
wife .  Thankful ly,  that  va lue  has  a l so  been passed down to 
our  k ids . 
	 Proverbs  22:3 (NIV) says ,  “The prudent  see  danger 
and take  re fuge ,  but  the  s imple  keep going and pay the 
penal ty.”  We ca l l  that  our  modern wor ld.  That’s  where 
we f ind ourse lves  r ight  now.  Are  you ever  looking down 
the  road,  into the  future ,  looking at  our  economy,  and 
rea l i z ing i t ’s  not  looking great? 
	 There  i s  hope,  and that’s  where  God’s  men have  to 
learn to  be  good s tewards .  You have  to  look at  rea l i ty  and 
what’s  coming for  you and your  fami ly  f inancia l ly.  In  the 
four  years  leading up to  my wri t ing of  th i s  book,  young 
men l ike  my sons  who marry,  have  chi ldren,  and want  to 
buy a  home have  seen that  aspirat ion become increas ingly 



dif f icul t  as  “the  income needed to  a f ford a  typica l  home 
has  increased by a  s tagger ing 80% [from $59,000 to 
$106,400] . . .h ighl ight ing just  how much current  home 
pr ices  and mortgage  rates  are  s t ra ining buyers’  budgets .” 40

	 Some young men are  not  working fu l l - t ime.  Some 
young men are  not  launching and moving out  of  the i r 
mother’s  home to  take  on adult  respons ibi l i t ie s  and 
prepare  for  marr iage  and fami ly.  For  those  young men 
who are  working hard,  be ing respons ib le ,  and seeking 
to  become respons ib le  husbands  and fathers ,  economic 
var iables  make things  very  di f f icul t .  This  expla ins  why 
young adult s  are  reaching f inancia l  independence la ter 
than ever,  and godly  young men wi l l  need he lp f rom their 
fa thers  and grace  f rom God a long with a  good plan for 
generat ing weal th to  get  launched. 41 
	 What  we as  God’s  men need to  unders tand i s  that 
we can’t  control  interes t  ra tes  or  a l l  that’s  happening in 
the  g lobal  supply  chain,  but  we can control  our  f inances , 
fami ly,  wea l th,  and respons ibi l i ty  and tr y  to  s teward i t  a s 
bes t  as  we poss ib ly  can.  Every  man fee l s  the  squeeze  of 
t r y ing to  take  care  of  h i s  fami ly  and bus iness . 

THE OWNER VS.  THE MANAGER

	 What  i s  a  s teward?  This  i s  the  Chri s t ian’s  v iew of  l i fe , 
possess ions ,  and weal th.  It ’s  two things :  Number  one,  God 
i s  the  owner.  Number  two,  I  am the  manager. 
	 In  Haggai  2 :8 ,  God says ,  “The s i lver  i s  mine,  and 
the  gold i s  mine,  dec lares  the  Lord of  hosts ,”  meaning 
everything be longs  to  God.  He made the  heavens  and the 
ear th,  mankind,  everyone,  and everything.  Ult imate ly,  a s 
Creator,  God i s  a l so  the  owner.  That  makes  mankind the 
manager.
	 1  Peter  4 :10 says ,  “As  each has  rece ived a  g i f t ,  use 
i t  to  ser ve  one another,  a s  good s tewards  of  God’s  var ied 
grace…” Here ,  Peter  i s  say ing to  use  whatever  g i f t  –  that 
could be  f inancia l ,  sp i r i tua l ,  ta lent ,  abi l i ty,  inher i tance , 
e s tate ,  por t fo l io ,  resources  –  you have  rece ived to  ser ve 
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others  as  fa i thful  s tewards .  A s teward says ,  “Everything i s 
owned by God and managed by me.  Whatever  I  have  i s  a 
g i f t .”
	 I f  you rece ive  an inher i tance  or  have  a  job,  land,  or 
have  some capi ta l  a s set s  and s tocks ,  a l l  o f  i t  i s  f rom God. 
He’s  the  owner ;  you’re 
the  manager.  You need 
to  s tar t  with,  “What 
does  the  owner  want 
me to  do with His 
resources  and asset s ?”  I f  you’re  an investment  broker  or 
por t fo l io  manager,  someone e l se  i s  the  owner,  and you’re 
the  manager.  I f  you’re  the  manager  of  the  por t fo l io  for  the 
owner,  the  most  important  thing to  f igure  out  i s  what  does 
the  owner  want  done with the i r  as set s ?  I f  you don’t ,  you 
go to  ja i l  and f ind yourse l f  dea l ing with the  consequences 
of  making dec i s ions  aga inst  the  wi l l  o f  the  owner.  So,  you 
have  to  manage the  owner’s  as set s  and weal th according to 
the  owner’s  des i res .
	 As  Chri s t ians ,  we have  to  s tar t  with the  assumption 
that  everything be longs  to  God and i s  entrusted to  us .  We 
need to  ask  Him what  He wants  us  to  do with His  weal th. 
The goal  i s  to  invest  in  His  Kingdom. Most  men think 
they’re  the  owner  and  the  manager  and tr y  to  bui ld  the i r 
own kingdom rather  than God’s  Kingdom. This  i s  a  fa ta l 
f law for  men.  My hope,  prayer,  and goal  i s  for  you to  see 
God as  owner  and yourse l f  a s  manager.  We’re  asking the 
owner  how He wants  us  to  manage His  resources  to  bet ter 
invest  in  His  Kingdom, not  just  bui ld  our  l i t t le  k ingdom 
that’s  in  compet i t ion with His . 

YOUR HOME AND LIFE NEED AN ARCHITECT

	 Stewardship begins  by es tabl i shing pr ior i t ie s .  Imagine 
i f  a  country  had no founding governance documents  and 
no bas ic  f ramework f rom which to  make dec i s ions  and 
lega l  verdict s .  For  us  as  Chri s t ians ,  our  pr ior i t ie s  are  k ind 
of  l ike  a  const i tut ion;  i t ’s  our  bas ic  f ramework.  I f  God 

As a Christian, we have to 

start with THE assumption 

that everything belongs to 

God and is entrusted to us.



i s  the  owner  and we are  the  manager,  we should s teward 
our  t ime,  ta lent ,  t reasure ,  resources ,  and re la t ionships 
according to  our  God-given pr ior i t ie s .
	 This  may be  a  very  s imple  rev i s ion or  may be  brand 
new.  It  may come natura l ly  to  you,  or  you may have 
never  learned thi s .  It ’s  crazy  that  you can graduate  f rom 
high school  and learn nothing about  account ing,  t ime 
management ,  p lanning,  or  budget ing.  Kids  have  12-13 
years  a t  a  desk and learn nothing about  how to ba lance 
cash f low.  Among the  f i r s t  th ings  many col lege  f reshmen 
rece ive  are  a  credi t  card and a  school  loan,  but  there’s  no 
c las s  on compounded debt  and interes t .  You can grow up 
in a  fami ly  where  your  parents  make and spend money, 
but  i f  they never  rea l ly  ta lk  about  i t ,  you don’t  rea l ly  learn 
about  i t .
	 Stewardship s tar t s  with our  God-given pr ior i t ie s . 
Hopeful ly,  i t  he lps  you recognize  and pr ior i t i ze  yours  i f  I 
share  mine.  This  i s  something that  came out  of  my l iv ing 
room. We were  in  one of  the  most  d i f f icul t ,  arduous ,  and 
content ious  seasons  of  our  ent i re  l ives ,  and we ca l led a 
fami ly  meet ing to  reset  everything.  A wise  f r iend f lew in 
and jo ined us  for  fami ly  dinner  and a  fami ly  meet ing a f ter. 
His  quest ion was ,  “What  do you want?”  I  got  a  b ig  piece 
of  paper  and wrote  these  f ive  pr ior i t ie s  on i t  in  my l iv ing 
room:
	 1.  Heal thy Chri s t ian – If  I ’m connected to  the  Lord, 
	     I ’ l l  get  a l l  the  resources  I  need to  be  connected to 
	     other  people .  I f  I  know God’s  forg iveness ,  I  can 
	     forg ive  others .  I f  I  know God’s  love ,  I  can love 
	     others .  I f  I ’m f i l l ed with the  Holy  Spir i t ,  the 
	     presence  of  God can f low through me to  b les s 
	     others .
	 2 .  Heal thy Spouse  –  I ’ l l  l e t  you in  on a  l i t t le  secret : 
	     I  rea l ly  l ike  my wife .  I ’ve  been marr ied to  her  for 
	     30-plus  years  and she’s  my favor i te  person.  I  tota l ly 
	     adore  her,  and I  want  to  have  a  good marr iage .  I 
	     want  to  spend t ime with her  and hear  her  laugh. 
	 3 .  Heal thy Parent/Grandparent  –  I  have  f ive  k ids . 
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	     Some have  s tar ted having the i r  own kids ,  so  I  want 
	     to  have  a  hea l thy,  lov ing re la t ionship with a l l  my 
	     k ids  and grandkids .
	 4 .  Heal thy Worker  –  I  want  to  do good work to  the 
	     g lory  of  God.
	 5 .  Heal thy Church Member  –  I  want  to  be  connected 
	     to  God’s  people .  

	 The reason I  put  “hea l thy”  f i r s t  i s  because  you can be 
a  Chri s t ian,  husband,  fa ther,  worker,  and church member 
and s t i l l  be  unheal thy.  You can be  angry,  b i t ter,  jaded, 
broken,  burned out ,  and f rustrated,  or  you can actua l ly 
enjoy your  re la t ionship with the  Lord,  your  wi fe ,  your 
k ids ,  and grandkids  and enjoy your  work and church.
	 When I  made thi s  l i s t ,  I  wasn’t  hea l thy.  I  was 
overworked and burned out .  I  had not  s tewarded my 
t ime and energy wel l .  I  had twice  b lown out  my adrenal 
g lands  and twice  had intes t ina l  u lcers .  I  had just  spent 
a l l  the  energy in  my body unt i l  there  was  nothing le f t . 
For  a  season,  I  was  that  guy who drank a  lot  of  cof fee  and 
energy dr inks  then would have  a  la te  a f ternoon crash.  I ’d 
eat  carbs  and have  a  sugar  rush then couldn’t  go to  s leep 
at  night .  I ’d  wake up af ter  I  went  to  s leep,  and my mind 
would be  rac ing.  I  jus t  wasn’t  hea l thy,  but  I  wanted to 
be .  So,  our  fami ly  made a  p ledge to  each other  and a  vow 
to the  Lord and dec ided we would archi tect  our  ent i re 
l ives  so  we could s teward our  t ime,  ta lent ,  and t reasure 
to  fo l low our  pr ior i t ie s .  It  caused us  to  move to  Ar izona 
and resul ted in  p lant ing a  church and s tar t ing RealFai th 
Minis t r ies  –  and we are  a l l  ser v ing Jesus  together.  A lot 
of  change happened,  and i t ’s  l ed to  the  best  season of  our 
ent i re  l ives . 
	 I  rea l i zed that  we l ived in  a  home that  had an 
archi tect ,  bui lder,  and bui ld ing inspector,  and I  would’ve 
never  moved my fami ly  into a  home that  d idn’t  have  those 
three  things .  But  I  had moved my fami ly  into a  l i fe  that 
wasn’t  wel l -archi tected or  wel l -bui l t ,  and i t  was  t ime to 
inspect  i t .  I  wouldn’t  l e t  my fami ly  l ive  in  a  home that 



was unsafe ,  so  why was  I  a l lowing us  to  l ive  in  a  l i fe  that 
was  unplanned?  Since  then,  I ’ve  seen that  i f  you want  to 
do the  r ight  thing,  God i s  eager  to  he lp,  and He has  been 
exceedingly  grac ious  and generous  to  my fami ly  and me. 
	 Almost  10 years  ago was  the  worst ,  most  anxious 
season of  our  l ives ,  and now we’re  in  the  happies t ,  most 
joyful  season of  our  l ives .  I ’m happier  than I ’ve  ever  been. 
I  love  my wife  and have  a  re la t ionship I  enjoy with a l l  f ive 
of  our  k ids  and our  ever-growing number  of  grandkids . 
I  love  my job;  I  love  our  church and the  people  in  our 
church.  In that  awful  season,  I  was  in  a  p lace  where  I 
couldn’t  cont inue,  or  I  wasn’t  going to  make i t .  I  was 
going to  run out  of  energy,  joy,  t ime,  and money.  Now, I ’m 
happier  and more  grate ful  than I ’ve  ever  been.

HOW DO YOU DEFINE FAMILY?

	 There  are  a  couple  of  d i f ferent  p laces  where  men 
tend to  mess  up the i r  pr ior i t ie s  by  combining things  that 
should be  kept  separate . 
	 1 .  We take  our  wi fe  and kids  and ca l l  i t  “fami ly.”  Your 
	     wi fe  and kids  should be  two separate  categor ies ,  not 
	     one.  You had a  wi fe ,  i f  you did i t  r ight ,  before  you 
	     had kids .  Once your  k ids  leave ,  you should s t i l l 
	     have  a  wi fe .  I f  you put  i t  a l l  together  as  “fami ly,” 
	     you work a  lot  and need “fami ly”  t ime,  but  you’re 
	     not  invest ing in  your  marr iage .  Once the  k ids  grow 
	     up,  get  dr iver’s  l i censes ,  and aren’t  home a l l  the 
	     t ime,  your  marr iage  breaks  i f  the  k ids  were  the  g lue 
	     holding i t  together.  Your  marr iage  i s  your  f i r s t 
	     pr ior i ty  a f ter  God and then your  k ids . 
	 2 .  We wrongly  think our  re la t ionship with God and 
	     our  ser v ice  a t  church are  the  same thing.  Your 
	     re la t ionship with God i s  most  important ,  then your 
	     minis t r y  ser v ice  begins  with your  wi fe  and kids .  I f 
	     your  minis t r y  or  your  involvement  at  church i s 
	     over taking your  care  of  your  wi fe  and kids ,  you 
	     have  inver ted pr ior i t ie s  because  church and God are 
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	     two di f ferent  things .  You love  and have  a 
	     re la t ionship with God,  and you a l so  ser ve  at 
	     church.  The best  way to  do that  i s  s tar t ing with 
	     ser v ing your  wi fe  and kids  then a l so  ser v ing your 
	     church fami ly  as  a  fami ly.  Minis t r y  s tar t s  a t  your 
	     house ,  then God’s  house . 

	 What  are  your  pr ior i t ie s  l ike?  When your  feet  h i t  the 
ground,  i s  your  f i r s t  pr ior i ty  prayer  and meet ing with the 
Lord,  turning on your  phone,  or  going to  work?  When 
you get  home,  do your  wi fe  or  k ids  get  your  f i r s t  and best 
energy?  Do you have  anything le f t  for  God and church? 
Church should funct ion l ike  extended spir i tua l  fami ly 
where  you and your  wi fe  and kids  ser ve  God together  and 
make re la t ionships  with God’s  people . 
	 Archi tect  your  l i fe  according to  your  pr ior i t ie s . 
Everyone and everything in  l i fe  i s  important  but  not 
equal ly  important .  Your  pr ior i t ie s  need to  determine where 

you place  your  energy,  t ime, 
and money.  I f  you make more 
money,  what  wi l l  i t  do to  your 
re la t ionship with God,  your 
wi fe ,  and your  k ids?  I f  you 
make money more  important 
than those  things ,  you’re 

making i t  your  highest  pr ior i ty.  You need to  make money 
but ,  as  Jesus  says ,  you can’t  ser ve  God and money. a

MISORDERED PRIORITIES TRIGGER JEALOUSY

	 Our va lues  are  what  we care  about ,  but  our  pr ior i t ie s 
are  what  we do.  You may have  a  va lue  for  something,  but 
your  schedule  and budget  revea l  your  pr ior i t ie s .  When our 
pr ior i t ie s  are  out  of  order,  i t  t r iggers  jea lousy.  When your 
wi fe  has  a  baby,  have  you ever  been a  l i t t le  jea lous  of  the 
k id because  they’re  get t ing a l l  your  wi fe’s  t ime?  I  love  my 

__________
a Matthew 6:24
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kids  and,  for  a  season when they were  l i t t le  and had a l l  the 
needs ,  they cut  in  l ine  in  my wife’s  pr ior i ty  l i s t .  At  some 
point ,  j ea lousy  happens  when someone’s  in  my place .
	 The Bible  says  God i s  a  jea lous  God;  in  fact ,  one 
of  His  d iv ine  names  i s  “Jea lous .” a God i s  say ing,  “I ’m 
supposed to  be  here ,  and you have  me here .  You’ve 
di sp laced me or  you’ve  replaced me,  and that  causes 
jea lousy.”  You know your  pr ior i t ie s  are  out  of  order  when 
you s tar t  hear ing f rom God,  your  wi fe ,  or  your  k ids , 
“I  miss  you.  I  don’t  fee l  l ike  I ’m a  pr ior i ty.  You’re  not 
present .  I  don’t  fee l  l ike  I  matter.”  When you s tar t  hear ing 
those  things ,  somehow jea lousy  has  gotten t r iggered.  Don’t 
get  defens ive ;  jus t  l i s ten and cons ider  i f  your  pr ior i t ie s  are 
out  of  order. 
	 I  love  Grace  and our  f ive  k ids  with a l l  my hear t ,  but 
there  were  t imes  in  our  marr iage  when I  to ld  her,  “Honey, 
I  love  the  k ids .  You’re  a  great  mom, but  I ’m s t i l l  your 
husband.  We need to  have  a  re la t ionship,  and we can’t  wai t 
18 years  and then hope to  pick up there .  We need to  be 
bui ld ing that  re la t ionship now.” 
	 Somet imes  our  pr ior i t ie s  get  out  of  order,  and i f  you 
don’t  es tabl i sh  your  pr ior i t ie s ,  the  leas t  hea l thy people  in 
your  l i fe  wi l l .  Have you not iced thi s ?  I f  you don’t  control 
your  budget ,  some rea l ly  unheal thy f r iends  and fami ly  wi l l 
he lp  you get  r id  of  your  money.  I f  you don’t  archi tect  your 
hol idays ,  the  craz ies t  people  with your  las t  name wi l l  put 
them together  for  you.  I f  you don’t  dec ide  what  to  do with 
your  schedule ,  some rea l ly  unheal thy people  wi l l  c rash into 
your  l i fe  and determine what  your  week looks  l ike .  I f  you 
don’t  des ign,  archi tect ,  and sequence your  l i fe ,  someone 
e l se  wi l l ,  and i t ’s  usua l ly  the  leas t  hea l thy person that 
s tar t s  to  make the  dec i s ions .
	 Many men then get  f rustrated,  and i t  t r iggers  in  them 
anger,  j ea lousy,  and f rustrat ion.  They think,  “I ’m working 
so  hard,  but  my wife  i sn’t  there  for  me,”  or  “My kids  aren’t 
responding to  me,”  or  “No one thanks  me.”  Once you s tar t 
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fee l ing f rustrated or  angry,  i t ’s  a  warning that  the  law of 
jea lousy  has  been t r iggered.  Don’t  respond out  of  anger ; 
use  i t  a s  an oppor tunity  to  ask ,  “Are  we l iv ing according 

to  our  God-given pr ior i t ie s ?”  as 
wel l  a s  “Do we agree  on what  our 
pr ior i t ie s  are?”  You should love 
your  mother- in- law,  but  she  doesn’t 
get  to  be  f i r s t  in  l ine  because  she’s 

the  loudest .  Just  because  someone at  work i s  caus ing cr i s i s 
and drama doesn’t  mean they get  to  be  ca l l ing,  text ing,  and 
emai l ing at  d inner  t ime and on your  day of f.  Ult imate ly, 
you have  to  be  in  charge  of  your  own l i fe .

PRAY, PLAN, PIVOT

	 As  a  man and as  a  s teward,  you have  to  pray,  p lan,  and 
pivot .  A couple  of  years  ago,  I  taught  through the  book 
of  Nehemiah.  Nehemiah i s  a  c las s ic  case  of  a  wor ld-c las s 
l eader.  Does  he  pray?  He keeps  praying,  inc luding nine 
t imes  throughout  the  book.  Does  he  p lan?  He’s  got  lega l 
p lans ,  f inancia l  p lans ,  secur i ty  p lans ,  bui ld ing plans ,  HR 
plans ,  church plans ,  and plans  for  p lans .  He prays  a  lot 
and plans  a  lot .  But  does  he  ever  p ivot?  Yes . 
	 There  are  two kinds  of  leaders :  process  leaders  and 
pivot  leaders .  For  process  leaders ,  once  the  p lan i s  made, 
they don’t  deviate  because  change i s  hard.  Pivot  leaders 
know that ,  occas ional ly,  even i f  you pray  and plan,  th ings 
wi l l  happen,  and you’l l  have  to  pivot . 
	 Nehemiah was  bui ld ing a  wal l ,  and enemies  show up 
threatening murder.  Now, he  had to  pivot  and get  secur i ty. 
Next ,  they wrongly  accuse  him of  committ ing t reason,  so 
he  had to  pivot  and f i re  up a  publ ic  re la t ions  depar tment 
to  re fute  the  l ie . 
	 As  a  man,  one most  important  thing i s  to  take  t ime to 
hear  f rom God.  You can’t  te l l  others  what  they’re  supposed 
to  do unt i l  God has  to ld  you what  you’re  supposed to  do. 
Pray  and make your  p lan,  budget ,  and schedule ,  then pivot 
as  th ings  come up.  Process  leaders  of ten get  f rustrated and 

As a man and as 

a steward, you 

have to pray,  

plan, and pivot.



have di f f icul ty  pivot ing;  p ivot  leaders  need not  use  the i r 
f l ex ibi l i ty  as  an excuse  to  not  have  any plans .  You need 
both.  This  i s  par t icular ly  t rue  in  your  budget .

THE GOVERNMENT TAKES YOUR FIRSTFRUITS

	 Your  budget  and your  schedule  go hand- in-hand 
with your  pr ior i t ie s .  Let  me g ive  you the  quickest  budget 
summary of  a l l  t ime s ince  they don’t  teach you thi s  in  high 
school  or  col lege .  I f  you want  to  know more ,  f ind a  guy 
named Dave Ramsey or  something ca l led Crown Financia l 
Minis t r ies .
	 Fi r s t  and foremost ,  you g ive  to  God and government . 
In Matthew 22:21,  Jesus  says ,  “render  to  Caesar  the  things 
that  are  Caesar’s ,  and to  God the  things  that  are  God’s .” 
You’re  supposed to  g ive  to  God f i r s t ,  but  the  government 
didn’t  get  that  memo.  The government  takes  a  chunk f i r s t , 
but  your  t i the  i s  g iv ing to  the  Lord.  Proverbs  3 :9  says , 
“Honor the  Lord with your  weal th and with the  f i r s t f rui t s 
of  a l l  your  produce…” Your  f i r s t  pr ior i ty  i s  g iv ing to  God; 
that  se t s  a l l  your  other  pr ior i t ie s  in  order.  You’re  te l l ing 
God He’s  the  owner  and you’re  just  the  manager.  I f  you do 
a  good job with what’s  entrusted to  you,  God wi l l  he lp  you 
to  mult ip ly  i t .
	 One of  my favor i te  Bible  s tor ies  i s  about  the  l i t t le 
boy with the  f i shes  and loaves . a He thinks ,  “I ’ l l  g ive  i t  to 
the  Lord and see  what  HE does .”  Jesus  does  something 
supernatura l ;  He mult ip l ies  i t .  I f  you make God f i r s t  in 
your  schedule ,  pr ior i t ie s ,  and budget ,  i t ’ l l  force  you to 
cons ider  what  God wants  for  a l l  your  other  spending and 
open an oppor tunity  for  God to  mult ip ly.
	 Then,  you have  taxes .  I ’ l l  be  honest ;  I ’m more  exc i ted 
about  the  t i the  than taxes .  I  l ike  people  meet ing Jesus .  I ’m 
not  super  happy about  g iv ing to  the  government .  Romans 
13:7 (NIV) says ,  “Give  to  everyone what  you owe them: 
If  you owe taxes ,  pay taxes ;  i f  revenue,  then revenue;  i f 
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respect ,  then respect ;  i f  honor,  then honor.”  Jesus  came 
to  ear th and paid His  taxes .  Even though we’re  not  super 
exc i ted about  i t ,  that  means  we a l so  need to  pay our 
taxes .  You have  to  pay your  t i the  and your  taxes .  God and 
government  are  the  f i r s t  budget  i tems. 
	 Proverbs  22:7 says ,  “The r ich rule  over  the  poor,  and 
the  borrower  i s  s lave  of  the  lender.”  This  means ,  i f  you 
don’t  se t  your  budget  r ight ,  you’l l  s tar t  paying expenses 
with debt .  This  i s  a  cul tura l  cr i s i s .  I f  our  government 
would just  be l ieve  thi s  one verse ,  a  lot  of  th ings  would 
change.  It ’s  s imple :  Don’t  spend more  than you have . 
I f  you’re  under  25,  your  bra in probably  just  exploded. 
We now have  record credi t  card debt ,  co l lege  debt ,  and 
automotive  debt ,  and interes t  ra tes  and inf la t ion are 
r i s ing.  That  means  i f  you put  something on credi t  two 
years  ago,  you’re  now paying for  i t  mult ip le  t imes .
	 This  verse  te l l s  you to  f igure  out  exact ly  what  you 
need and l ive  on les s  knowing that ,  in  a  fa l len wor ld, 
some things  wi l l  happen and you’re  going to  be  shor t . 
Your  hous ing i s  usual ly  your  biggest  expense  at  25% of 
your  income,  and your  car  i s  genera l ly  second.  Don’t  make 
yourse l f  house  poor  or  vehic le  poor.  Instead,  l ive  in  a  p lace 
you can af ford,  and buy a  vehic le  for  cash or  f rom family 
and f r iends ,  so  you at  leas t  know the  vehic le  h i s tory. 
The third category  most  of  our  money goes  to  i s  food, 
espec ia l ly  for  guys ,  because  most  men can’t  cook.  Guys  get 
de l ivery,  debt ,  and diabetes  in  that  order. 
	 For  most  people ,  a f ter  the  house ,  car,  and food, 
the  four th category  most  money goes  towards  i s  debt 
e l iminat ion.  I f  you’re  in  debt ,  don’t  as sume you’l l  d ie  and 
your  grandchi ldren wi l l  take  care  of  i t .  Who would you 
guess  i s  the  number  one category  of  person with high 
credi t  card debt?  A young woman in her  20s .  She’s  buying 
shoes ,  get t ing her  ha i r  done,  and hoping to  f ind a  man 
with a  job.  At  hi s tor ic  leve l s ,  we’re  see ing young people  go 
into record debt  and have  nothing to  show for  i t .
	 I f  you’re  a  guy with a  lot  of  debt  and marry  a  ga l  with 
a  lot  of  debt ,  who’s  in  charge?  The lender  i s  now head of 



your  household.  I f  you want  to  s tar t  a  fami ly  and have 
k ids ,  you can’t .  I f  you want  to  buy a  house ,  you can’t .  I f 
you want  mom to s tay  home with the  k ids ,  you can’t .  I f 
you don’t  want  to  take  a  higher  paying job because  i t  keeps 
you away f rom home more ,  you can’t  turn i t  down.  I f  you 
get  the  debt  dec i s ion wrong,  you’l l  be  forced to  make 
other  dec i s ions  wrong.  When you’re  s ingle ,  men are  of ten 
not  thinking about  a  wi fe  and kids ,  but  i f  they’re  on the 
hor izon,  you need to  cons ider  them before  they arr ive . 
	 The Bible  ta lks  a  lot  about  sav ings .  Proverbs  30:25 
(NIV) says ,  “Ants  are  creatures  of  l i t t le  s t rength,  yet  they 
s tore  up the i r  food in the  summer…” What  the  COVID 
craz iness  and a  whole  generat ion of  young people  s i t t ing 
home just  wai t ing for  government  money revea led i s  that 
no one had any sav ings .  Once the  money was  di s t r ibuted, 
what  did many people  do with the  money?  Luxury goods 
and spending.  Not  sav ing,  invest ing,  or  debt  reduct ion.  As 
we’re  looking at  the  future ,  you need cash reser ves  because 
problems are  coming.  In a  fa l len wor ld,  you’l l  a lways  come 
up shor t ,  something wi l l  break,  or  an unexpected expense 
wi l l  a r i se .  Savings  i s  the  margin between you and being 
able  to  surv ive . 
	 There  are  a l so  investments .  Proverbs  13:22 i s  a  verse 
I  wish more  men would be l ieve :  “A good man leaves  an 
inher i tance  to  hi s  chi ldren’s  chi ldren…” So,  what  does 
a  bad man leave  to  hi s  chi ldren’s  chi ldren?  Debt .  The 
inher i tance  we leave  our  chi ldren i s  f inancia l  a s  wel l  a s 
sp i r i tua l .  It ’s  hard to  g ive  weal th to  mult ip le  generat ions 
because  the  government  wants  to  get  in  the  water fa l l  and 
keep taking.  So,  i f  you’re  going to  generate  generat ional 
weal th,  you have  to  think ahead.  For  the  younger  men, 
the  ear l ier  you can s tar t  accumulat ing sav ings ,  rea l  e s tate 
as set s ,  s tocks ,  an investment  por t fo l io ,  a  fami ly  t rust ,  or  a 
co l lege  fund,  the  bet ter.
	 When my kids  were  growing up,  I  to ld  them when 
they turned 16,  i f  they loved God and were  a  dependable , 
respons ib le  k id,  I ’d  he lp them get  the i r  f i r s t  car.  When 
they went  to  col lege ,  I  to ld  them not  to  go into col lege 
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debt  but  to  f ind a  cheaper  col lege  or  scholarships 
and I  would he lp them. Here’s  a  crazy  idea :  They can 
work the i r  way through col lege .  I f  you avoid car  debt  and 
col lege  debt ,  you probably  a l so  avoid credi t  card debt .  I f 
you look at  interes t  ra tes ,  i t ’s  l ike  dea l ing with the  Maf ia . 
You may as  wel l  be  borrowing f rom a  car te l .  Then,  as  much 
as  poss ib le ,  use  f i r s t - t ime home buyer  benef i t s  for  loans 

and get  into a  reasonable 
townhome or  condo so  you 
can have  that  tax  benef i t  and 
s tar t  bui ld ing equity.  I f  you 
have  to  pay a  mortgage ,  i t 
might  as  wel l  be  your  own. 
I f  you’l l  avoid debt ,  invest , 

and think s t rateg ica l ly  long-term,  you’l l  be  years  ahead of 
people  your  age .  

THE SUCCESS SEQUENCE

	 I f  you could get  access  to  a  magic  l i s t  of  th ings  to  do 
in  order  to  l ive  a  success fu l  l i fe  and avoid pover ty,  would 
you want  i t ?  I ’ l l  l e t  you in  on a  l i t t le  secret .  It ’s  ca l led 
the  Success  Sequence. 42 Bradford Wilcox,  the  leading 
soc io logi s t  on men and marr iage ,  fa i th  and fami ly,  says , 
“Almost  no mi l lennia l s  who fo l low the  success  sequence 
are  in  pover ty.”
	 Number  one,  graduate  f rom high school .  Number  two, 
get  a  fu l l - t ime  job.  Number  three ,  be  on t rack,  meaning 
you get  marr ied or  are  p lanning ahead to  get  marr ied. 
Here’s  the  big  idea :  I f  you graduate  f rom high school ,  get 
a  job,  and wai t  to  have  a  k id unt i l  you have  a  wi fe ,  your 
odds  of  pover ty  are  just  3%. Most  of  our  cul tura l  problems 
are  rea l ly  problems with men who have  a  fa i lure  sequence 
instead of  a  success  sequence.  Most  of  our  pover ty,  cr ime, 
gangs ,  and addict ions  would go away i f  young men were 
to  graduate  f rom high school ,  get  a  job,  and wai t  to  have  a 
chi ld  unt i l  they have  a  wi fe . 
	 I f  you do these  three  things  in  order,  you’re  operat ing 

Most of our cultural 

problems are really 

problems with men 

who have a failure 

sequence instead of 

a success sequence.



within the  div ine  des ign by which God created the 
universe .  They don’t  te l l  you thi s  in  high school  and they 
don’t  te l l  you thi s  in  col lege  because  they want  you to  be 
dependent  on the  government  and credi t  card companies . 
They don’t  want  you to  be  f ree  to  enjoy your  l i fe  and lead 
your  fami ly. 
	 Throughout  l i fe ,  a f ter  your  honeymoon,  keeping your 
God-given pr ior i t ie s  a l so  protects  a  man f rom working 
too much and burning out .  One s tudy indicated that  men 
who marry  are  le s s  l ike ly  to  burn out  at  work because  they 
f ind greater  meaning in  the i r  work by providing for  the i r 
fami ly,  and they have  the  benef i t  of  going home to  enjoy 
the i r  fami ly  a f ter  a  long day at  work. 43 A man who works 
hard for  hi s  fami ly  b les ses  them and,  in  return,  h i s  fami ly 
i s  a  b les s ing that  makes  hi s  work meaningful ,  va luable ,  and 
purposeful  as  God intends . 

FREEDOM VS.  LIFESTYLE

	 As  men,  there’s  a  ba lance  between f reedom and 
l i fe s ty le .  I f  you want  more  f reedom, you’re  probably  going 
to  make les s  money.  That’s  why the  homeless  guy doesn’t 
have  a  fu l l  ca lendar.  But ,  i f  you make as  much revenue 
as  poss ib le ,  you probably  sacr i f ice  your  f reedom. It’s  a 
precar ious  ba lance  for  every  man between income and 
l i fe s ty le ,  f reedom and hea l th .  You have  to  f ind what’s 
susta inable . 
	 I  was  reading a  leadership book that  sa id  that  winning 
at  l i fe  i s  about  f ive  things :  doing what  you love ,  with the 
people  you love ,  making a  di f ference ,  be ing adequate ly 
compensated,  and having t ime and energy to  enjoy the 
res t  of  your  l i fe .  That’s  the  ba lance :  make enough money 
that  you can l ive  but  have  enough margin that  you can 
enjoy your  l i fe .  I  would just  encourage  you to  be  honest 
about  where  you’re  a t  and,  by God’s  grace ,  move toward a 
hea l thy,  wise  l i fe s ty le  to  enjoy and bless  your  wi fe  and kids 
more ,  which we wi l l  examine in  the  fo l lowing chapters . 
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Quest ions  for  Personal  Ref lect ion or  Group Discuss ion 
	 1 .  What  i s  your  l i s t  of  pr ior i t ie s  that  guide  your 
	     dec i s ion making?  Are  there  any changes  that  need 
	     to  be  made a f ter  reading thi s  chapter? 
	 2 .  Where  are  you a  s t rong s teward?  (e .g . ,  t ime,  money, 
	     wisdom, abi l i t ie s ,  re la t ionships ,  e tc . )
	 3 .  Where  are  you a  weak s teward?  (e .g . ,  t ime,  money, 
	     wisdom, abi l i t ie s ,  re la t ionships ,  e tc . )
	 4 .  Was there  any par t  of  the  Success  Sequence that  you 
	     have  not  fo l lowed or  current ly  are  not  fo l lowing? 
	     What  are  the  consequences? 
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T his  chapter  i s  about  marr iage  but ,  for  you s ingle  guys , 
don’t  check out .  93% of  you wi l l  marry  at  some point . 

This  wi l l  be  he lpful  whether  you’re  aspir ing to  be  marr ied, 
are  a  newly  marr ied guy,  a  cra f ty  seasoned veteran,  or  have 
f r iends ,  sons  or  grandsons  who are  get t ing marr ied. 
	 Let’s  s tar t  with the  end zone in  mind.  I  recent ly 
rece ived a  wonder ful  note  card f rom a  woman in our 
church who was  in  the  back dur ing one of  our  ser v ices . 
She wrote ,  “I  witnessed something Sunday I  wanted to 
share  with you.  As  they were  taking communion,  I  watched 
the  men wrap the i r  arms around thei r  wives ,  cover ing 

the i r  heads ,  k i s s ing them, 
and praying over  them. It  was 
so  touching to  witness .”  It’s 
amazing that  you can go your 
whole  l i fe ,  and the  only  t ime 

a  man lays  hands  on a  woman i s  to  harm or  have  sex  with 
her  but  not  to  pray  over  or  b les s  her. 
	 I f  you want  to  touch your  wi fe’s  body,  you need to 
f i r s t  touch her  soul .  That’s  why praying with your  wi fe 
i s  the  most  int imate  thing you can do.  A lot  of  men wi l l 
s leep with a  woman but  won’t  pray  with her  because  i t ’s 
too int imate .  The deepest  leve l  i s  a t  the  leve l  of  the  soul , 
praying and worshiping together,  which opens  the  res t  of 
the  re la t ionship. 
	 Before  we ta lk  about  marr iage ,  we should c lar i fy 
that  God’s  d iv ine  des ign for  marr iage  i s  one man and 
one woman in a  covenant  that’s  consummated.  No gay 
marr iage ,  polygamy,  cohabitat ion,  f r iends  with benef i t s ,  or 
l iv ing together.  The wor ld i s  drunk and confused when i t 
comes  to  marr iage . 
	 We now have  a  record number  of  40-year-o lds  who 
have  never  been marr ied. 44 We have  a  record number 
of  cohabitat ing couples ,  and those  re la t ionships  have 
repeatedly  proven to  cause  higher  rates  of  d ivorce  than 
couples  who do not  cohabitate  before  marr iage . 45

	 As  a  man,  marr iage  i s  good for  you,  which i s  contrary 
to  the  nonsense  on soc ia l  media  ca l l ing marr iage  a  “death 
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sentence”  for  men.  In an ar t ic le  summariz ing the  book The 
Case  for  Marr iage ,  i t  i s  sa id  that  marr ied men:
	 •Live  near ly  10 years  longer  than thei r  unmarr ied 
	   peers .
	 •Are  about  50% less  l ike ly  to  die  –  at  any age  –  than 
	   unmarr ied men.
	 •Are  le s s  l ike ly  than s ingles  to  suf fer  f rom long-term 
	   chronic  i l lnesses  or  d i sabi l i t ie s .
	 •Are  about  30% more l ike ly  to  rate  the i r  hea l th  as 
	   “exce l lent  or  very  good” than unmarr ied men.
	 •Drink about  ha l f  a s  much as  the i r  unmarr ied peers  of 
	   the  same age .
	 •Are  le s s  l ike ly  to  smoke,  dr ink and dr ive ,  dr ive  too 
	   fa s t ,  get  into f ights ,  or  take  r i sks  that  increase  the 
	   chance  of  acc idents  and injur ies .
	 •Make s igni f icant ly  more  money than bachelors .
	 •Exper ience  fas ter  wage growth than unmarr ied men.
	 •Produce more  on average  than s ingle  men at  the  same 
	   job.
	 •Are  le s s  l ike ly  to  show up for  work hungover  or 
	   exhausted.
	 •Make more  respons ib le  f inancia l  dec i s ions  than s ingle 
	   men.
	 •Repor t  le s s  depress ion,  le s s  anxiety  and lower  leve l s 
	   o f  other  psychologica l  d i s t res s  than s ingles .
	 •Are  about  three  t imes  le s s  l ike ly  to  commit  suic ide 
	   than the  unmarr ied.
	 •Are  ha l f  a s  l ike ly  as  s ingles  and cohabitors  to  say  they 
	   a re  unhappy with the i r  l ives . 46

THE FOUR LAWS OF LOVE

	 To f ind God’s  or ig ina l  intent  for  men in marr iage , 
l e t’s  go back to  Genes i s  and the  beginning of  marr iage . 
I ’ l l  br ie f ly  summarize  Pastor  Jimmy Evans’  book The Four 
Laws  o f  Love . 
	 Genes i s  2 :24-25 says ,  “Therefore  a  man sha l l  l eave  hi s 
fa ther  and his  mother  and hold fas t  to  hi s  wi fe ,  and they 



sha l l  become one f le sh.  And the  man and his  wi fe  were 
both naked and were  not  ashamed.”  This  Scr ipture  i s  our 

source  for  the  four  laws .  We 
know this  verse  i s  wr i t ten 
for  us  because  Adam had 
no ear thly  fa ther ;  i t ’s  God’s 
prototype for  marr iage . 

When there’s  a  debate  in  the  New Testament  about 
marr iage ,  Jesus ,  Paul ,  and others  go back to  thi s  sect ion 
of  Scr ipture  wri t ten for  us  but  spoken to  our  f i r s t  fa ther, 
Adam.

1.  Law of  Priori ty
	 Fi r s t ,  you need to  leave  your  mom and dad.  I f  you 
have  a  son in  hi s  20s ,  he  needs  to  move,  get  of f  your 
payrol l ,  get  h i s  own income,  and make hi s  own deci s ions . 
Once he  leaves ,  the  Bible  says  he  takes  a  wi fe ,  which 
means  taking the  in i t ia t ive  and the  r i sk ,  and he pursues 
her.  One s tudy sa id  45% of  men aged 18-25 have  never 
romant ica l ly  approached a  woman in person,  which i s 
shocking cowardice . 47 They’re  a f ra id  of  re ject ion.  Welcome 
to  be ing a  man.  You’re  going to  need to  get  used to  be ing 
re jected – you won’t  get  a  job,  you’l l  get  a  job and get 
f i red,  you’l l  have  f r iends  betray  you,  and people  wi l l 
abandon you.  I f  you want  to  succeed,  you need to  endure 
re ject ion. 
	 We tend to  e i ther  over-parent  or  under-parent  our 
sons .  When we under-parent  him,  we bas ica l ly  abandon 
him once he’s  18.  Have you ever  met  an 18-year-o ld? 
They’re  not  fu l ly  cooked.  They’ve  never  been marr ied,  had 
a  career  job,  bought  a  house ,  managed cash f low,  or  ra i sed 
chi ldren.  They s t i l l  need coaching.  I f  we under-parent ,  we 
think they magica l ly  become mature  adult s  a t  18,  but 
they don’t .  I f  we over-parent ,  when they’re  18,  20,  25, 
30,  or  45,  we’re  s t i l l  meddl ing,  control l ing,  and rescuing. 
I f  you’re  ra i s ing a  son and he s t i l l  doesn’t  have  a  wi fe ,  i t 
could be  because  hi s  mom has  taken her  p lace .  I f  she  over-
mothers ,  she’s  thwar t ing hi s  launching.  We should instead 
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move to  the  ro le  of  a  coach on the  s ide l ines  who’s  there  to 
he lp them make good dec i s ions .  They ul t imate ly  make and 
are  respons ib le  for  the i r  dec i s ions ,  but  we can coach and 
he lp them a long. 

2 .  Law of  Pursuit
	 Genes i s  2  says  to  “hold fas t”  ( some older  Bible 
t rans la t ions  wi l l  say  “c leave”) .  Have you ever  seen a  spor ts 
team near ing a  scor ing oppor tunity?  They’re  focused 
on the  goal ,  and that’s  how a  guy should be  when he’s 
pursuing a  woman.  You know a  guy has  met  hi s  potent ia l 
wi fe  when he suddenly  gets  very  focused.  He f inds  hi s  g i r l , 
and he  wants  to  marry  her,  so  he  s tar t s  making and sav ing 
more  money than ever  and putt ing hi s  l i fe  together  to 
invi te  her  into i t .   This  i s  pass ionate  pursui t  and v igorous 
intent ional i ty. 
	 The problem becomes  when men somet imes  have  that 
v igorous  enthus iasm unt i l  the  honeymoon i s  over.  Al l  of  a 
sudden,  they’re  pursuing the i r  career,  hobbies ,  or  the  k ids , 
and a l l  the  enthus iasm of  pursuing the i r  wi fe  wanes .  This 

can even cause  rea l  danger 
through “work spouses ,” 
emotional  a f fa i r s ,  and even 
phys ica l  a f fa i r s .  You need 
to  date  your  wi fe  before 
someone e l se  does .  You 
dated her  to  marry  her,  so 

keep dat ing her  to  s tay  marr ied to  her.  Many men think 
marr iage  i s  the  f in i sh l ine ,  but  i t ’s  jus t  the  s tar t ing l ine . 
	 I  say  thi s  a l l  the  t ime and have  a  Leave  and Cleave 
sermon ser ies  and workbook on i t :  When a  man and a 
woman marry,  they’re  not  jo ining each other’s  fami l ies ; 
they’re  s tar t ing a  new fami ly.  When the  hol idays  come,  my 
marr ied kids  and thei r  fami l ies  are  a lways  invi ted,  but  i t ’s 
up to  them to dec ide  what  to  do with the i r  fami ly.  I f  they 
want  an opinion,  I ’ve  cer ta in ly  got  i t ,  and I ’ve  turned i t 
into a  career.  But  i f  they don’t  want  my opinion,  I ’ l l  jus t 
tuck i t  away and pray  for  the i r  dec i s ions .  The big  problem 

When a man and a 

woman marry, 

they’re not joining 

each other’s families; 

they’re starting a 

new family.



comes  when we don’t  a l low the  next  generat ion to  have 
hea l thy fami l ies  because  we don’t  l e t  them be the i r  own 
fami ly. 

3 .  Law of  Par tnership
	 When a  man and woman marry,  they become one, 
us ing the  same Hebrew word echad ,  found in Deuteronomy 
6:4,  “Hear,  O Israe l :  The Lord our  God,  the  Lord i s  one.” 
Like  the  Father,  Son,  and Spir i t  are  one,  the  husband 
and wife  become one.  It  doesn’t  mean one spouse  i s 
domineer ing;  you pray  about  and work everything out 
together  because  unity  i s  your  highest  goa l .  Pract ica l ly, 
l ike  Grace  and I ,  that  means  you have  one bed,  church, 
God,  ca lendar,  bank account ,  schedule ,  vacat ion,  and las t 
name. 
	 I f  you t r y  to  lead separate  l ives  with separate  f r iends , 
vacat ions ,  churches ,  and money,  those  separate  t racks  wi l l 
u l t imate ly  complete ly  separate ,  and you’l l  be  devastated. 
As  long as  you’re  two,  you have  div i s ion (“two v i s ions”) . 
Jesus  says  a  house  that  has  d iv i s ion fa l l s  down. a The only 
way marr iage  works  i s  one v i s ion where  you’re  united 
and agree  on what  you’re  doing.  Is  i t  a  problem i f  one 
(or  both)  of  you has  a  s t rong personal i ty?  No,  s t rength i s 
never  a  problem,  but  independence i s  a lways  a  problem. 
This  i s  where  I  go f rom teaching to  meddl ing.  I f  you just 
l e t  your  wi fe  do what  she  wants  because  you don’t  want 
to  take  the  energy to  make i t  bet ter,  i t ’s  a  v io lat ion of  the 
Laws of  Pr ior i ty,  Pursui t ,  and Par tnership because  you’ve 
le t  independence a l low a  “two-ness”  where  God intended a 
“one-ness .”

4.  Law of  Puri ty
	 Adam and Eve were  “naked without  shame.”  Most  guys 
wi l l  be  l ike ,  “Can we just  sk ip  the  f i r s t  three  and double 
down on point  four?”  But  you’l l  not ice  that  i f  you get  the 
f i r s t  three  r ight ,  you’l l  probably  have  a  bet ter  sex  l i fe .  For 
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most  women,  the i r  h ighest  need i s  secur i ty,  and i f  you 
don’t  pursue ,  pr ior i t i ze ,  and have  par tnership with your 
wi fe ,  she  doesn’t  fee l  sa fe  be ing int imate  with you. 
	 God created sex  so ,  in  marr iage ,  there’s  nothing to  be 
ashamed of.  It ’s  not  l ike  God was  in  Heaven,  made man 
and woman,  got  them naked and marr ied,  went  out  to  get 
a  snack and came back in  shock ye l l ing,  “What  the  heck? 
One of  you angel s  get  a  wing in  there !”  Many lega l i s t ic 
churches  have  bad teaching on sex ,  teaching that  “sex  i s 
d i r ty,  nasty,  v i le ,  and wrong,  so  save  i t  for  the  one you 
love .”  Then,  you get  marr ied and s t i l l  th ink i t ’s  d i r ty. 
Chri s t ians  shouldn’t  be  ant i - sex ;  they should be  pro-
marr iage .  
	 Adam did not  have  a  s tandard of  beauty ;  he  had a 
wi fe .  Eve  didn’t  have  a  s tandard of  beauty ;  she  had a 
husband.  The same goes  for  you.  That  means  i f  you get 
marr ied at  20 and s tay  marr ied for  60 years ,  your  s tandard 

of  beauty  i s  your 
wi fe  a t  80,  not  20. 
For  the  record, 
grav i ty  i s  undefeated. 
Nobody looks  bet ter 
a t  80 than 20.  But , 
u l t imate ly,  you want 

to  do what  Proverbs  says  and that  i s  to  de l ight  in  the  wi fe 
of  your  youth whether  she’s  young or  o ld . a 
	 Our broken wor ld has  complete ly  corrupted a l l  o f 
th i s .  We’ve  separated sex  f rom marr iage ,  fa thers  f rom 
chi ldren,  and grown men from adult  respons ibi l i t ie s . 
But  I  want  good for  you.  Your  l i fe ,  marr iage ,  k ids ,  and 
grandkids  matter.  I f  you fo l low God’s  d iv ine  des ign for 
marr iage ,  God wi l l  he lp  you succeed.  He’s  for  you,  not 
aga inst  you.  But ,  i f  you want  to  do ev i l  –  have  sex  without 
marr iage  and have  a  good t ime instead of  a  good legacy – 
Satan wi l l  happi ly  he lp  you devastate  your  ent i re  l i fe  and 
legacy.  Satan didn’t  even show up unt i l  Adam and Eve were 

__________
a Proverbs  5 :18
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marr ied,  so  the  f ront  l ines  of  sp i r i tua l  war fare  are  a lways 
s tar t ing with our  marr iage .  After  the  wedding comes  the 
war. 

YOUR WIFE IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY

	 Some men and/or  the i r  wives  are  menta l ly, 
emotional ly,  and/or  spir i tua l ly  unwel l .  I f  th i s  i s  you,  you 
need profess ional  Chri s t ian he lp.  I f  th i s  i s  your  wi fe ,  you 
need to  get  her  profess ional  Chri s t ian he lp.  You’ve  t r ied 
to  cover  for  her  and protect  your  k ids  or  others ,  but  you 
know you can’t .  Ephes ians  5 :25-28 says :

	 Husbands ,  love  your  wives ,  a s  Chri s t  loved the  church 
	 and gave  himse l f  up for  her,  that  he  might  sanct i fy 
	 her,  having c leansed her  by the  washing of  water  with 
	 the  word,  so  that  he  might  present  the  church to 
	 h imse l f  in  sp lendor,  without  spot  or  wr inkle  or  any 
	 such thing,  that  she  might  be  holy  and without 
	 b lemish.  In the  same way husbands  should love  the i r 
	 wives  as  the i r  own bodies .  He who loves  hi s  wi fe  loves 
	 h imse l f.

	 I f  your  wi fe  i s  unwel l ,  I ’m truly  sorry,  but  you have  to 
dea l  with i t ,  because  the  goal  of  a  husband i s  to  lov ingly 
lead hi s  wi fe  as  Chri s t  lov ingly  leads  the  Church.  She may 
have  an addict ion,  have  had t rauma in her  past ,  or  have 
toxic ,  unheal thy re la t ionships  with others .  Par t  of  your 
t rouble  i s  that  you’ve  to lerated thi s  for  so  long that  you 
wonder  i f  i t ’s  too la te  to  get  her  he lp.  Some of  you may be 
wai t ing for  the  day your  k ids  grow up so  you can just  move 
on.  Others  of  you may have  t r ied to  carve  out  complete ly 
para l le l  l ives  jus t  to  get  a  break f rom her  because  she  wears 
you out .  This  i s  where  we get  hobbies ,  overworking,  and 
man caves .  It ’s  not  that  you l ike  so l i tude that  much and 
you’re  get t ing t ime with the  Lord;  you need a  break f rom 
her,  and you are  not  running to  the  Lord as  much as  you 
are  running f rom her. 
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	 Here’s  what  I  know about  Jesus :  He loves  me so  much 
that  He takes  me exact ly  as  I  am,  but  He loves  me too 
much to  le t  me s tay  exact ly  as  I  am.  You may love  your 
wi fe  and fee l  loya l  and devoted to  her,  and I  hope you do. 
But  love  doesn’t  to lerate ;  i t  t ransforms.  God’s  love  doesn’t 
to lerate  us ;  i t  t ransforms us .  I f  you rea l ly  love  your  wi fe , 
you need to  he lp her  get  the  he lp she  needs  whether  i t ’s 
addict ion,  t rauma,  or  she’s  caus ing a  lot  of  pa in for  others 
around her. 
	 You may be  exhausted,  f rustrated,  and want  a  new 
marr iage .  But  you can get  a  new marr iage  with the  same 
spouse .  I  want  you and your  wi fe  to  be  happy and hea l thy 
and a  source  of  joy  and not  pa in to  others .  Some men 
come to  church to  get  a  break and,  whi le  I ’d  l ike  you to 
enjoy God’s  house ,  I ’d  a l so  l ike  you to  enjoy your  house . 
The same advice  regarding your  wi fe  a l so  appl ies  to  you.  I f 
you are  unwel l ,  get t ing godly  profess ional  he lp  should be  a 
high pr ior i ty. 

MY LOVER AND MY FRIEND

	 Song of  Solomon 5:16 i s  one of  Grace  and my favor i te 
l ines  in  the  Bible  on marr iage :  “…my lover,  my f r iend.” 
That’s  the  f i r s t  Hebrew fr iends  with benef i t s  r ight  there  – 
lover  and f r iend. 
	 There  are  three  k inds  of  marr iages :  shoulder- to-
shoulder,  back-to-back,  and face- to- face .
	 1 .  Shoulder- to-Shoulder  –  This  i s  the  type of 
	     re la t ionships  most  men have .  Men have  f r iends 
	     they did and do things  with:  ser ved in  the  mi l i tar y, 
	     p layed spor ts  with,  watch the  game with,  worked 
	     wi th,  e tc .  For  Grace  and me,  thi s  i s  our  defaul t . 
	     We’re  rea l ly  good at  get t ing s tuf f  done together.  We 
	     worked together  before  we were  marr ied and have 
	     p lanted churches  together,  ra i sed kids  together, 
	     done minis t r y  tours  together,  wr i t ten books 
	     together,  and remodeled mult ip le  homes  together. 
	     But ,  i f  marr iage  i s  shoulder- to-shoulder  too long,  i t 



	     eventual ly  turns  back-to-back.
	 2 .  Back-to-Back – This  i s  where  he  has  hi s  work,  she 
	     has  her  work,  he’s  got  hi s  f r iends ,  she’s  got  her 
	     f r iends ,  and they’re  turning the i r  backs  on one 
	     another.  This  i s  where  you’re  not  warm, loving,  or 
	     c lose ,  and maybe are  even adversar ia l .  Every 
	     marr iage ,  a t  some point ,  get s  back-to-back, 
	     but  the  quest ion i s ,  how long wi l l  you s tay  there? 
	     The longer  you’re  there ,  the  more  oppor tunity  you 
	     a l low for  b i t terness ,  demonic  footholds ,  and 
	     des t ruct ion in  your  marr iage .  The di s tance  between 
	     you and your  wi fe  i s  a  per fect  spot  for  Satan to  set 
	     up a  s t ronghold. 
	 3 .  Face-to-Face  –  These  are  the  best  marr iages  and i s 
	     Bibl ica l  language for  our  e ternal  face- to- face 
	     re la t ionship with Jesus a and how Moses  met  with 
	     God. b The key to  your  marr iage  i s  get t ing face- to-
	     face  t ime meaning you turn of f  your  phone or  TV 
	     and look one another  in  the  eye .  When you’re 
	     dat ing,  you get  qui te  a  b i t  of  face- to- face  t ime and 
	     then get  you marr ied and are  too busy  with kids ,  a 
	     mortgage ,  the  yard,  in- laws ,  out laws ,  taxes , 
	     e lect ions ,  and soccer.  Eventual ly,  you’re  back-to-
	     back,  so  the  key i s  to  get  as  much face- to- face  t ime 
	     a s  you can to  bui ld  your  f r iendship with your  wi fe . 

	 I f  you’re  marr ied,  where  are  you at  with your  wi fe 
r ight  now? Take some t ime every  week to  look your  wi fe  in 
the  eye ,  pray  with her,  pray  over  her,  ta lk  to  her,  and even 
l i s ten to  her.  They f ind that  sexy,  so  just  t r y.  Every  man 
I ’ve  ever  met  gets  i t  wrong and needs  to  humble  himse l f 
and invi te  God to  he lp him get  i t  r ight .  I ’ve  never  met  a 
guy who got  marr iage  r ight  the  f i r s t  t ime.  I f  you’ve  messed 
some things  up,  guess  what?  We a l l  have . 
	 Grace  and I  s tar ted dat ing when she  was  a  Chri s t ian 
and I  wasn’t ,  we were  not  v i rg ins ,  and then I  got  saved 
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and we had to  s top s leeping together.  Then,  10 years  into 
marr iage ,  we rea l i zed she  was  a  t rauma v ict im and needed 
to  get  he lp.  We’ve  made a  number  of  mistakes ,  but  here’s 
what  I  know about  God:  He forg ives ,  hea l s ,  and he lps .  My 
goal  i s  not  to  put  condemnat ion on you but  to  encourage 
you not  to  set t le  for  anything les s  than a  marr iage  that 
g lor i f ie s  God and i s  enjoyable  for  you and your  spouse . 
Once your  marr iage  i s  so l id ,  you have  the  r ight  foundat ion 
for  ra i s ing chi ldren,  which we wi l l  s tudy next . 

Quest ions  for  Personal  Ref lect ion or  Group Discuss ion
	 1 .  I f  you had to  pick one word to  descr ibe  your 
	     parents’  re la t ionship,  what  would i t  be?  Why?
	 2 .  What  are  some of  the  best  marr iages  you have  seen? 
	     What  made those  marr iages  uniquely  great? 
	 3 .  I f  you are  marr ied,  or  hope to  be  marr ied,  what  can 
	     you do immediate ly  to  be  bet ter  prepared to  love 
	     and lead wel l ? 
	 4 .  What  things  did the  Holy  Spir i t  h ighl ight  for  you 
	     a s  you read thi s  chapter?  Are  there  any act ion s teps 
	     you need to  now take?  What  are  those ,  spec i f ica l ly? 
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I t  takes  more  fa i th  to  ra i se  a  son than a  daughter.  When 
a  g i r l  i s  l i t t le ,  watching her  comfor t  and nur ture  a  dol l 

whi le  having a  tea  par ty  makes  i t  ra ther  easy  to  envis ion 
her  one day as  an adult  mother  with emotional  hea l th 
and re la t ional  warmth.  When she  looks  at  you with kind 
eyes  say ing,  “I  love  you,  Daddy,”  you can imagine the 
wonder ful  wi fe  she  wi l l  become as  you fee l  your  hear t  mel t 
in  your  chest . 
	 However,  when her  brother  walks  in  the  room to 
f l ip  the  tea  par ty  table  ups ide  down,  grabs  the  dol l  to 
bang i t  on the  f loor  whi le  pretending to  shoot  i t  with a 
gun,  and r ips  the i r  shi r t  of f  to  ye l l  for  no reason before 
running outs ide  to  pee  in  the  yard,  the  anxiety  leve l  i s 
qui te  d i f ferent .  Deep down,  you wonder  i f  you are  ra i s ing 
a  terror i s t  and fear  one day your  fami ly  name wi l l  be 
a longs ide  the  Bin Ladens  in  the  hi s tory  books .  It ’s  hard to 
see  a  boy as  a  future  man,  husband,  and father.  Often,  the 
di f ference  between a  boy and a  terror i s t  i s  s imply  s ize . 
	 To be  a  good father  who ra i ses  godly  k ids  to  have  a 
f rui t fu l  l egacy takes  both fa i th  and focus .  As  men,  we 
must  focus  on the  people  in  f ront  of  us  and the  things  we 
have  dominion and respons ibi l i ty  over.  Somet imes  things 
in  l i fe  d i s t ract  and diver t  us  –  pol i t ic s ,  cul ture ,  work,  or 
something in  the  news – and we look r ight  over  the  people 
who are  r ight  in  f ront  of  us .  As  a  husband,  you want  to 
make sure  you’re  not  over looking your  wi fe .  As  a  fa ther, 
you don’t  want  to  over look your  chi ldren.  You may not  be 
able  to  dec ide  what  happens  in  your  country,  but  you can 
dec ide  what  happens  in  your  fami ly.  You can be  act ive , 
present ,  a  b les s ing,  and used by God to  minis ter  to  your 
fami ly.
	 As  Chri s t ian men,  we have  a  unique perspect ive  on 
fatherhood because  God i s  our  Father.  In cer ta in re l ig ions , 
the i r  god i s  an impersonal  force ,  a  pantheon of  gods 
and dei t ie s ,  or  there’s  a  goddess .  In  Chri s t iani ty,  Jesus 
Chri s t  comes  to  ear th,  and He’s  the  Son of  God.  As  we 
es tabl i shed previous ly,  Jesus’  favor i te  and most  f requent 
name for  God i s  Father.
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	 When the  di sc ip les  asked Jesus  how to pray,  He even 
s tar ted i t  out  with “Our Father.”  He teaches  and tra ins 
us  to  ca l l  God “Father.”  As  Chri s t ians ,  we’re  the  sons  of 
God,  adopted into God’s  fami ly,  with God as  our  act ive , 
present ,  d i sc ip l ing,  lov ing,  providing Father.  He set s  the 
example  for  us  of  what  hea l thy fa ther ing looks  l ike . 
	 In  the  Bible ,  the  word “father”  appears  around 1,600 
t imes ,  and there  are  about  1 ,200 names  of  men in the 
Bible .  Most  of  those  are  just  naming the  fa thers .  There 
are  whole  l i s t s  in  the  Old Testament  that  are  just  fa thers . 
What  thi s  means  i s ,  out  of  roughly  31,000 Scr iptures , 
a lmost  10% of  them use  the  word “father”  or  g ive  the 
name of  a  fa ther.  That  te l l s  you that  men are  pr imary in 
the  Word of  God,  and men are  necessary  for  hea l thy l i fe 
and f lour i shing.
	 Then,  even more  amazingly,  God shares  His  name with 
us .  This  s t ruck me as  a  new dad in  my mid-to- la te  20s .  I 
was  tucking my oldest  daughter  in  bed one night ,  and we 
were  in  the  middle  of  our  bedt ime rout ine  where  we’d pray 
together,  read Scr ipture ,  and s ing together,  even though I 
had a  terr ib le  s inging voice .  She’d say,  “Wrap me up l ike  a 
burr i to ,”  so  I ’d  take  the  covers  and tuck them in a l l  a round 
her.  I ’ l l  never  forget  her  b ig ,  beaut i fu l  eyes  looking up at 
me when she  sa id ,  “Wow. I  have  two daddies .”  At  f i r s t ,  I 
thought ,  “I ’ l l  have  to  sor t  th i s  out  with your  mom, because 
one of  us  has  to  die .”  She cont inued,  “I  have  a  daddy in 
Heaven and a  daddy on ear th.”  It  dawned on me that  God 
i s  a  Father,  and I ’m a  fa ther.  He le t s  me share  His  t i t le  and 
des ignat ion.  How I  t reat  her  i s  probably  going to  say  a  lot 
to  her  about  what  He’s  l ike .  I ’m the  l i t t le  p icture  of  a  b ig 
Father. 

THE FINAL WORDS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT

	 After  the  las t  book of  the  Old Testament ,  Malachi , 
God didn’t  g ive  another  book of  the  Bible  or  send for th 
another  prophet  for  400 years .  The las t  th ing you sa id 
for  400 years  must  be  important .  So,  what  does  the  Holy 



Spir i t  focus  on through Malachi?  Husbands  and fathers . 
Because  i f  you get  the  men r ight ,  they’ l l  get  everything 
e l se  r ight .  I f  you get  everything e l se  r ight  and don’t  get  the 
men r ight ,  they’ l l  make everything wrong. 
	 Malachi  2 :10 says ,  “Have we not  a l l  one Father?  Has 
not  one God created us?  Why then are  we fa i th les s  to  one 
another,  profaning the  covenant  of  our  fa thers?”  God’s  our 
Father  and,  jus t  l ike  we br ing our  k ids  into the  wor ld,  God 
brought  us  into thi s  wor ld.  Malachi  2 :13-15 cont inues : 

	     And thi s  second thing you do.  You cover  the  Lord’s 
	     a l tar  with tears ,  with weeping and groaning because 
	     he  no longer  regards  the  of fer ing or  accepts  i t  with 
	     favor  f rom your  hand.  But  you say,  “Why does  he 
	     not?”  Because  the  Lord was  witness  between you 
	     and the  wi fe  of  your  youth,  to  whom you have  been 
	     fa i th les s ,  though she  i s  your  companion and your 
	     wi fe  by covenant .  Did he  not  make them one,  with 
	     a  por t ion of  the  Spir i t  in  the i r  union?  And what 
	     was  the  one God seeking?  Godly  of f spr ing.  So guard 
	     yourse lves  in  your  spir i t ,  and le t  none of  you be 
	     fa i th les s  to  the  wi fe  of  your  youth.

He’s  say ing they were  weeping and cry ing because  God 
has  removed His  hand of  b les s ing f rom His  sons .  Why? 
Because  they had been fa i th les s  to  the  ga l s  they marr ied 
when they were  young.  It’s  incredible  that  God va lues 
marr iage ,  chi ldren,  fami ly,  and godly  generat ional  legacy 
so  much that  He spends  the  f ina l  words  of  the  Old 
Testament  on the  topic . 

YOU ARE THE HEAD OF YOUR COVENANT FAMILY, 
NOT YOUR KID

	 The key to  unders tanding fami ly  i s  covenant .  Outs ide 
of  Scr ipture ,  people  don’t  unders tand covenant .  That’s  why 
marr iage  and fami ly  are  fa i l ing and not  thr iv ing,  because 
we don’t  th ink bibl ica l ly  or  covenanta l ly.  It ’s  ment ioned 
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hundreds  of  t imes  in  the  Bible  with words  inc luding 
covenant  love ,  lov ingkindness ,  s teadfas t  love ,  loya l  love , 
devot ion,  commitment ,  loya l ty,  pat ience ,  and re l iabi l i ty. 
My favor i te  i s  The Je su s  Stor ybook Bib le ,  the  one we’d read 
to  our  k ids  when they were  rea l ly  l i t t le ,  where  i t  says  a 
covenant  re la t ionship with God i s  a  “never  s topping,  never 
g iv ing up,  unbreaking,  a lways  and forever  love .”  
	 Sa lvat ion,  our  re la t ionship with God,  i s  a  covenant . 
It ’s  a  spec ia l ,  unique,  des ignated re la t ionship.  The key 

to  every  covenant  in  the 
Bible  i s  a  covenant  head who i s 
respons ib le  to  see  that  the 
terms of  the  covenant  are  kept 
and the  people  in  the  covenant 
are  cared for.  So,  in  our 
new covenant  sa lvat ion with 
God,  Jesus  Chri s t  i s  our  head 

because  of  His  death,  bur ia l ,  and Resurrect ion. 
	 I f  you’re  a  Chri s t ian,  you have  a  covenant  re la t ionship 
with God.  I f  you’re  marr ied,  you’re  supposed to  have  a 
covenant  re la t ionship with your  wi fe .  We just  read in 
Malachi  2  that  He re fers  to  marr iage  as  a  covenant  in 
which you are  respons ib le  to  love  your  wi fe  and together 
ra i se  godly  of f spr ing.  True or  fa l se ,  i f  you don’t  love  your 
wi fe ,  does  i t  a f fect  your  k ids?  We often think of  marr iage 
and parent ing as  two separate  things ,  but  they’re  actua l ly 
two s ides  of  the  same coin.  The best  th ing you can do 
for  your  k ids  i s  have  a  lov ing re la t ionship with God and 
a  lov ing re la t ionship with the i r  mother.  I f  you don’t  love 
the i r  mother,  you’re  going to  do damage to  your  legacy. 
It ’ l l  be  le s s  l ike ly  that  you wi l l  have  godly  of f spr ing. 
	 The key i s  for  you,  as  the  man and fami ly  head,  to 
fo l low God and he lp your  wi fe  and kids  do the  same.  “Did 
you know that  i f  a  chi ld  i s  the  f i r s t  person in a  household 
to  become a  Chri s t ian,  there  i s  a  3 .5  percent  probabi l i ty 
everyone e l se  in  the  household wi l l  fo l low? If  the  mother 
i s  the  f i r s t  to  become a  Chri s t ian,  there  i s  a  17 percent 
probabi l i ty  everyone e l se  in  the  household wi l l  fo l low. 

The best thing you 

can do for your 

kids is have a 

loving relationship 

with God and a 

loving relationship 

with their mother.



But i f  the  fa ther  i s  f i r s t ,  there  i s  a  93 percent  probabi l i ty 
everyone e l se  in  the  household wi l l  fo l low.” 48

	 In  a  covenant  fami ly,  who i s  the  head?  The husband 
and father. a What  that  means  i s  the  chi ld  i s  not  the  head. 
Have you ever  seen a  fami ly  where  the  chi ld  i s  actua l ly 
in  the  dr iver’s  seat ?  The fami ly  makes  dec i s ions  based on 
the  chi ld  because  the  chi ld  i s  the  s t rongest  personal i ty,  i s 
se l f i sh ,  and makes  the  parents  fee l  gui l ty.  The parents  have 
handed headship over  to  the  chi ld ,  but  the  chi ld  should 
not  be  head of  the  covenant .  Other  guys  defer  headship 
of  the  household to  the i r  wives  because  she’s  the  s t ronger 
personal i ty.  You won’t  get  godly  of f spr ing,  and you won’t 
have  a  happy marr iage  because  no one at  your  house  wi l l 
respect  you.  You won’t  look forward to  going home because 
you’l l  fee l  l ike  i t ’s  your  second shi f t  of  work and you have 
another  boss  and per formance rev iew. 
	 The quest ion i s  not  are  you the  head,  but  are  you a 
good head or  bad head?  Are  you doing your  job or  not 
doing your  job? 

SINGULAR HEADSHIP,  PLURAL LEADERSHIP

	 To be  the  covenant  head of  your  fami ly  doesn’t  mean 
you should be  domineer ing or  overbear ing.  It  doesn’t  mean 
you’re  the  lord and everyone e l se  has  to  obey you as  you s i t 
on your  throne,  a l so  known as  dad’s  rec l iner.  Some men s i t 
on the i r  throne and g ive  orders  to  the i r  fami ly,  but  that’s 
not  the  way to  do i t .
	 Jesus  Chri s t  i s  the  per fect  example  of  a  covenant  head. 
He ser ves  humbly,  loves  fa i thful ly,  pursues  cont inual ly, 
and g ives  generous ly.  Since  Jesus  i s  the  head,  we as  men 
have  such a  great  g i f t  because  He entered into human 
his tory.  I f  we wonder  what  i t  looks  l ike  to  be  a  hea l thy 
head as  a  man,  we only  need to  look to  Jesus . 
	 In  your  fami ly  sys tem,  there  should be  s ingular 
headship and plura l  l eadership.  In a  covenant  fami ly, 
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you’re  the  human head as  the  husband and father,  but  you 
and your  wi fe  are  p lura l  l eaders .  In  our  fami ly,  I  would 
never  make a  b ig  dec i s ion without  Grace .  We make a l l  our 
dec i s ions  together  as  leaders  because  the  Bible  says  i t ’s  not 
good to  be  a lone. a She’s  my he lper,  which means  I  need her 
he lp.  Grace  and I  are  d i f ferent ,  and those  di f ferences  make 
us  s t ronger  and better. 
	 Recent ly,  Grace  popped into my of f ice  and had a 
quest ion about  one of  the  k ids .  She made a  suggest ion 
about  how to handle  i t ,  and I  sa id  I  would check in 
with them, love  on them, invest  in  them, fa ther  them, 
and get  back to  her  on how to move forward.  She sa id , 
“That’s  a  great  idea .”  We agreed together,  but  I  took 
f i r s t  respons ibi l i ty.  I  don’t  boss  my wife  around.  She’s  a 
s t rong personal i ty,  so  i t  wouldn’t  work anyway.  After  30-
plus  years  of  marr iage ,  I ’ve  learned that  I  need to  honor, 
cher i sh,  and cons ider  her.  She has  wisdom and,  as  long 
as  we agree ,  we’re  probably  in  God’s  wi l l .  When we make 
a  uni f ied dec i s ion,  espec ia l ly  about  our  k ids ,  they can’t 
d iv ide  and conquer  by turning mom and dad aga inst 
each other.  Then,  as  the  head of  the  fami ly,  I  take  f i r s t 
respons ibi l i ty  for  the  implementat ion and execut ion of  the 
dec i s ion because  God holds  me f i r s t ly  respons ib le .
	 Going back to  the  or ig ina l  head,  Adam, Romans 5:12-
21 says  that  we’re  a l l  born in  Adam, and Chri s t ians  are 
born aga in in  Jesus .  We go f rom Adam being our  head in 
death to  Jesus  be ing our  head in  l i fe .  When Adam and Eve 
s inned in the  garden,  who technica l ly  s inned f i r s t ?  Eve 
did.  She par took of  the  f rui t  and gave  i t  to  her  pass ive 
husband,  who had abdicated hi s  ro le  as  head of  household. 
The interes t ing thing i s ,  a s  soon as  he  abdicated hi s  ro le , 
who showed up to  replace  him? Satan.  I f  you’re  not  head 
of  your  household,  Satan wi l l  be .  Then,  God shows up to 
hold them accountable ,  but  who does  He ca l l  out  to  f i r s t ? 
Adam. He says ,  “Where  are  you?” b Eve  s inned f i r s t ,  but 
God goes  to  Adam because  he’s  f i r s t ly  respons ib le .  Eve  i s 

__________
a Genes i s  2 :18 b Genes i s  3 :9



respons ib le ,  but  Adam has  an addit ional  respons ibi l i ty. 
He wasn’t  only  supposed to  avoid s in ;  he  was  supposed to 
love  and protect  h i s  wi fe ,  and he didn’t .  He was  pass ive 
when he should’ve  been act ive .  As  head,  the  man takes 
respons ibi l i ty  even when i t ’s  not  hi s  faul t .
	 I ’ l l  g ive  you an example .  My kids  volunteer  in  what 
our  church ca l l s  “The Backyard,”  where  a l l  the  k iddos  have 
fun and learn about  Jesus  every  week.  One l i t t le  boy was 
be ing di f f icul t  to  manage,  caus ing t rouble ,  and wear ing 
out  the  volunteers .  The dad was  to ld  and sa id ,  “Wel l , 
that’s  my son,  and he’s  my respons ibi l i ty.  I ’ l l  take  care  of 
i t .”  He took the  boy home,  ta lked to  him,  t ra ined him,  and 
brought  him back.  Next  t ime they walked in ,  the  dad sa id , 
“Ok,  go ahead,”  and the  son sa id ,  “I ’m sorry,  I  apologize 
for  act ing bad.”  The kid owned i t ,  repented,  and was 
hear t fe l t .  The dad sa id ,  “Son,  I  to ld  you how to behave . 
I ’m going to  check in  with the  teacher,  and i f  you’re  not 
doing what  I  to ld  you to  do,  you’l l  have  to  dea l  with me 
because  I ’m your  dad.”  Guess  what?  The kid changed his 
behavior  quickly  because  hi s  dad took respons ibi l i ty. 
	 Even i f  i t ’s  not  your  faul t ,  a s  a  fa ther,  your  k id i s 
s t i l l  your  respons ibi l i ty.  This  i s  where  fa ther ing can get 
overwhelming and exhaust ing.  When your  k ids  are  l i t t le , 
they’ l l  phys ica l ly  wear  you out .  That’s  why God gave 
chi ldren to  young people .  When they get  o lder,  they’re 
more  emotional ly  exhaust ing – re la t ionships ,  process ing, 
hea l ing up,  ta lk ing to  them, and coaching them. Being 
a  fa ther  i s  a  one-way re la t ionship.  The Father  i s  not  in 
Heaven say ing,  “If  you ser ve  me,  I ’ l l  ser ve  you.  I f  you g ive 
to  me,  I ’ l l  g ive  to  you.”  Grace  i s  l i tera l ly  one-way love . 
The Father  g ives  us  grace  and,  as  fa thers ,  we’re  g iv ing 
grace ,  which means  we’re  a lways  pour ing out . 
	 Let’s  look at  the  example  of  Jesus .  He died on the 
cross  in  our  p lace  for  our  s ins .  Were  our  s ins  His  faul t ? 
No.  Did He make us  s in?  No.  Did He make our  s in  His 
respons ibi l i ty?  Yes .  That’s  what  i t  means  to  be  the  head. 
Even i f  i t ’s  not  your  faul t ,  i t ’s  your  respons ibi l i ty  to  ra i se 
your  k ids  to  grow up and have  the i r  own fami ly  and take 
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respons ibi l i ty  for  themselves .  I f  you have  the  Father’s  hear t 
toward your  chi ldren,  the  Father  wi l l  he lp  you and g ive 
you grace .  He wi l l  fa ther  you so  you can father  them. 

COVENANT VS.  CONTRACT

	 There’s  a  b ig  di f ference  between a  covenant 
re la t ionship and a  contract  re la t ionship.  A contract  i s 
between two people ;  a  covenant  i s  between three  people , 
inc luding the  Lord.  In a  marr iage  covenant ,  God i s  the 
third person.  In a  contract ,  I  seek my wi l l ;  in  a  covenant , 
we seek God’s  wi l l .  In  a  contract ,  per formance i s  recorded; 
in  a  covenant ,  we ser ve  each other.  This  i s  why some men 
who exce l  a t  bus iness ,  spor ts ,  and the  mi l i tar y  s t ruggle 
with personal  re la t ionships .  In a  contract ,  fa i lure  i s 
punished;  in  a  covenant ,  no record of  wrongs  i s  kept .  A 
contract  i s  usua l ly  a  win- lose  re la t ionship;  a  covenant  i s 
genera l ly  a  win-win re la t ionship.  A contract  leads  to  a 
profess ional  re la t ionship;  a  covenant  leads  to  a  personal 
re la t ionship.
	 Relat ionships  are  e i ther  contract  (profess ional )  or 
covenant  (personal ) .  Of  the  two,  which are  men genera l ly 
the  s t rongest  a t ?  Usual ly,  the  profess ional .  As  they’re 
growing up,  they do the i r  homework to  earn a  GPA.  Then, 
they play  spor ts  and t r y  to  be  a  s tar ter  ra ther  than r ide  the 
bench.  I f  they go into the  mi l i tar y  or  the  workforce ,  they 
have  to  do the i r  job and have  a  per formance rev iew.  Have 
you ever  seen the  guy who wins  at  work and loses  a t  home 
by taking the  profess ional  and contractua l  and br inging i t 
home to  hi s  fami ly?  Have you ever  t r ied to  run your  fami ly 
l ike  a  mi l i tar y  unit ,  spor ts  team,  or  bus iness ?
	 Let  me te l l  you maybe the  s tupidest  th ing I ’ve  ever 
sa id  to  my wife ,  and there  are  a  lot  of  contenders .  We 
were  arguing one t ime,  and I  looked at  her  and sa id ,  “If 
you worked for  me,  I  would’ve  f i red you a  long t ime ago.” 
That  was  not  a  foreplay  moment  in  our  re la t ionship.  It 
was  a  co ld night  at  the  Driscol l  house .  She looked at  me 
and sa id ,  “That’s  the  problem.  I ’m your  wi fe ,  not  your 



employee .”  In my hear t ,  I  was  thinking contractua l ly  and 
profess ional ly,  that  i f  I  do something for  her,  she  should 
do something for  me.  I  was  be ing se l f i sh  and not  a  ser vant .
	 Converse ly,  do you know a  guy who’s  h ighly  re la t ional , 
warm, loving,  and t rust ing,  so  he  wins  at  home but  loses 
a t  work?  He loves  everyone,  cares ,  forg ives ,  and i s  k ind 
and generous .  But  he  doesn’t  know how to profess ional ly 
button things  up l ike  a  contract ,  so  he  gets  gutted. 
	 Here’s  the  big  idea :  Contracts  are  for  profess ional 
re la t ionships  with your  coworkers .  Covenants  are  for 
personal  re la t ionships  with your  wi fe  and kids .  In most 
cases ,  you can’t  br ing home the  way you win at  work 
because  you’l l  lose  a t  home,  and you can’t  br ing to  work 
the  way you win at  home because  you’l l  lose  a t  work.  You 
l i tera l ly  have  to  change your  mind when you walk in  the 
door  a f ter  your  workday.  Before  I ’d  go home,  I  used to 
s top in  the  neighborhood and,  before  walking in  the  door, 
pray  for  the  Lord to  change my mindset  to  personal  f rom 
profess ional  and to  covenant  f rom contract .  I  go home not 
to  win but  to  ser ve .  It ’s  a  d i f ferent  mindset .  I f  you have  a 
covenant  marr iage  and covenant  fami ly,  the  end resul t  wi l l 
be  covenant  fa ther ing. 

FATHERLESSNESS IS A CULTURAL CRISIS

	 Going back to  Malachi ,  r ight  before  God says  nothing 
scr iptura l ly  for  400 years ,  here  are  the  las t  words  of  the 
Old Testament a:  “Look,  I  am sending you the  prophet 
El i jah before  the  great  and dreadful  day of  the  Lord 
arr ives .  His  preaching wi l l  turn the  hear t s  of  fa thers  to 
the i r  chi ldren,  and the  hear t s  of  chi ldren to  the i r  fa thers . 
Otherwise  I  wi l l  come and s t r ike  the  land with a  curse .” 
This  means  God the  Father  has  a  hear t  for  you and wants 
you to  have  a  hear t  for  your  chi ld .  He wants  that  chi ld’s 
hear t  to  love  you l ike  you love  Him. If  men don’t  love 
the  Father  and don’t  have  the  Father’s  hear t ,  the  whole 
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generat ion of  the  whole  nat ion i s  cursed.
	 Do men have  a  hear t  for  sex?  I ’ve  only  seen two kinds 
of  men who don’t  l ike  sex  –  dead men and l iar s .  Al l  men 
l ike  sex ;  some men love  a  woman;  few men love  chi ldren. 
Severa l  recent  e lect ions  have  shown our  country  rea l ly 
loves  to  k i l l  babies .  A whole  bunch of  people  have  dec ided 
we l ike  sex ;  we might  l ike  the  person we have  sex  with,  but 
we rea l ly  don’t  l ike  k ids .  We have  a  whole  nat ion where 
men don’t  have  the  Father  hear t  of  God or  a  hear t  for 
chi ldren.  Father les sness  i s  a  cul tura l  cr i s i s .  We are  cursed.
	 The census  te l l s  us  there  are  18.5 mi l l ion chi ldren 
growing up r ight  now without  a  fa ther  in  my nat ion. 
Our country  has  the  highest  percentage  of  fa ther les sness 
of  any major  nat ion on planet  ear th.  In addit ion,  25% 
of  chi ldren go to  bed with no father  in  the  home.  The 
major i ty  of  chi ldren born to  women 30 and younger  are 
born out  of  wedlock,  and the  major i ty  of  them never  have 
a  fa ther  l iv ing in  the  home.  85% of  teens  with a  behaviora l 
d i sorder  do not  have  a  fa ther.  70% of  adolescents  in  drug 

and a lcohol  t reatment  do not 
have  a  fa ther.  90% of  homeless 
and runaway chi ldren do not 
have  a  fa ther.  I f  a  chi ld  doesn’t 
have  a  fa ther  in  the  home, 

they are  f ive  t imes  more  l ike ly  to  l ive  in  pover ty  and nine 
t imes  more  l ike ly  to  drop out  of  school .  Boys  ra i sed in  a 
s ingle-parent  household are  more  than twice  as  l ike ly  to  be 
incarcerated than boys  ra i sed in  an intact ,  marr ied home, 
even af ter  control l ing for  d i f ferences  in  parenta l  income, 
educat ion,  race ,  and ethnic i ty,  according to  research by 
Pr inceton’s  Sara  McLanahan. 49

	 A summary of  the  la tes t  research on father les sness 
s ta tes ,  “Single-mother  fami l ies  are  about  f ive  t imes  as 
l ike ly  to  exper ience  pover ty  as  marr ied-parent  fami l ies . 
In  2015,  7 .5  percent  of  marr ied-couple  fami l ies  were 
in  pover ty,  compared to  36.5 percent  of  s ingle-mother 
fami l ies ,  and 22.0 percent  of  s ingle- father.” 50

	 The presence  of  a  fa ther  makes  a l l  the  di f ference  in 

I ’ve only seen two 

kinds of men who 

don’t like sex - 

dead men and liars.



the  wor ld.  What  would your  l i fe  be  l ike  i f  God the  Father 
wasn’t  in  i t ?  Just  l ike  you need a  good Father  in  your  l i fe , 
k ids  need a  good father  in  the i r  l ives .  Even a  good dad 
i s  a  bad mom, and even a  good mom is  a  bad dad.  My 
sons  would not  have  made i t  with just  a  mother.  They 
would’ve  di shonored,  d i s respected,  or  d i s regarded her, 
or  they would’ve  been over-mothered,  under- fathered, 
and very  sof t .  That’s  what  we’re  see ing cul tura l ly.  The 
current  generat ion has  record menta l  hea l th  i s sues ,  therapy 
dependence,  prescr ipt ion drugs ,  depress ion,  and anxiety. 
That’s  what  happens  when you don’t  have  a  fa ther  around; 
you have  no secur i ty.  Your  conf idence  i s  borrowed f rom 
your  fa ther  unt i l  you get  your  own,  and your  fa ther  he lps 
to  s t rengthen you. 
	 The corre la t ion between worse  men and worse 
menta l  hea l th  i s  c lear  i f  you look through the  lens  of 
Scr ipture  and God’s  d iv ine  des ign for  hea l thy fami l ies 
and generat ions .  Without  godly  husbands  and fathers 
to  protect  and provide ,  Gal lup research has  shown that 
depress ion rates  are  a t  an a l l - t ime high,  increas ing 
annual ly,  e spec ia l ly  among the  younger  generat ions . 51 

MORE FATHERS,  LESS GOVERNMENT

	 A whole  generat ion of  feminism says ,  “We don’t  need 
the  men.”  Yeah,  you do.  God,  in  His  d iv ine  wisdom, br ings 
chi ldren into the  wor ld through a  man and a  woman,  and 
they’re  supposed to  ra i se  that  chi ld  together  because  the 
chi ld  needs  a  mother  and father  who are  husband and wife .
	 For  the  s ingle  guys ,  you rea l ly  need to  think through 
the  second most  important  dec i s ion you’re  ever  going to 
make – i .e . ,  who wi l l  be  your  wi fe?  The most  important 

dec i s ion i s  who’s  your  God.  You need 
Jesus ,  but  then you need a  wi fe . 
When you’re  p icking a  wi fe ,  don’t 
jus t  th ink about  a  good t ime,  think 
about  a  good legacy.  Don’t  jus t  ask  i f 
she’s  good in bed.  Ask i f  she’ l l  be 
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good ra i s ing your  chi ldren and loving your  grandchi ldren. 
And don’t  over look godly  s ingle  mothers  who are  widows, 
have  had a  bad man walk out ,  or  have  made some mistakes 
but  have  come to  Jesus  and repentance  and could be  a 
wonder ful  and loya l  wi fe  and mother. 
	 Finding a  woman who loves  God and chi ldren i s 
get t ing increas ingly  more  di f f icul t .  A research survey 
di scovered that  “ . . .over  ha l f  (57%) of  young men without 
chi ldren say  they want  chi ldren one day,  whi le  a  smal ler 
share  of  young women without  k ids  (45%) sa id  the 
same.” 52 One pol l  found 
that  one in  four  young 
adult s  has  dec ided that 
they wi l l  never  have  any 
chi ldren. 53

	 In  the  Bible ,  barrenness  was  a  devastat ing gr ie f,  a s  was 
the  case  with people  l ike  Abraham and Sarah,  Samson’s 
parents ,  and John the  Bapt izer’s  parents ,  El izabeth and 
Zechar iah.  Luke 1:25 (NLT) says  of  El izabeth,  “ ‘How 
kind the  Lord i s ! ’  she  exc la imed.  ‘He has  taken away my 
disgrace  of  having no chi ldren.’”  Today,  there  i s  a  d i sdain 
for  chi ldhood that  runs  so  deep that  the  leading cause  of 
death i s  abor t ion. 
	 In  Malachi ,  God rebukes  men who do not  want  to  love 
the i r  wives  and ra i se  the i r  k ids .  He says ,  in  e f fect ,  “You 
know what?  You marr ied her  and got  her  pregnant ,  but  you 
don’t  care  about  her,  and you don’t  care  about  your  k ids . 
You marr ied a  ga l  who dr ives  you crazy,  and she  doesn’t 
love  the  Lord,  so  now your  k ids  don’t  love  the  Lord.  You 
just  punched your  own legacy in  the  face .” 
	 I f  you’re  a  husband,  fa ther,  or  grandfather,  your 
investment  and involvement  in  your  fami ly  i s  an 
economic,  academic ,  soc ia l ,  sp i r i tua l ,  and mora l  b les s ing 
for  generat ions .  There’s  no such thing as  a  per fect  ear thly 
fa ther,  but  the  presence  of  a  fa ther  who i s  t r y ing i s  a 
mirac le .  Your  Heavenly  Father  wi l l  honor  and bless  that 
e f for t .  When someone gets  marr ied,  we should ce lebrate 
that .  When a  chi ld  i s  born,  we should re jo ice  in  that . 

When you’re picking a 
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about a good time, think 
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When fathers  are  act ivated and take  respons ibi l i ty,  that’s  a 
b les s ing to  women and chi ldren for  generat ions . 
	 I ’ve  sa id  i t  before  and made a  shir t  say ing,  “More 
Fathers .  Less  Government .”  Our cul ture  has  replaced 
fathers  with government .  Your  fa ther  should feed,  ra i se , 
d i sc ip l ine ,  and disc ip le  you.  Your  fa ther  should know you, 
love  you,  and protect  you.  Your  fa ther  should coach you 
and he lp you as  you get  o lder.  For  men who have  the  Spir i t 
of  God,  they have  the  Father  hear t  of  God.  God changes 
our  des i res ,  so  we want  to  be  fa thers  l ike  our  Heavenly 
Father. 
	 Socio logica l  research has  repeatedly  conf i rmed that 
people  who fo l low God’s  p lan for  marr iage  and fami ly  are 
actua l ly  the  happies t  of  a l l : 

	 The gold-s tandard in  soc ia l  sc ience  research,  the 
	 50-plus-year-o ld Genera l  Socia l  Survey (GSS) ,  te l l s 
	 us  that  i t ’s  marr ied women and men who are  mothers 
	 and fathers  who repor t  the  highest  leve l s  of  be ing 
	 “very  happy.” . . .a  combinat ion of  marr iage  and 
	 parenthood i s  l inked to  the  biggest  happiness 
	 d iv idends  for  women.  Among marr ied women with 
	 chi ldren between the  ages  of  18 and 55,  40% repor ted 
	 they are  “very  happy,”  compared to  25% of  marr ied 
	 chi ld les s  women,  and just  22% of  unmarr ied chi ld les s 
	 women[. ] . . . It  i s  unmarr ied mothers  who repor t 
	 be ing leas t  l ike ly  to  be  “very  happy” with only  17% 
	 of  them repor t ing thi s . . .”  In ear l ier  surveys ,  we found 
	 that  women who were  marr ied with chi ldren were 
	 genera l ly  the  happies t  and the  leas t  lonely” . . .What 
	 does  the  research data  look l ike  for  men?  It  revea l s 
	 marr ied fathers ,  with a l l  other  l i fe - factors  be ing 
	 equal ,  are  more  than twice  as  l ike ly  to  repor t  be ing 
	 “very  happy” compared to  the i r  chi ld les s  and 
	 unmarr ied peers . . .By contras t  unmarr ied chi ld les s 
	 men,  and espec ia l ly  unmarr ied fathers  are  the  leas t 
	 happy—with les s  than 15% of  these  men say ing they 
	 are  “very  happy.” 54
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	 Most  people  be l ieve  the  myth that  more  money wi l l 
make someone happier.  However,  “What  s tudy af ter  s tudy 
has  found i s  that  a  good marr iage  and fami ly  are  the 
greate s t  boosters  of  happiness  –  far  more  than a  pay ra i se . 
And i t ’s  not  even c lose .” 55 56 
	 I f  you are  a  husband and father  with kids  l iv ing under 
your  roof,  these  are  the  good old days .  Fatherhood i s  a 
hard and exhaust ing job.  Economica l ly,  i t  doesn’t  make 
sense  to  have  a  lot  of  k ids .  I  have  f ive  k ids ,  and I  love 
them with a l l  my hear t .  When the  k ids  were  l i t t le ,  I  loved 
i t .  When they were  in  the i r  teen years ,  I  actua l ly  loved 
i t .  Now that  they’re  a l l  l aunching or  about  to  launch,  I 
s t i l l  love  i t .  I  rea l ly  love  be ing a  dad.  Now that  our  k ids 
are  growing,  launching the i r  own fami l ies ,  and adding 
grandkids  to  the  best  season of  our  l ives ,  I  could not 
fa thom a deeper  joy.  I  have  had the  pr iv i lege  of  t rave l ing 
the  wor ld to  preach in  dozens  of  nat ions ,  have  seen God 
show up over  and over  in  supernatura l  ways ,  and nothing 
i s  more  joyful  and wonder ful  than s i t t ing at  our  dinner 
table  and praying together  before  a  meal  to  then laugh 
throughout  i t .  I f  your  k ids  know you love  them and you’re 
t r y ing,  that’s  90% of  the  bat t le .  Don’t  be  di scouraged,  and 
don’t  be  di s suaded.  I  do not  know anyone more  b les sed 
than me,  and God’s  way i s  s t i l l  the  best  way. 
	 To enjoy your  k ids  and grandkids ,  they need you 
to  he lp ra i se  them. There  was  a  non-Chris t ian named 
Dr.  Spock who dominated parenta l  theory  for  an ent i re 
generat ion.  He sa id  people  are  bas ica l ly  good,  and 
he didn’t  be l ieve  in  or ig ina l  s in  and the  Fa l l .  He sa id 
chi ldren s imply  need high se l f -es teem to achieve  the i r 
fu l l  potent ia l .  They don’t  need disc ip l ine ,  correct ion,  or 
parent ing.  They’re  good,  we just  need them to think good 
about  themselves ,  and they’ l l  grow up and do good.  How 
did that  work?  Al l  those  k ids  are  ent i t led,  se l f - r ighteous 
soc ia l  jus t ice  warr iors  r ight  now.  That’s  exact ly  what 
happened.  They have  a  very  high se l f -es teem,  and they fee l 
rea l ly  good about  the i r  r iot ing.  Today,  th i s  nonsense  i s 
ca l led “gent le  parent ing,”  which doesn’t  work. 



	 Chi ldren don’t  ra i se  themselves ;  they need to  be 
ra i sed,  inst ructed,  corrected,  and directed.  Mainstream 
media ,  educat ion,  and cul ture  have  l ied to  us .  In a lmost 
every  s ingle  movie ,  dad i s  the  id iot ,  mom is  carr y ing the 
load,  and the  pet  saves  the  day with the  chi ld .  In s i tcoms, 
the  husband and father  are  the  buf foon and the  butt  of 
the  jokes .  He’s  the  problem,  not  the  so lut ion.  We’re  to ld 
in  col lege  that  men are  the  problem,  not  the  so lut ion. 
Cultura l ly,  there’s  been a  pervas ive ,  demonic  l ie  that 
Chri s t ian men are  no di f ferent  than other  men.  That’s  not 
t rue .  Father les sness  i s  a  cul tura l  cr i s i s  and godly  men are 
the  so lut ion.  I f  there  were  more  godly  fa thers ,  there  would 
be  le s s  cr ime and pover ty. 

CHRISTIAN MEN ARE, STATISTICALLY,  THE BEST 
FATHERS

	 Ear l ier  in  the  book,  we ta lked about  Dr.  Bradford 
Wilcox,  a  soc io logi s t  a t  the  Univers i ty  of  Virg inia  and the 
leading soc io logi s t  on marr iage ,  fa thers ,  fa i th ,  and fami ly. 
Every  year,  when Father’s  Day comes  around,  he’s  the  guy 
they have  wri te  the  spec ia l  repor t  for  news out le t s  l ike 
The Wal l  Stree t  Journal .  He’s  got  an ent i re  organizat ion 
dedicated to  researching fatherhood.  His  work culminated 
in  a  book ca l led Sof t  Patr iarchs ,  New Men:  How 
Chri s t iani ty  Shape s  Father s  and Husbands .
	 We’ve  been to ld that  Chri s t ian men divorce  at  the 
same rate  as  non-Chris t ian men.  No,  we don’t .  We’ve 
been to ld Chri s t ian men are  no bet ter  fa thers  than non-
Chris t ian men.  Yeah,  we are .  We’re  actua l ly  the  best 
husbands  and fathers .  We know we’re  not  per fect  because 
we have  the  Bible  and the  Holy  Spir i t ,  but  i f  we rea l ly 
cared about  women and chi ldren,  we’d want  a l l  men to 
read the  Bible  and be  f i l l ed with the  Spir i t  because  those 
men bless  women and chi ldren.
	 After  the  larges t  data  survey of  i t s  k ind,  Dr.  Wilcox 
found that  conservat ive  Protes tant  men with chi ldren 
are  cons i s tent ly  more  act ive  and express ive  with the i r 
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chi ldren. 57 He says :

	 What  about  fa therhood?  We see ,  once  aga in,  a . . .
	 pat tern where  [church]  at tending fathers  and 
	 a t tending Evangel ica l  Protes tant  dads ,  in  par t icular, 
	 a re  more  involved;  they’re  more  a f fect ionate ,  and 
	 they’re  s t r ic ter  with the i r  k ids .  We can see ,  for 
	 ins tance ,  in  youth-re la ted act iv i t ie s  that  act ive 
	 Evangel ica l  dads  spend about  3 .5  hours  more  per  week 
	 compared to  unaf f i l ia ted dads  and that  act ive  mainl ine 
	 Protes tant  dads  spend about  two hours  more  per  week 
	 in  such act iv i t ie s .  With a f fect ion,  descr ibed as  hugging 
	 and pra i s ing kids  very  of ten,  we see  that  i t ’s  [church] 
	 a t tendance that’s  the  dr iv ing force  rather  than 
	 t radi t ion,  where  both act ive  mainl ine  (43 percent) 
	 and Evangel ica l  (44 percent)  dads  are  very  a f fect ionate 
	 with the i r  k ids  and more  so  than unaf f i l ia ted dads 
	 (32 percent) . . .When I  measure  monitor ing of  chi ldren, 
	 we see  once  aga in thi s  k ind of  d i s t inct  act ive 
	 Evangel ica l  e f fect :  95 percent  of  act ive  Evangel ica l 
	 dads  know where  the i r  adolescents  are  in  the  a f ternoon 
	 and evenings ,  as  do 89 percent  of  act ive  mainl ine 
	 dads  and 86 percent  of  unaf f i l ia ted dads . . .Wives 
	 of  act ive  Evangel ica l  Protes tant  fami ly  men repor t 
	 the  highest  leve l s  of  happiness  with the  a f fect ion 
	 and the  unders tanding that  they rece ive  f rom 
	 husbands ,  and they are  fo l lowed fa i r ly  c lose ly  by 
	 wives  of  act ive  mainl ine  Protes tant  fami ly  men. 
	 Wives  of  unaf f i l ia ted fami ly  men repor t  the  lower 
	 l eve l s  of  happiness . . . the  wives  of  act ive  Evangel ica l 
	 Protes tant  fami ly  men repor t  the  lowest  leve l s 
	 of  v io lence  (2 .8  percent) ,  fo l lowed by the  wives  of 
	 unaf f i l ia ted men (3.2 percent)  and the  wives  of  act ive 
	 mainl ine  men (5.4 percent) .  In  thi s  case ,  there’s  a t 
	 l eas t  some ev idence  that  the  act ive  Evangel ica l 
	 Protes tant  men are  the  leas t  v io lent . . .We see  a  s imi lar 
	 pat tern when you turn to  divorce ,  where  both act ive 
	 Evangel ica l  and mainl ine  Protes tant  men are  35 



	 percent  le s s  l ike ly  to  divorce  compared to  unaf f i l ia ted 
	 fami ly  men,  but  the  nominal  Evangel ica l  Protes tant 
	 fami ly  men are  20 percent  more  l ike ly  to  divorce . . .The 
	 bottom l ine  i s  that  re l ig ion appears  to  domest icate 
	 men when i t  comes  to  marr iage . . . 58

	 What’s  cur ious  i s  that  Wilcox i s  not  a  Protes tant ;  he’s 
Cathol ic ,  but  he’s  doing the  research and says ,  “Oh,  those 
Jesus- loving Bible  guys  are  the  best  husbands  and fathers .” 
More hugs ,  more  k i s ses .  Your  hands  are  not  for  v io lence ; 
they’re  for  b les s ing.  You’re  holding your  daughter’s  hand, 
you’re  wrest l ing with your  son,  and you’re  p lay ing catch in 
the  f ront  yard.  You love  your  wi fe  and have  a  more  joyful 
home l i fe  with markedly  lower  odds  of  abuse  or  d ivorce . 
The progress ive  media  wi l l  never  te l l  you these  fact s 
because  the  Father  of  Lies  wants  to  di scourage  the  Father’s 
sons  f rom being fathers . 

YOU HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY

	 The lack of  good fathers  i s  perhaps  the  biggest  cul tura l 
cr i s i s  and caus ing most  every  other  cul tura l  cr i s i s . 59 Near ly 
a  quar ter  –  23% – of  American chi ldren grow up in a 
s ingle  parent  home,  and 80% of  s ingle  parent  homes  have 
only  a  mother.  The cyc le  of  fa ther les sness  and cr iminal i ty 
cont inues  as  a  generat ional  curse  with more  than 800,000 
of  America’s  two mi l l ion pr i soners  be ing parents  –  of 
whom 92% are  fa thers . 60 The consequences  create  cr i ses  for 
generat ions ,  as  th i s  summary revea l s .

Pover ty
	 •“Father les s  fami l ies  are  4  t imes  more  l ike ly  to  ra i se 
	   chi ldren in  pover ty.”
Menta l  i l lness/ suic ide
	 •“Chi ldren f rom s ingle-parent  fami l ies  are  twice 
	   a s  l ike ly  to  suf fer  f rom menta l  hea l th  and behaviora l 
	   problems as  those  l iv ing with marr ied parents .”
	 •“63% of  youth suic ides  are  f rom father les s  homes .”
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	 •“In one s tudy,  70% of  youth in  s tate-operated 
	   fac i l i t ie s  were  f rom s ingle-parent  homes .”
	 •“85% of  chi ldren who exhibi t  behaviora l  d i sorders  are 
	   f rom father les s  homes .” 
	 •“Chi ldren in  s ingle-parent  homes  have  near ly  f ive 
	   t imes  greater  chance  of  deve loping mood disorders 
	   than those  in  dual  parent  households .”
Drug use  and behaviora l  problems
	 •“Chi ldren without  fa thers  are  a l so  10 t imes  more 
	   l ike ly  to  abuse  chemica l  substances ,  and 71% of 
	   a l l  chi ldren who abuse  substances  come f rom 
	   fa ther les s  homes .”
	 •“75% of  pat ients  in  substance  abuse  centers  are  f rom 
	   fa ther les s  homes .” 
Educat ional  problems
	 •“71% of  high-school  dropouts  are  f rom father les s 
	   homes .”
	 •“Chi ldren with an act ive ly  engaged father  per form 
	   much better  in  school .  Some data  shows that  they are 
	   33% less  l ike ly  to  repeat  a  c las s  and 43% more l ike ly 
	   to  get  A’s  in  school .”
	 •“In a  s tudy of  56 school  shoot ings ,  only  10 of  the 
	   shooters  (18%) were  ra i sed in  a  s table  home with 
	   both bio logica l  parents .  82% grew up in e i ther  an 
	   unstable  fami ly  environment  or  grew up without 
	   both bio logica l  parents  together.”
	 •“In a  s tudy of  75 juveni le  de l inquents ,  66% 
	   exper ienced father les sness ,  20% had never  l ived with 
	   the i r  fa ther,  and 25% had an a lcohol ic  fa ther.” 61

	 I f  you’re  a  s ingle  man,  don’t  jus t  be  looking for  a  wi fe . 
Look for  a  wi fe  who wi l l  be  a  good mother  because  God 
i s  seeking godly  of f spr ing.  I f  you’re  an exhausted young 
father,  I  want  to  honor,  ce lebrate ,  and thank you.  Thank 
you for  be ing act ive .  Thank you for  be ing present .  Thank 
you for  be ing involved.  Thank you for  car ing.  Thank you 
for  t r y ing.  You’re  making a  di f ference .  For  those  of  us  who 
are  o lder  fa thers ,  we now have  an oppor tunity  to  coach up 



our  sons  to  become fathers .  We a l so  have  an oppor tunity 
to  encourage  the  younger  fa thers  and to  be  spir i tua l 
fa thers . 
	 Even i f  you don’t  have  bio logica l  chi ldren,  you can 
have  spir i tua l  inf luence .  Paul  was  never  a  phys ica l  fa ther, 
a s  far  as  we can te l l ,  but  he  ca l l s  Timothy, a Ti tus , b and 
Ones imus c “my sons .”  He says  to  the  church at  Corinth, 
“Even i f  you had ten thousand guardians  in  Chri s t ,  you 
do not  have  many fathers ,  for  in  Chri s t  Jesus  I  became 
your  fa ther  through the  gospel .” d Even i f  you don’t  have 
phys ica l  chi ldren,  you s t i l l  have  a  chance  to  leave  a  legacy 
and por tray  the  Father  hear t  of  God to  the  younger 
generat ions .  To be  a  good father,  you wi l l  need to  learn to 
s lay  the  dragon,  which i s  our  next  and f ina l  chapter. 
	  
Quest ions  for  Personal  Ref lect ion or  Group Discuss ion
	 1 .  I f  you had to  pick one word to  descr ibe  your  ear thly 
	     fa ther,  what  would i t  be?  Why?
	 2 .  Who are  some of  the  best  fa thers  you have  known? 
	     What  made them great  dads? 
	 3 .  Who has  ser ved as  a  sp i r i tua l  fa ther  to  you?  How 
	     were  they a  b les s ing to  you? 
	 4 .  Who i s  God asking you to  fa ther  or  spi r i tua l ly 
	     fa ther? 
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W hen our  chi ldren were  l i t t le ,  our  sons  l iked to  dress 
up l ike  warr iors  and have  p las t ic  sword batt le s .  At 

t imes ,  they would take  the i r  p las t ic  swords  to  the  s tore 
with us ,  putt ing them down the  back of  the i r  shi r t  into 
the i r  pants  as  a  sor t  of  toddler  concea led carr y.  Since  we 
l ived in  a  very  l ibera l  c i ty,  the  pac i f i s t s  who opposed a l l 
weapons  and conf l ic t s  would invar iably  g ive  us  the  s t ink 
eye  at  the  grocery  s tory.  On a  few occas ions ,  we were 
to ld  by gay couples  that  they di sapproved of  our  a l lowing 
sons  to  manifes t  v io lence ,  which reg i s tered a  zero on the 
Richter  sca le  of  our  car ing about  the i r  opinion. 
	 We taught  the  boys  to  not  f ight  g i r l s  and only  f ight 
bad guys .  They could a l so  pract ice  f ight ing on thei r 
f r iends  and other  good guys .  This  inc luded,  of  course ,  a 
lot  of  wrest l ing with dad when he got  home f rom work. 
	 One day,  my wife  Grace  and another  woman were 
v i s i t ing in  one room of  our  home whi le  the  k ids  p layed 
together  in  the  other  room. The kids  were  making a  lot 
of  noise ,  a s  k ids  do,  and then we a l l  heard one of  the  k ids 

le t  out  a  b loodcurdl ing 
scream. I  was  working 
upsta i r s ,  and upon 
hear ing the  chi ld’s 
scream, the  three  of  us 
parents  converged on 
the  p layroom where  the 

k ids  had been play ing.  A boy who was  v i s i t ing was  s i t t ing 
on the  f loor  screaming,  and the  adult s  t r ied to  f igure 
out  what  happened.  The boy was  f i r s t  to  te l l  h i s  s ide  of 
the  s tory,  accus ing my son of  “at tacking him.”  The boy’s 
mother  immediate ly  as sumed thi s  vers ion of  the  s tory  was 
r ight  and g lared at  me asking,  “What  are  you going to  do 
with your  son?”
	 I  to ld  her  that ,  before  I  rushed to  any conclus ions ,  I 
would ask  my son what  happened,  as  he’d  never  done what 
he  was  accused of.  Looking at  h im,  he  was  v i s ib ly  upset 
and to ld us ,  “He kept  hur t ing and shoving my l i t t le  s i s ter. 
I  kept  te l l ing him to s top.  My l i t t le  s i s ter  kept  cr y ing,  so 
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I  to ld  him i f  he  did not  s top,  I  was  going to  shove him to 
the  ground and make him stop hur t ing her.  He did not 
s top,  so  I  shoved him to the  ground and s tood between 
him and my l i t t le  s i s ter  to  protect  her.” 
	 I  then looked at  my son and to ld him I  was  proud 
of  him for  s t icking up for  a  l i t t le  g i r l .  I  to ld  the  mother, 
“You asked me what  I  am going to  do with my son.  I  am 
going to  go get  h im ice  cream as  a  reward.”  I  then got  him 
a  bowl  of  ice  cream, and he sat  down to eat  i t  whi le  the 
woman and her  son le f t ,  d i sagree ing with my parent ing. 
	 I f  you be l ieve  the  s tory l ine  of  the  Bible ,  a l l  o f  human 
his tory  i s  a  bat t le  between good and ev i l  and between 
God and Satan.  Everything rea l ly  fe l l  apar t  when a  dragon 
showed up,  and our  f i r s t  fa ther,  Adam, wasn’t  ready to 
f ight .  I  would submit  to  you that ,  in  United States  h i s tory 
and in Western cul ture ,  men are  in  a  weaker  pos i t ion than 
ever.
	 Let’s  s tar t  with some s tat i s t ic s .  Testosterone leve l s  for 
men have  fa l len one percent  every  year  s ince  1980. 62 That 
means  we’re  l ike  15-20 years  f rom men devolv ing into Care 
Bears .  In  addit ion,  the  Journal  o f  Hand Therapy  ta lks  about 
gr ip  s t rength. 63 Do you ever  shake a  guy’s  hand wonder ing 
i f  you can break him? One of  us  has  to  be  the  a lpha.  They 
tes ted i t  and sa id ,  today,  sons  have  weaker  gr ip  s t rength 
than thei r  fa thers ,  and men in the i r  20s  have  weaker  gr ip 
s t rength than thei r  grandmothers .  What  that  means  i s  i f 
you went  back in  t ime and wrest led your  grandma,  she’d 
whoop you.  What  we’re  see ing i s  l i tera l ly  the  bio logica l , 
emotional ,  psychologica l ,  and spir i tua l  deter iorat ion of 
mascul ini ty.
	 Here’s  another  concerning s tat i s t ic . 64 More  than a 
quar ter  –  27% – of  young men who would qual i fy  by age 
for  the  mi l i tar y  would not  pass  the  phys ica l .  Worse ,  75% 
of  young adult s  today would not  pass  the  requirements 
for  the  mi l i tar y  because  of  psychologica l ,  emotional , 
or  phys ica l  def ic iencies .  Can you imagine i f  America 
was  invaded?  We’d have  drag queens  throwing spr inkled 
cupcakes  a t  invaders  hoping for  v ic tory.  We’re  not  in  a 



posi t ion of  s t rength.  I f  you’re  of fended,  I  can’t  be l ieve 
i t ’s  taken thi s  long,  and you must’ve  picked up the  wrong 
book.  In addit ion,  the  average  sperm count  for  men i s 
down 50% in 40 years .  Our cul ture  has  l i tera l ly  reduced 
and diminished mascul ini ty  and v i r i l i ty.  Unless  something 
changes ,  there  won’t  be  any men le f t .
	 In  addit ion,  Gen Z i s  menta l ly  get t ing weaker. 65 20% 
have  a  regular  therapis t ,  39% are  in  therapy weekly,  42% 
have a  d iagnosed menta l  hea l th  i s sue ,  and 57% are  taking 
medicat ion for  some sor t  of  emotional  compl icat ion.  The 
big  i s sues  are  anxiety  and depress ion.  To s tate  the  obvious , 
i f  young men are  not  running into the  future ,  Western 
c iv i l i zat ion has  no future . 
	 We l ive  in  an increas ingly  woke wor ld that  creates 
increas ingly  weak men.  But  ev i l  doesn’t  s top i t se l f ,  so 
we good men need to  s top i t .  Sin and death don’t  s top 
themselves ,  so  ev i l  men wi l l  cont inue unless  God’s  men 
do something di f ferent .  For  the  younger  men,  thi s  des i re 
for  mascul ini ty  and longing for  s t rength plays  out  in 
fake  bat t le s  in  v ideo games .  Vir tua l  rea l i ty  i s  where  boys 
pretend to  be  men.  Pornography i s  where  boys  pretend 

to  be  men.  So much of  the 
dig i ta l  wor ld appea l s  to  the 
mascul ine  des i res  within 
men – to  conquer,  love ,  and 
have  conf l ic t  or  p leasure  – 
but  instead of  having to  be  a 

man and enter  the  rea l  wor ld with s t ruggle  and pain to  get 
a  pr ize ,  we have  a  lot  of  counter fe i t s  l eading to  a  cul tura l 
cr i s i s  and a  dec l ine  of  rea l  dudes . 

JESUS IS A GOOD MAN AND THE GOD-MAN

	 Let’s  look,  once  aga in,  a t  Jesus ,  the  greates t  man in 
the  hi s tory  of  the  wor ld.  What  does  and should a  man 
look l ike?  Jesus .  We worship Jesus ,  fo l low Jesus ,  and s ing 
to  Jesus ,  our  a l leg iance  i s  to  Jesus ,  our  hope i s  in  the 
Resurrect ion of  Jesus ,  and our  eyes  are  f ixed on the  Second 
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Coming of  Jesus .  The good news for  us  i s  that  God became 
a  man,  so  now we know what  men are  supposed to  look 
l ike :  good men look l ike  the  God man. 
	 Jesus  i s  the  most  s igni f icant  man in the  hi s tory  of  the 
wor ld.  More songs  have  been sung to  Him, more  paint ings 
pa inted regarding Him, more  l ives  devoted to  Him, and 
more  books  wri t ten about  Him than anyone who has  l ived 
in  the  hi s tory  of  the  wor ld.  No one i s  in  the  same category 
as  Jesus  Chri s t .  Chri s t iani ty  i s  the  biggest  movement  of 
any sor t  or  k ind in  the  hi s tory  of  the  wor ld.  Bi l l ions  today 
c la im to be  fo l lowers  of  Jesus  Chri s t .  The reason you’re 
reading thi s  book i s  because  you want  to  be  a  man l ike 
Jesus  Chri s t ,  or  someone gave  you thi s  book in hopes  that 
you’l l  act ivate  and l ive  more  l ike  Jesus 
Chri s t . 
	 We even measure  t ime by His  l i fe : 
B.C.  i s  “Before  Chri s t ,”  and A.D.  i s 
Anno Domini ,  or  “The Year  of  Our 
Lord.”  There’s  no one as  b ig  as  Jesus . 
There’s  no one as  marve lous  as  Jesus . 
Even the  greates t  l eaders  in  wor ld hi s tory  have  echoed 
thi s  t ruth.  Napoleon sa id ,  “I  know men and I  te l l  you 
that  Jesus  Chri s t  i s  no mere  man.  Between Him and every 
other  person in the  wor ld there  i s  no poss ib le  term of 
compar i son.  Alexander,  Caesar,  Char lemagne,  and I  have 
founded empires .  But  on what  did we res t  the  creat ion of 
our  genius?  Upon force .  Jesus  Chri s t  founded His  empire 
upon love ;  and at  th i s  hour  mi l l ions  of  men would die  for 
Him.” 66 What  Napoleon sa id  i s  r ight  –  there’s  Jesus  and 
there’s  everyone e l se .  There’s  one man,  and then there’s 
every  other  man.  That’s  why Time  named Jesus  not  just 
Man of  the  Year  but  Man of  the  Mil l ennium . 67

JESUS IS A LION AND A LAMB

	 As  we near  the  end of  thi s  book,  I  want  to  rev i s i t 
something we touched on previous ly.  What  does  i t  look 
l ike  for  you to  be  more  l ike  Jesus?  Jesus  i s  both a  tough 
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l ion and a  tender  lamb.  Reve lat ion 5:5-6 says ,  “Weep no 
more ;  behold,  the  Lion of  the  t r ibe  of  Judah,  the  Root 
of  David,  has  conquered[ . ]…And between the  throne 
and the  four  l iv ing creatures  and among the  e lders  I  saw 
a  Lamb standing,  as  though i t  had been s la in…” Here’s 
the  big  idea :  Jesus  i s  both s imultaneous ly,  per fect ly,  and 
cont inual ly  both l ion and lamb.  A l ion i s  tough,  and a 
lamb i s  tender.  The God-man i s  both,  and a  good man 
must  learn to  be  both.
	 We’l l  s tar t  with the  tough l ions .  Do you fee l  more 
l ike  a  l ion?  Lions  l ike  hardship,  advers i ty,  conf l ic t ,  and 
war.  A l ion i s  the  k ing of  the  jungle .  What  does  the  l ion 
eat?  Whatever  he  wants .  To the  l ion,  the  p lanet  i s  jus t  a 
buf fet .  He eats  whatever  he  wants  –  buf fa lo ,  wi ld  hogs , 
and even e lephants .  Nothing can s top a  l ion.  Some guys 
are  more  l ion-hear ted.  Bui l t  for  bat t le ,  they’re  tough, 
res i l i ent ,  enduring,  and overcoming.  I f  they hear  gunshots , 
they’re  running s t ra ight  a t  them whi le  everyone e l se  wets 
themselves  and runs  away.  
	 When,  in  the  l i fe  of  Jesus ,  was  He a  l ion?
	 One example  i s  when He f l ipped the  tables  in  the 
Temple . a He goes  to  the  Temple  and the  re l ig ious  guys 
are  r ipping people  of f.  He gets  angry,  f l ips  over  a  table , 
and the  Gospel  accounts  say  He makes  a  whip.  You know 
you’re  rea l ly  angry  i f  you’re  l ike ,  “I ’m going to  whip you, 
but  f i r s t  I  have  to  make the  whip.”  Jesus  i s  a  whip maker, 
and then He goes  around whipping re l ig ious  people .  He’s 
angry.  He’s  a  l ion. 
	 Another  example  i s  when He’s  cruci f ied. b How much 
s t rength does  i t  take  to  die  a  horr i fy ing death when 
you could just  ca l l  down an angel ic  leg ion of  ange l s  to 
ev i scerate  your  enemies?  Instead,  you just  harness  a l l 
your  s t rength,  not  to  do harm toward anyone but  to  br ing 
sa lvat ion for  anyone.  Jesus  demonstrates  power  under 
control  for  the  benef i t  of  someone e l se .  In  thi s  scenar io , 
He’s  a  meek l ion – but  a  l ion nonetheless . 
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	 A f ina l  example  of  Jesus  as  a  l ion i s  when He’s  tempted 
by Satan. a Jesus  has  fas ted for  40 days ,  and Satan shows 
up for  a  f ight .  You might  be  thinking,  “I ’ve  fas ted for 
40 minutes .”  He’s  gone 40 days  without  food!  He’s  in 
the  wi lderness  a lone.  Satan shows up to  tempt Him, 
shows Him a l l  the  k ingdoms and pleasures  of  the  wor ld 
and says ,  “Al l  these  I  wi l l  g ive  you,  i f  you fa l l  down and 
worship me.” b Jesus  he ld His  ground as  a  l ion.  This  was 
war fare  –  spir i tua l ,  menta l ,  phys ica l ,  emotional .  After 
40 days  of  fas t ing a lone in  the  deser t ,  He i s  exhausted 
and overwhelmed,  but  He s t i l l  f ights  the  good f ight . 
Ult imate ly,  in  that  bat t le ,  i t  was  not  Jesus  but  Satan who 
surrendered and depar ted.  He knew he was  defeated. 
	 As  you look at  the  l i fe  of  Jesus ,  you’l l  see  some 
moments  of  s t rength,  profound courage ,  and mascul ini ty. 
Some of  the  words  used to  descr ibe  His  emotional  l i fe 
inc lude “ indignant ,” c “angry,” d “zea lous ,” e and 
“pass ionate .” f

	 Are  you a  l ion?  Here’s  a  l i t t le  tes t  for  you:  Your 
favor i te  advice  i s ,  “Suck i t  up,  get  over  i t ,  rub some dir t 
on i t .”  You’re  low empathy.  Is  the  major i ty  of  the  prote in 
in  your  diet  k i l l ed by you?  That’s  a  l ion.  Your  Trini ty 
i s  Cl int  Eastwood,  John Wayne,  and Sylves ter  Sta l lone. 
You’ve  accepted Chuck Norr i s  into your  hear t .  I f  that’s 
you,  you’re  a  l ion. 
	 Jesus  was  a l so  a  lamb.  When Jesus  arr ived,  John the 
Bapt izer  saw Him on the  hor izon and sa id ,  “Behold,  the 
Lamb of  God,  who takes  away the  s in  of  the  wor ld !” g 
Do lambs run to  or  run f rom a  f ight?  Run f rom; they’re 
pac i f i s t s .  Do lambs l ive  indoors  or  outdoors?  Outdoors . 
They’re  homeless .  Do they eat  meat  or  grass ?  Grass . 
They’re  vegetar ians .  So,  lambs are  hippies ;  they’re 
homeless ,  pac i f i s t  vegetar ians .  That’s  a  lamb.  Lambs are  so 
soothing that  when you have  a  k id and you want  them to 
s leep at  night ,  you te l l  them to count  sheep.  You don’t  te l l 
__________
a Matthew 4:1-11 b Matthew 4:9 c Mark 10:14,  NIV d Mark 3:5,  ESV, 
NKJV,  HCSB,  NLT e John 2:17,  ESV,  HCSB,  NIV f John 2:17,  NLT 
g John 1:29



them to count  l ions  unless  you’re  a  horr ib le  fa ther  with a 
t raumat ized chi ld .  “Just  count  b loodthirs ty  l ions ,  and I ’m 
sure  you’l l  go to  s leep in  17 years .”  We te l l  k ids  to  count 
sheep because  there’s  nothing sa fer  and more  reassur ing 

than sheep.  Did you ever  go 
to  Sunday School  as  a  k id , 
and they’re  l ike ,  “Hey,  le t’s 
make a  lamb.  Take a  cotton 
ba l l ,  g lue  i t  on.  That’s  l ike 

Jesus .  So sweet .” 
	 Where  in  Jesus’  l i fe  was  He a  tender  lamb? 
	 One example  i s  when He wept .  This  i s  the  shor tes t 
verse  in  the  Bible .  His  buddy Lazarus  dies ,  and John 11:35 
says ,  “Jesus  wept .”  He was  emotional  in  a  hea l thy way.  Let 
me just  te l l  you,  you’re  not  emotional ly  hea l thy i f  your 
only  two emotions  are  angry  and as leep.  Jesus  had a  fu l l 
range of  emotions .  There  are  about  60 Scr iptures  in  the 
New Testament  gospel s  that  ment ion Jesus’  emotions ,  and 
what’s  the  number  one emotion ment ioned?  Compass ion. 
That’s  a  lamb.  Jesus  i s  l ike ,  “I ’ve  been there .  I  know what 
you’re  going through.  I ’m so sorry.  I ’ve  been there  myse l f . 
Let  me walk with you.  I ’ve  been down this  road.”
	 Jesus  i s  a l so  a  lamb with kids .  Chi ldren ran to  Jesus . a 

They must  have  found Him to be  very  sa fe .  He’s  a  s ingle 
guy,  a  construct ion worker,  He’s  got  ca l luses  on His  hands , 
He walks  long mi les  in  the  deser t  terra in,  He’s  s leeping 
outs ide ,  He’s  a  dude.  But  when chi ldren saw Him, they’re 
l ike ,  “That’s  the  sa fes t  person I  know.  And He’s  fun,  so  we 
want  to  be  near  Him.”  When i t  says  chi ldren ran to  Jesus 
and sat  on His  lap l ike  Santa  at  the  mal l ,  you can’t  get  any 
more  lamb than that . 
	 Jesus  i s  a l so  a  lamb when people  are  s inful  and come 
to  Him, and He forg ives  them and blesses  them. There’s 
a  woman at  the  wel l  who’s  been through a  parade of 
husbands . b She has  a  very  bad reputat ion.  Jesus  s i t s  down 
with her.  She was  at  the  wel l  in  the  middle  of  the  day 
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because  no one wanted to  be  with her.  The other  women 
would come in the  morning when i t  was  cool ,  and Jesus 
came at  midday to  meet  her,  comfor t  her,  forg ive  her,  save 
her,  and love  her.  He was  the  f i r s t  man who minis tered 
to  her  soul  and didn’t  take  advantage  of  her  body.  He was 
that  guy.
	 When we think of  Jesus  as  lamb,  His  emotions  in 
the  Bible  inc lude the  words  “pi ty,” a “gr ieved,” b “ loved,” c 
and “his  hear t  went  out .” d He was  burdened and had 
compass ion. 
	 My youngest  daughter’s  favor i te  Bible  s tory  growing 
up was  the  ra i s ing of  Ja i rus’  daughter. e I f  you’re  not 
fami l iar  with i t ,  there  was  a  l i t t le  g i r l  dying.  Her  dad 
loved her,  of  course ,  so  he  went  to  get  Jesus ,  and Jesus 
hea led her.  For  l ike  a  year  of  my l i fe ,  every  night ,  I  would 
tuck my daughter  in ,  read the  Bible ,  and I ’d  say,  “Ok, 
goodnight .”  We’d pray  and s ing.  Then she’d  say,  “Ok,  now 
read me the  s tory  about  Ja i rus’  daughter.”  I ’d  say,  “You 
know how i t  ends .”  We’d read i t  every  night  for  a  year. 
Every  night  as  she  fe l l  a s leep,  my l i t t le  g i r l  wanted to  read 
about  Jesus  going to  the  beds ide  of  a  l i t t le  g i r l  to  b les s 
her.  It  comfor ted her  to  see  Jesus  as  a  lamb. 
	 Are  you a  lamb? You love  dr iv ing your  minivan but 
don’t  have  chi ldren.  That’s  the  qual i f ier.  There  i s  a  f ine 
pr int  except ion c lause  i f  you have  chi ldren.  Maybe you 
watch Li fe t ime movies…by yourse l f .  Now,  there  i s  a 
g i r l f r iend except ion.  Here’s  another  one:  maybe when 
you’re  f ly ing,  you have  to  check a  bag for  to i le t r ies .  That’s 
a  lot  of  product  for  a  dude.  I f  you’re  rea l ly  of fended,  we 
know who blowdries  the i r  ha i r.  Do you need a  hug anyt ime 
someone ye l l s ?  Now you’re  rea l ly  t r iggered and of fended.
	 Was your  dad a  l ion?  Was your  dad a  lamb? Are  you a 
l ion or  a  lamb? Here’s  what  tends  to  happen when i t  comes 
to  be ing a  man.  We think you need to  be  a  l ion or  a  lamb. 
Tough or  tender.  I  to ld  you about  Jesus .  He i s  l ion and 

__________
a Mark 1:41,  ESV b Mark 3:5,  ESV,  NKJV c Mark 10:21,  ESV d Luke 
7:13,  NIV e Mark 5:35-43



l amb,  tough and  tender. 
	 I f  you’re  only  tough and only  a  l ion,  you’re 
domineer ing,  overbear ing,  h igh control ,  int imidat ing,  and 
bul ly ing.  You may think that  works  for  you,  but  i t  doesn’t 
work for  the  people  you’re  supposed to  love  and care  for, 
s tar t ing with your  wi fe  and kids . 
	 So,  ask  yourse l f :  Are  you a  l ion or  a  lamb? Aim to be 
both. 
	 I  s tar ted as  a  l ion and had to  learn to  be  a  lamb.  One 
of  the  things  that  d id i t  for  me was  having daughters . 
Were  you a  l ion,  and then you had a  daughter,  and a l l 
o f  a  sudden i t ’s  l ike ,  “Oh,  I ’ve  got  a  lot  to  learn”?  I ’ l l 
never  forget  one t ime,  I  d idn’t  ye l l  a t  or  ra i se  my voice 
to  my l i t t le  g i r l ,  I  jus t  sa id  her  name in a  way that  was  a 
l i t t le  d i sp leas ing.  She threw up.  My sons  never  d id that .  I 
thought  to  myse l f ,  “Oh my gosh,  I ’ve  got  thi s  superpower 
I  d idn’t  know I  had.  I  have  so  much author i ty  that  her 
hear ing me displeased complete ly  wrecked her.  I  have  to 
dia l  down the  l ion.  I  have  to  f igure  out  how to dia l  up the 
lamb with thi s  l i t t le  g i r l .” 
	 For  those  who are  only  l ions ,  you could be  pushy, 
scary,  and angry,  and you wi l l  jus t i fy  your  s t rength, 
toughness ,  and courage  as  defense  and protect ion.  Though 
you may not  le t  bad men hur t  your  wi fe  or  k ids ,  you’re 
going to  be  the  one to  hur t  your  wi fe  and kids .  You’re 
the i r  greates t  threat  to  sa fety  and secur i ty.  I f  you’re 
tough for  them, you’l l  protect  them, but  i f  you’re  tough 
with  them, you wi l l  hur t  them – menta l ly,  phys ica l ly, 
sp i r i tua l ly,  emotional ly.  Men who are  only  tough exce l 
in  the  mi l i tar y  and at  spor ts  and who generate  revenue 
in  bus iness  of ten can’t  f igure  out  why thei r  wi fe  and 
kids  don’t  fee l  c lose  to  them. They win outs ide  the  home 
but  lose  a t  home.  They’re  rea l ly  good at  profess ional 
re la t ionships  and rea l ly  bad at  personal  re la t ionships . 
	 Let  me g ive  you another  example .  As  a  l i t t le  boy,  I 
grew up in a  poor,  rough neighborhood.  This  k id  invi ted 
me over  to  hi s  house ,  so  I  went  to  hi s  house ,  and his  dad 
was  drunk and passed out  on the  couch with a  bunch of 
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empty beer  cans  around.  I  was  rea l ly  l i t t le  and thought , 
“This  i s  weird.”  We went  outs ide  to  p lay.  Later  on,  we 
were  thir s ty,  so  we went  ins ide  to  get  some water.  I  walked 
ins ide ,  and the  dad had woken up in k ind of  a  s tupor. 
The boy’s  l i t t le  s i s ter  walked by,  and the  dad was  get t ing 
of f  the  couch,  and his  hand moved near  the  l i t t le  g i r l . 
I ’ l l  never  forget ,  even as  a  l i t t le  boy,  as  soon as  she  saw 
her  dad’s  hand get  near  her,  she  was  terr i f ied and s tar ted 
shaking.  Even then,  I  remember  thinking,  “Oh my gosh, 
that  fa ther’s  hand i s  the  most  dangerous  p lace  on ear th for 
that  l i t t le  g i r l .”  The s ight  of  h i s  hand traumat ized her.  I 
remember  thinking,  “My daughter’s  not  going to  be  scared 
when she  sees  my hand.”
	 So,  when my youngest  daughter  was  l i t t le ,  she  was 
(and s t i l l  i s )  very  a f fect ionate  and sweet .  I  a lways  k i s s  my 
g i r l s  on the  head,  and I ’m the  a f fect ionate ,  emotional  dad. 
I  cr y  a l l  the  t ime with my daughters .  When she  was  l i t t le , 
she  walked up to  me and took my hand and ro l led i t  out 
and put  i t  on her  face .  She smi led at  me and sa id ,  “Hi, 
Daddy.”  This  s tar ted a  habi t  in  our  re la t ionship.  I  would 
come home,  she’d  be  walking toward me,  and I ’d  just  put 
my hand out ,  and she’d  come across  the  room and lay  her 
head on my hand.  I ’d  k i s s  her  on the  head and te l l  her  I 
loved her. 
	 I f  you’re  only  a  l ion,  your  hand i s  the  most  dangerous 
p lace  for  women and chi ldren.  You need to  be  a  man who’s 
tough for  your  fami ly  and tender  with  your  fami ly.  You 
have  to  defend them from harm and make sure  you’re  not 
the  one to  harm them. Be a  l ion for  your  fami ly,  and be  a 
lamb with  your  fami ly. 
	 For  those  of  you whose  proc l iv i ty  i s  to  be  a  l ion, 
you’re  going to  be  too tough.  You’l l  be  too tough on your 
sons ;  you’re  going to  push them into spor ts  and work. 
You’re  going to  be  too tough on your  wi fe ,  you’re  going 
to  be  too tough on your  daughters ,  you’re  going to  be 
too tough on others ,  and you’re  going to  be  too tough on 
yourse l f .  You’re  going to  break some people  that  God has 
sent  you to  bui ld  up. 



	 I f  you’re  most ly  or  a lways  a  lamb,  you’re  too tender 
and not  tough enough.  With men who are  only  lambs 
but  not  l ions ,  do they hur t  other  people ,  weaker  men, 
chi ldren,  or  women? No.  But  when someone comes  to  hur t 
the i r  fami ly,  do they s top them? No.  With a  man who’s 
only  a  lamb,  he  loves ,  encourages ,  and i s  emotional ly 
present ,  sympathet ic ,  and compass ionate  with women and 
chi ldren.  When the  bad l ions  come,  he  doesn’t  put  up a 
f ight .  He a l lows the  worst  men to  date  hi s  daughter.  He 
a l lows the  worst  men to  gut  hi s  company.  He a l lows the 
worst  men access  to  hi s  wi fe .  I f  you’re  only  a  lamb,  your 
tendency i s  to  be  too pass ive ,  not  act ive ,  to  avoid conf l ic t 
ra ther  than having necessary  and hea l thy conf l ic t .  What 
happens  to  a  lamb that  doesn’t  turn into a  l ion and put 
up a  f ight  with a  l ion?  They and the  res t  of  the  herd get 
eaten.  The l ion wi l l  jus t  keep eat ing unt i l  they’ve  eaten the 
ent i re  herd. 
	 Some years  ago,  I  had a  meet ing with a  dad who was 
a  lamb – a  sweet ,  k ind,  lov ing,  nice ,  generous ,  pat ient , 
merc i fu l ,  b ig-hear ted guy.  Is  that  good or  bad?  It’s  good. 
He had a  daughter,  and he loved his  daughter.  Then, 
hi s  daughter  hi t  a  cer ta in age  where  the  boys  s tar ted to 
be  interes ted in  her.  One of  the  boys  who became most 
interes ted in  her  s tar ted pursuing her.  She re jected him, 
so  he  bas ica l ly  s tar ted bul ly ing,  domineer ing,  threatening, 
and int imidat ing her.  Eventual ly,  he  got  a lone with her 
and raped her.  Many t imes .  She to ld her  dad,  “I ’m rea l ly 
scared of  that  guy.  I  need you to  do something.”  One 
t ime,  the  l ion and the  lamb – the  lamb father  and the  l ion 
young man – met  and the  dad was  a  l i t t le  scared.  He was 
a  l i t t le  uncomfor table  and didn’t  l ike  conf l ic t .  So he  sa id , 
“Don’t  ever  do that  aga in,”  and walked away.  Do you think 
anything changed?  Not  with a  l ion.  The dad bas ica l ly  sa id , 
“Pret ty  p lease ,  s top raping my daughter.”  The young man 
kept  s ta lk ing,  abus ing,  and assaul t ing the  daughter.  The 
daughter  went  to  the  dad and sa id ,  “Dad,  he’s  s t i l l  hur t ing 
me.”  The dad sa id ,  “Wel l ,  I  don’t  know what  to  do.  I  to ld 
him to s top.”  He never  met  with him again.  He didn’t  do 
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anything e l se ,  inc luding ca l l ing the  pol ice . 
	 Years  la ter,  th i s  young woman got  marr ied and,  in  her 
marr iage ,  she  was  rea l ly  s t ruggl ing with int imacy because 
she  had been abused and traumat ized,  and i t  was  a f fect ing 
her  marr iage  with her  husband who rea l ly  loved her.  So she 
sa id ,  “I  need to  meet  with my dad.  I ’m just  so  f rustrated 
and angry  that  he  didn’t  f ight  for  me or  defend me.  He 
didn’t  protect  me.”  She sa id ,  “I  know he loved me,  and I 
know he cared about  me,  but  he  didn’t  f ight  for  me.”  He 
was  only  a  lamb and never  a  l ion.  So,  the  daughter  and the 
dad met  with me for  counse l ing,  and she  was  just  weeping 
bi t ter ly,  and she’s  te l l ing her  dad exact ly  what  happened 
in pret ty  horr i fy ing deta i l .  She’s  a  lamb,  and her  dad’s  a 
lamb.  Dad didn’t  dea l  with the  l ion;  the  l ion at tacked his 
daughter,  a  lamb.  The dad looked at  me,  and I ’ l l  never 
forget  the  look on his  face .  He’s  l ike ,  “I  don’t  know why 
she’s  angry  with me.  I  d idn’t  do anything.”  And I  sa id , 
“That’s  the  problem!”
 	 I f  you be l ieve  Satan,  demons,  and ev i l  are  rea l ,  and i f 
you be l ieve  there  are  bad,  ev i l ,  damnable ,  demonic  men 
who want  to  do the  most  despicable  and horrendous  things 
to  weak men,  women,  and chi ldren,  you have  to  have  some 
f ight  in  you.  You don’t  have  to  be  angry,  you don’t  have 
to  be  mean-spir i ted,  and you don’t  need to  be  a  bul ly  or  a 
thug.  You just  need to  get  in  the  way because  ev i l  doesn’t 
s top i t se l f .  It  has  to  be  s topped. 
	 I ’m a  l ion.  I ’m not  angry,  but  I  am very  pass ionate . 
Something in  me i s  hardwired by God as  a  defender 
and protector.  When I  see  harm coming to  women and 
chi ldren,  i t  profoundly  bothers  me because  I  know the 
wor ld we l ive  in  i s  not  a  sa fe  p lace  for  a  lamb.  It’s  not  a 
sa fe  p lace  for  a  woman.  It’s  not  a  sa fe  p lace  for  a  daughter. 
It ’s  not  a  sa fe  p lace  for  a  chi ld .  We’re  of f ic ia l ly  a t  a 
point ,  a s  a  cul ture ,  where  Chri s t ian men are  the  las t  l ine 
of  defense .  We’ve  gutted the  power  of  the  pol ice .  We’ve 
rebe l led aga inst  the  author i ty  of  law.  We’ve  dec ided ev i l 
i s  now lega l .  Al l  we have  i s  jus t  a  parade of  v ic t ims and 
constant  t rauma and pain.



MEN NEED BROTHERS FOR THE BATTLE

	 I ’ l l  c lose  with thi s  –  I  want  you to  be  a  l ion for  your 
fami ly  and a  lamb with  your  fami ly.  It ’s  not  l ion or  l amb. 
This  i s  where  men and male  f raterni ty  are  so  important . 
The l ions  need to  hang out  with the  lambs.  The l ions  can 
ask  the  lambs,  “Hey,  your  wi fe  smi les .  How do you do 
that?  Your  k ids  hug you.  Tel l  me the  magic .”  For  the  guys 
who are  lambs,  you need to  hang out  with the  l ions  l ike , 
“Ok,  how do I  push back and have  a  hard conversat ion? 
How do I  hold my ground?  How do I  say  no?  How do I 
defend my fami ly,  bus iness ,  and minis t r y?”
	 Educat ion wants  to  androgenize  you.  Media  wants 
to  dece ive  you.  Culture  l i tera l ly  wants  to  cas t rate  you, 
s tar t ing as  a  boy.  Adver t i s ing wants  to  addict  you. 
Government  wants  to  tax  you.  Feminis t s  want  to  neutra l i ze 
you.  Woke Chri s t iani ty  wants  to  sof ten you.  But  God 
i s  a  Father  who wants  to  make you l ike  His  son,  Jesus 
Chri s t  –  tough as  a  l ion and tender  as  a  lamb,  a  dude with 
dominion.  Thank you for  g iv ing me the  honor  of  he lping 
your  journey as  a  man.  I  am praying for  you and am 
cer ta in that  our  Father  has  great  p lans  to  bui ld  you up to 
b les s  women and chi ldren! 
	 The next  sect ion of  thi s  book i s  a  homework 
ass ignment  to  get  you s tar ted on act ing l ike  a  man in the 
next  season of  your  l i fe .  Please  do not  sk ip thi s  sect ion;  i t 
i s  incredibly  important  for  you.  Our Father  wi l l  b les s  you 
and he lp you i f  you are  doing what  He i s  ask ing !  I  love 
you!  I ’m exc i ted for  you!  I ’m praying for  you!  I ’m proud 
of  you!  You matter  to  your  Father,  and you matter  to  me! 
Thank you for  the  honor  of  be ing invi ted into your  l i fe !

Quest ions  for  Personal  Ref lect ion or  Group Discuss ion
	 1 .Pr ior  to  thi s  chapter,  d id you see  Jesus  more  as  l ion 
	     or  lamb? Why?
	 2 .  Has  your  v iew of  Jesus  shi f ted at  a l l  in  thi s  chapter? 
	     How?
	 3.  Was your  dad more  of  a  l ion or  lamb? Was that  good 
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	     or  bad? 
	 4 .  Are  you more  of  a  l ion or  lamb? Is  that  good or 
	     bad? 
	 5 .  After  f in i shing thi s  book,  what  are  the  changes  God 
	     i s  a sk ing you to  make in  your  l i fe  going forward? 
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T he di f ference  between informat ion and transformat ion 
i s  act ion.  The fo l lowing i s  a  homework exerc i se  for 

you to  meet  with God and get  c lear  d i rect ion on your  next 
s teps  in  your  walk  with God. 
	 James  2 :20 [TLB] i s  a  verse  we l ike  a  lot  a t  Rea lFai th 
Minis t r ies :  “Fai th that  does  not  resul t  in  good deeds  i s  not 
rea l  fa i th .”  You need to  do the  fo l lowing to  prepare  for 
thi s  sacred meet ing with God:
	 1 .  Get  a  t ime set  as ide  on your  ca lendar  to  meet  with 
	     God. 
	 2 .  Ask a  few f r iends  or  fami ly  members  to  pray  for 
	     your  meet ing with God.
	 3 .  When the  day comes  for  your  meet ing with God, 
	     turn your  phone of f,  f ind a  quiet  p lace ,  and plan 
	     on spending a  few hours  praying and l i s tening. 
	     Fee l  f ree  to  rev i s i t  areas  of  th i s  book that  the  Holy 
	     Spir i t  h ighl ighted for  your  at tent ion in  the  days 
	     l eading up to  your  meet ing with God. 
	 4 .  Write  out  what  you be l ieve  God i s  ask ing you to  do 
	     to  become the  man of  God He i s  ca l l ing you to  be . 
	     I  would encourage  you to  s i t  down in prayer,  a sk 
	     the  Holy  Spir i t  to  he lp you get  a  l i s t  of  act ion s teps 
	     you need to  take ,  number  them in order  of  pr ior i ty, 
	     and get  to  work !  I ’d  suggest  four  i tems per  sect ion, 
	     but  you are  welcome to  add more . 
	 5 .  Take your  t ime and prayer ful ly  complete  the 
	     fo l lowing ass ignment .  The pattern we wi l l  be  us ing 
	     i s  the  “put  of f ”  and “put  on” of  Ephes ians  4 :22-24.  	
	     At  the  end of  your  meet ing with God,  covenant  in 
	     prayer  that  you wi l l  put  your  p lan into pract ice 
	     and be  obedient  in  walking out  the  s teps  God has 
	     g iven you. 

Put  Off
	 1 .  What  are  the  top l ie s ,  or  fool i sh  be l ie f s ,  you have 
	     not  replaced with the  t ruth of  God’s  Word?  (e .g . , 
	     God doesn’t  love  you,  you wi l l  never  change,  you 
	     a re  a  bother  to  God,  you need to  punish yourse l f 
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	     for  the  bad things  you have  done,  e tc . )
	 2 .  What  are  the  top bad habi t s ,  s ins ,  or  unheal thy 
	     pat terns  in  your  l i fe  that  need to  change?  (e .g . , 
	     dr inking too much a lcohol ,  s tay ing up too la te , 
	     spending too much t ime onl ine ,  watching porn, 
	     gambl ing,  arguing with people  on soc ia l  media , 
	     l eav ing the  news on a l l  day b las t ing anxiety  into 
	     your  l i fe ,  e tc . )
	 3 .  Who do you need to  s top being in  re la t ionship with 
	     or  create  hea l thy new boundar ies  with?  (e .g . ,  s top 
	     dat ing a  non-Chris t ian g i r l ,  c reat ing di s tance 
	     wi th toxic  fami ly  members ,  not  fa l l ing back into 
	     pas t  s in  pat terns  with o ld f r iends ,  s tay ing out  of 
	     workplace  drama,  e tc . )

Put  On
	 1.  What  are  your  top pr ior i t ie s  in  order,  and i s  your 
	     l i fe  re f lect ing those  pr ior i t ie s ?  (e .g . ,  Chri s t ian, 
	     husband,  fa ther,  grandfather,  church member, 
	     employee ,  son,  brother,  f r iend,  e tc . )
	 2 .  What  are  the  top good habi t s  you need to  be 
	     cons i s tent ly  pract ic ing?  (e .g . ,  reading your  Bible , 
	     pray ing with your  wi fe  and kids ,  be ing act ive ly 
	     involved in  a  good church,  exerc i s ing,  eat ing 
	     hea l thy,  schedul ing a  regular  date  night ,  making 
	     sure  fami ly  dinner  i s  happening together,  taking a 
	     weekly  Sabbath day of f,  turning your  phone of f, 
	     e tc . )
	 3 .  What  pract ica l  th ings  should you do as  soon as 
	     poss ib le  to  improve your  walk  with God and act 
	     l ike  the  man God has  ca l led you to  be?  (e .g . ,  f ind a 
	     good job,  get  a  dependable  but  reasonably  pr iced 
	     car,  pay of f  debt ,  buy a  house ,  f ind a  godly  wi fe , 
	     f ind a  spir i tua l  fa ther  to  mentor  you,  get  regular 
	     t ime with each of  your  chi ldren,  forg ive  someone 
	     and move on f rom bi t terness ,  s tar t  t i th ing,  e tc . )
	 4 .  Who are  the  people ,  in  order,  in  your  l i fe  today and 
	     coming into your  l i fe  in  the  future ,  depending 



	     upon you to  act  l ike  a  man?  (e .g . ,  wi fe ,  k ids , 
	     grandkids ,  coworkers ,  Chri s t ian f r iends ,  extended 
	     fami ly,  e tc . )

	 As  a  s ide  note ,  i f  you’re  marr ied,  I  would encourage 
you to  run your  p lan by your  wi fe  and,  depending on thei r 
age  and matur i ty  leve l ,  your  k ids ,  a s  they’ l l  be  a  great 
barometer  for  you.  Be wi l l ing to  humbly rece ive  the i r 
feedback and repent  of  areas  you’ve  been bl ind to.  I f  you’re 
not  marr ied,  pray  for  your  future  wi fe  and kids  as  par t  of 
th i s  as s ignment . 	
	 Your  next  s tep i s  to  prayer ful ly  p ick the  top 2-3 things 
that  are  most  important  for  you to  tackle  f i r s t ,  and go 
complete  those  miss ions .  Once you have  done so ,  come 
back to  thi s  l i s t  and pick another  2-3 things  that  are 
most  important  for  you to  tackle  next ,  and then a l so  go 
complete  those  miss ions .  Cont inue doing thi s  unt i l  the  l i s t 
i s  done,  and then redo the  exerc i se  and s tar t  a l l  over.  Make 
i t  your  a im,  as  the  Father’s  son,  to  be  seeking to  become a 
bet ter  and better  vers ion of  yourse l f  in  every  season of  l i fe 
so  you can g lor i fy  Him by bless ing other  men,  a long with 
women and chi ldren. 
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ABOUT REALFAITH

Faith that  does  not  re sul t  in  good deeds  i s  not  real  fai th . 
-  James  2 :20,  TLB

W i th  Pastor  Mark,  i t ’s  a l l  about  Jesus !  He i s  a  sp i r i tua l 
l eader,  prol i f ic  author,  and compel l ing speaker,  but 

a t  h i s  core ,  he’s  a  fami ly  man.  Mark and his  wi fe ,  Grace , 
have  been marr ied and doing vocat ional  minis t r y  together 
s ince  1993 and,  a long with the i r  f ive  k ids ,  p lanted Trini ty 
Church in  Scott sda le ,  Ar izona as  a  fami ly  minis t r y.
	 Pastor  Mark,  Grace ,  and thei r  o ldest  daughter, 
Ashley,  a l so  s tar ted RealFai th Minis t r ies ,  which conta ins 
a  mounta in of  Bible  teaching for  men,  women,  couples , 
parents ,  pastors ,  l eaders ,  Spanish speakers ,  and more !  You 
can access  i t  a l l  by  v i s i t ing RealFaith.com  or  downloading 
the  RealFaith app .

	 For  the  ent i rety  of  Pastor  Mark’s  minis t r y,  God has 
ca l led him to “tra in men” so  they can work hard,  worship 
the i r  Father,  and enjoy the i r  wives  and kids ,  or  as  i t ’s  sa id 
at  Rea l  Men -  bui ld  men up to  b les s  women and chi ldren. 
With three  k ids  now marr ied and a  cont inued parade of 



cute  grandkids  arr iv ing,  inc luding two grandsons  at  the 
t ime of  wr i t ing thi s  book,  i t ’s  one of  h i s  greates t  honors  to 
see  hi s  sons  and son- in- law fo l lowing Jesus ,  l eading the i r 
fami l ies ,  and ra i s ing the i r  sons  to  know and love  Jesus .
	 With a  master’s  degree  in  exeget ica l  theology f rom 
Western Seminary  in  Por t land,  Oregon,  he  has  spent  the 
bet ter  par t  of  h i s  l i fe  teaching verse-by-verse  through 
books  of  the  Bible ,  contextual iz ing i t s  t imeless  t ruths ,  and 
never  shying away f rom chal lenging,  convict ing passages 
that  speak to  the  hear t  of  current  cul tura l  d i lemmas.
	 Together,  Mark and Grace  have  co-authored Win Your 
War ,  Real  Marr iage ,  and Real  Romance :  Sex  in  the  Song 
o f  Songs ,”  and he co-authored a  fa ther-daughter  project 
with hi s  daughter,  Ashley.  Pastor  Mark has  a l so  wri t ten 
numerous  other  books  inc luding Spir i t -Fi l l ed  Je su s ,  Who 
Do You Think You Are? ,  Vintage  Je su s ,  and Doctr ine .  I f 
you have  any prayer  request s  for  us ,  quest ions  for  future 
Ask Pastor  Mark or  Dear  Grace  v ideos ,  or  a  tes t imony 
regarding how God has  used thi s  and other  resources  to 
he lp you learn God’s  Word,  we would love  to  hear  f rom 
you at  hel lo@real fa i th.com .
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MORE RESOURCES

Sermons for  Men
Ask Pastor  Mark Q&A

How to Star t  Your  Own Group

FREE GIFT
Digita l  Download of  Win Your War
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